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June 10, 2022

Brian O'Leary

Executive Director

Chester County Planning Commission
601 Westtown Road, Suite 270

P.O. Box 2747

West Chester, PA 19380

Re: Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan - June 2022 Draft for Public Display
Dear Mr. Q'Leary,

Pursuant to Article Ill, Section 302(a) of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC),
Franklin Township is requesting your review of the public display draft of its 2022
Comprehensive Plan. The plan is being distributed to all contiguous municipalities, Chester County
Planning Commission, Avon Grove Area School District, Avon Grover Charter School, New London
Township, Elk Township, London Britain Township, New Garden Township, London Grove Township, and
Cecil County Government Building. In accordance with section 302 of the MPC, any comments regarding
the Comprehensive Plan Draft must be received within forty-five (45) days of the receipt of this letter.

The Plan can be found on the Township's website at www.franklintownship.us

Thank you for your time, consideration, and action concerning this matter. If you have any
questions please contact myself at 610.255-5212. Any comments regarding the Comprehensive Plan can
be sent to jeastburn@franklintownship.us

Sincerely,

4 P
Jeffrey P. Eastburn
Franklin Township Operations Manager

CC: Avon Grove Area School District, Avon Grover Charter School, New London Township, Elk
Township, London Britain Township, New Garden Township, London Grove Township, and Cecil
County Government Building.
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P e e Caisho Act 247 County Referral

PO. Box 2747
West Chester, PA 19380-0990
To: Chester County Planning Commission TO BE COMPLETED BY THE MUNICIPALITY
subject: Request for review of a subdivision, land development From: (Municipality) Franklin Township
proposal, ordinances, or comprehensive plans pursuant Date: June 9, 2022

to the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, Act 247.
This application must be completed by the applicant, and o
submitted by the municipality to the above address, along Position:

Official’s Name: Jeffrey P. Eastburn
Operations Manager

—
with one (1) complete set of plans and accompanying doc- | Official’s signature: ¢ (-'J‘
uments and the required fee for review (see reverse side) Applications with ORIGINAL Signatures must be submitted to CCPC.
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT
Development name (if applicable): _ Location:
Owner’s name: Phone #:
Owner’s address:
Applicant’s name: Phone #:
Applicant’s address:
Architect/Engineer/Surveyor name: Phone #:
TYPE OF REVIEW REQUESTED REVIEW FEE TYPE OF SUBMISSION
(Check all appropriate boxes) (Fee schedule on other side) El New proposal
E Unofficial sketch plan (no fee) D Attached $ D Revision to a prior proposal
E Subdivision plan E Not applicable D Phase of a prior proposal
D Land development plan E_l Amendment/revision to recorded plan is
D Planned residential development a new proposal
i i TYPE OF PLAN
E Zoning ordinance (no fee) Tax parcel(s): #
| Curative amendment (no fee) I:I Unofficial sketch #
(| Subdivision ordinance (no fee) I:] Preliminary #
E Comprehensive plan (no fee) D Final
[ ] other Total area (gross acres):
PLAN INFORMATION LAND USE | # of lots/units ZONING DISTRICT PROPOSED UTILITIES
Length of new roads: Agriculture OF PROPOSAL (ChECkbaPprOpl‘iate
s Xe
Number of new parking spaces: Single family Existing: a%es)
Ownership of roads: Townhouses Proposed: _ ‘ Water Sewer
[ ] Public [_] Private i uniite Variances/ public [ ] [
Open space: RS Special exception On-site D D
Public [ ] Private P granted: __ | Package [ | []

Mobile homes

Acres: Acres: = - [\!o new sewage
HOA responsible for common facilities/areas: CoIIEreR) fisposal o yater

[Jves []No *Industrial supply proposed [_]
HOA documents provided: * Insslcationa]

D Vo D No Other

Traffic study included: ADDITIONAL lNFORMATlON (This plan has been submitted to):

D Yes [:l No |:| Not conducted l:l County Health Department Date
[ ] PennDOT Date
*Information to be filled in for Commercial, I:l DEP Date
Industrial or Institutional land use ONLY |:| Other Date
tal square footage of addition
- existing building: THE TERM “LOTS”
*Total square footage The term “"LOTS" includes conveyance, tracts or parcels of land for the purpose, wheth-
of new building(s): er immediate or future, of lease, transfer of ownership or building or development, as

well as residue parcels, annexations, or the correction of lot lines.

Effective January |, 2022



Effective January |, 2022
FEE SCHEDULE

The following fees shall apply to each land subdivision or land development submitted to the Chester County Planning Commission for review in
accordance with Article V, Section 502, Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, Act 247, as amended.

* If a plan for a non-residential use is to be subdivided and developed, the fee is the total of Category Hl plus Category Ill.
* For Categories | and i), the fee applies to total number lotsfunits after subdivision. Subdivisions include lot line revisions and lot consolidations,
« Maximum one-time fee: $10,000.

CATEGORY | RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION OR LAND DEVELOPMENT

These fees apply to residential projects for sale, condominium ownership, or rental; any type of buildings, either as a subdivision or single
tract land development; or an agricultural subdivision (except for guidelines in Article [, Section 107, Subdivision, Pennsylvania Municipal
Planning Code, Act 247, as amended). This category does not include Institutional! living facilities.

Number of lots and dwelling units Base fees . Fees for each lot and/or unit
1-2 lots/dwelling units $175.00 MNone

3-5 lots/dwelling units $175.00 Plus $29.00/lot/unit
620 lots/dwelling units $235.00 Plus $26.00/lot/unit
2175 lots/dwelling units $425.00 Plus $23.00/lot/unit

76 lots/dwelling units and over $850.00 Pius $18.00/lot/unit

CATEGORY 1l NON-RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS

These fees apply to applications far subdivision and conveyance of fand for non-residential uses, not proposed for land development as
defined in Section 107 of the Planning Code.

Number of fots or units Base fees Fees for each lot and/or unit
-2 lotsfunits $295.00 Plus $57.00/lot/unit
3—-10 lots/units $585.00 Plus $57.00/lot/unit
Il fotsfunits and aver $850.00 Plus $53.00/lot/unit
Financial subdivisions $295.00 Plus $57.00/lot/unit

CATEGORY Il NON-RESIDENTIAL LAND DEVELOPMENT

These fees apply to all projects or sections of mixed projects which are for non-residential use for sale, condominium, fease or rent in any
type of building on a single tract of land.

Building square footage {gross) Base fees Fees for gross floor area

0 to 5,000 sq.ft. $480.00 Plus $47.00/1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area
5,001 to 25,000 sq.ft. $585.00 Plus $42.00/1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area
25,001 to 75,000 sq. fi, $955.00 Plus $42.00/1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area
75,001 sq. ft. and over $1,435.00 Plus $29.00/1,000 sq. ft. of gross floor area

CATEGORY 1Y SECOND REVIEWS

These fees apply to each review conducted after the first review {within a three (3) year period of the initial review) and only if requested by
the municipality.

«Flat fee of $175.00 for residential subdivisions/land developments

+Flat fee of $235.00 for nen-residential subdivisions/land developments

CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS SHOULD BE PAYABLE TO: County of Chester

Cash will not be accepted. All fees are to be submitted to the Chester County Planning Commission {CCPC) through the appropriate township
or borough at the time of application; and in accordance with the administrative guidelines established by CCPC. Upon written request from the
municipality, CCPC may waive the fees for plan reviews associated with municipally-owned subdivisions or land developments.

INFORMAL REVIEWS AND ADDITIONAL WORK:

An informal review request to CCPC {such as meetings and discussions prior to the formal development application) shall be free of charge if said written
request is from the municipality, or from an applicant with the knowledge and written consent of the municipality. In no case will informal review by CCPC
replace the need for a formal review which would Include the submisslon of the required fee listed above pursuant to the Municipalities Planning Code.

TIME LIMITATIONS:

The review time period will begin from the date of receipt by CCPC of the application requesting a review by CCPC. CCPC has thirty (30) days
within which to review subdivision and land development applications and submit review comments. The review period may be extended if reque
ed by the applicant or a time extension has been granted by the municipality with the concurrence of the applicant. When the time period has been
stopped due to an incomplete application package, incorrect fee submittal or other reasons, the time period will continue from the day in which the
application package is complete, CCPC has thirty (30} days within which to review ordinance amend- ments, and forty-five {45) days within which
to review comprehensive plans, official maps, and complete ordinances.
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OVERVIEW & POLICIES

Chapter1
Introduction

WHATIS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?

A comprehensive plan outlines policy for short and long range municipal planning. It
provides planning policy direction through recommendations relatedto land use, natural,
historic, and open space resources, vehicular and pedestrian circulation, community
facilities and services, energy conservation, and regional planning. Existing conditions and
regional context are considered, a guiding vision for the future is defined, goals to
implement the vision are identified, and strategies aimed at achieving the visionand goals
are recommended.

municipal zoning and subdivision and land development ordinances and unicipal
regulatory documents, as well as non-regulatory actions. This 2022 C ensive Plan
updates and replaces the 2006/2009 Comprehensive Plan and pr. 10to 15 year
vision for the Township. It should be used to guide the Township p ing work program
and reviewed periodically and amended as needed to addre ging circumstances.

Z

A comprehensive plan is not an ordinance; ratherit provides critical pollcyg rt for

LOCAL & REGIONALSETTING

Comprehensive Planningin owhsh

The most recent Township Comprehensiye Plan was ed in 2006, with a trail study
amendment to the Plan adopted in . The 2006/2009 Plan formed the basis of
Township planning policy and P s servedto assist the Board of
Supervisors (BoS), Planning |on a Township entities in planning-related
efforts in Franklin Township. own ’s P anning Commission (FTPC) was
reestablishedin 2004 ars e last Plan, and is a primary Township entity to
assist the BoS with plannipg and d \ément items.

Comprehensive Plchv/ngm the County...

Planning policy at the county level is establishedin Landscapes3, Chester County’s
Comprehensive Plan update, adopted by Chester County Commissioners in November
2018. Franklin Township endorsed Ladnscsapes3in February 2019. Landscapes3 continues
the County’s policy for balancing growth and preservation while embracing the unique
characteristics that make Chester County a cherished place to live, work, and play. It builds
on the planning foundation created by the original Landscapes planover 20 years ago.
Landscapes3 provides a future vision and related policies for historic and natural resources
protection, land preservation, economics, housing, transportationand circulation, and
facilities and services infrastructure. Landscapes3’s is guided by the Landscapes Map that
depicts growth and rural resource protection areas as describedin Chapter 8 as they
pertain to Franklin Township.

Chapter 1-1 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan OVERVIEW & POLICIES - Introduction

Township Planning Context...

Franklin Township is locatedin southern Chester County, along the Pennsylvania state line
border with Maryland. Cecil County, in Maryland, is immediately to the south and Northern
New Castle County, Delaware tothe southeast. The Township has a greater regional
relationship with nearby southern Chester County communities and northern Maryland
and Delaware than with West Chester and Philadelphia.

Franklin remains largely rural and open in character with focused areas of development
mostly in the vicinity of PA 896 extending to New London Township. A small area of
development is in northern Franklin extending to London Grove Township. Most adjacent
areas of London Britain, Elk, New London, London Grove, and New Garden Townships in
Chester County and Cecil County, Maryland are rural.

The region had increased growth from 1970 to 2000, as did Chester Count ; erall. Since

2000, growth has slowed and population forecasts by DVRPC predict that will
remain slow. Even with past increases in population, Franklin’s Iargely r en character
has endured as witnessedin the extent of agriculturalland and lowsi development
The transportation system has remained as mostly localized roa hat complement a

rural community and relatively small population.

While no major transportation arteries fall within Frankh@?ownshlp is in proximity to

US 1, US95 and PA 41. PA 896 is a transportation cor, he region that bisects the

Township, connecting north to US 1, a key artery hern Chester County, and

south to Newark, Delaware, a destination for oppi a ecreation. PA 896

connects further northwest into Lancaster C . S a significant route

extending from the Maryland border, thffou ank?ig% to West Grove, US 1, and
e

points further north. Appleton Rd is ak al rout nding from Kemblesville, at PA

896, south well into Maryland. .
‘\

Franklin benefits from ma@ nd pres@&es including Crossan Park, White Clay
rails. Fra

Crescent Preserve, Fra ve, G win Preserve, and Banffshire Preserve, as well
as other open spaces tains part of the Big Elk section of the White
ClayCreek Preserve, a lafge recre area, which abuts Fair Hill Natural Resource Area.
Franklin is close to both Whlte@eek Preserve and State Park. Township residents also
have access toBig Elk Creek, White Clay Creek, and nearby trails such as Mill Race Trailand
Springlawn Trail. The Township developed trail policy and mapping in the 2009 amendment
to the last (2006) Comprehensive Plan, with a goalto have traillinks connecting parks and
open areas withinand adjacent to the Township.

Need for a Comprehensive Plan Update...

Since the last Comprehensive Plan, changes in existing conditions, population and
demographic, land use, regional growth, and the 2008 global economic recession have
contributed to the need to revisit Comprehensive Plan policies and recommendations.
Chester County also adopted updated policy in Landscapes3. As well, the MPC requires
municipalities to review their Comprehensive Plans every 10 years. All of these factors led
the Township to take a look at planning policy, while still remaining cognizant of past
policy. With this update, the Township Comprehensive Plan:

Chapter 1-2 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan OVERVIEW & POLICIES - Introduction

Considers changes that have taken place since the prior plan, including within Franklin
and its regional context;

Identifies current planning priorities to address from community input;

Updates community vision and goals to address the vision and planning priorities;
Provides recommendations and actions to address goals;

Addresses MPC comprehensive planning for municipalities; and

Aligns with Chester County’s Comprehensive Plan, Landscapes3, policy.

VVVVV 'V

A primary goal for Franklin is to maintain the overall rural open character of the Township.
By periodically looking at issues Franklin may be facing and using plan policy toguide in
addressing issues and implementing solutions, Franklin can work towards meeting its
overall goal. Places like Kemblesville Village can be maintained and enhanced, growth
focused, and changes or improvements can complement Township character.

Franklin’s lasting rural character includes agriculture as a key element that warrants
consideration for its continued future. A balance of growthin/near the Ke%;ville area

and possibly along parts of PA 896 and in a manner that is compatible wi character,
while outlying areas retaina lower intensity ruraland agricultural Ian@%eets
Township goals. Franklin contains naturaland historic resources (farealsokey points in
forming Township character. As a certainlevel of changeis ex any community,

including changes tothe built environment and infrastructur ing policies in this Plan
can serve as a useful ready guide for Franklin’s future. Suc ligies have been garnered

through community engagement, participation, andin&

PA MUNICIPALITY PLANNI@ (MPC) REQUIREMENTS FOR
A COMPREHENSIVE PL

Comprehensive Plannifig in Peansylvania..
prehersie P e

Municipalities are enabled t are a Comprehensive Plan by the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Plannin PC), A 7 of 1968, as amended, which outlines required
plan topical area eleméwts, provide

n adoption, requires plans are reviewed for
their continued relevancy'at least 10 years, and indicates plans should be generally
consistent with the county coerg
development ordinances, and

nsive plan. Zoning ordinances, subdivision and land
consistent with comprehensive plans. This Comprehensive meets the MPC, as follows:

italimprovement programs are also to be generally

MPC requirement: Statement of Objectives
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 2, Vision, Goals, Recommendations, Actions, and
Chapters 3to 8, Priority Subjects

MPC requirement: Plan for Land Use
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 3, Agriculture Retention, Chapter 7, Kemblesville Village
Enhancements, and Chapter 8, Future Land Use

MPC requirement: Plan to Meet Housing Needs
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 7, Kemblesville Village Enhancements, and Chapter 8, Future
Land Use

Chapter 1-3 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan OVERVIEW & POLICIES - Introduction

MPC requirement: Plan for the Movement of People and Goods
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 5, Trails & Other Pedestrian Circulation Connections, and
Chapter 6, Roads & Other Community Infrastructure

MPC requirement: Plan for Community Facilities and Utilities
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 6, Roads & Other Community Infrastructure

MPC requirement: Plan for the Reliable Supply of Water
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 4 - Resource Protection as Green Infrastructure, and
Chapter 6, Roads & Other Community Infrastructure

MPC requirement: Plan for the Protection of Naturaland Historic Resources
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 4 - Resource Protection as Green Infrastructure, and
Chapter 7, Kemblesville Village Enhancements

MPC option: Plan for Energy Conservation
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 4 - Resource Protection as Green Infrastructure, and
Chapter 6, Roads & Other Community Infrastructure ss\\

MPC requirement: Statement of Plan Element Interrelationships
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 1, Introduction

MPC requirement: Statement of Compatibility with Adjacent Mal and County

Comprehensive Plans \

> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 8, Future Land Use Q

MPC requirement: Short-and Long-Range Implemen trategies
> ADDRESSED IN: Chapter 2, Vision, Goals, Reco Actlons

PLANNING PROCESS & (%@nqn@
OUTREACH/PARTI ClP
What was the Pla ate& éss

The Township Board o Qors aut ized the plan update and formed a
Comprehensive Plan Task Force (CP ade up of Township residents toguide the Plan
update. Throughout the proc Q whns hip sought community input using a variety of
forms of community engagem :Ba llows. Meetings and workshops were advertised and
open to the public.

> Regular CPTF public meetings dedicated to discussing the plan update were held
online beginning in June 2020.

» Community survey was conducted online in late August to early October 2020 to
gather community input on existing conditions, desired changes or improvements, and
future priorities for Township planning focus. Township response rate, list of
questions, and responses are provided in Appendix A, pages A-1to A-9.

» Community Workshop was held online in September 2020 to garner community input
on planning priorities, goals, and Future Vision for Township. Summary of the
Community Workshop is provided in Appendix A, pages A-9 to A-12.

» Subjectareainterviews were done online in November to December 2020 to yield
more detailed input generally centered around priority planning topic areas. Summary
of the Interviews is provided in Appendix A, pages A-12 to A-15.

» Community Meeting was held online in January 2021 to present and receive feedback

Chapter 1-4 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan OVERVIEW & POLICIES - Introduction

on priority subjects, goals, and Future Vision for Township. Summary of the Community
Meeting is provided in Appendix A, pages A-15to A-16.

» Plan draft was provided inJanuary 2022 under MPC requirements on the Township
website, in the Township Building, and to contiguous municipalities, Chester County
Planning Commission, and Avon-Grove School District for review and comment.

» Township Planning Commission public review meetings were heldin March, April, two
meetings in May, and June 2022 under MPC requirements and to seek community
comments. Atthe June 2022 meeting, the Planning Commission recommended the
draft Plan to goto the Board of Supervisors for review.

» Board of Supervisorspublic review meetings were held in June and XXXX 2022 under
MPC requirements and to discuss adopting the Comprehensive Plan update.

» Board ofSupervisorspublic hearing was heldin XX 2022 under MPC requirements to
adopt the Comprehensive Plan update.

Successful plan implementation is best achieved through a cooperative Township-resident-

business and public-private-nonprofit approach. An aim is for the plan up XOcess to
yield groundwork for continued collaborations and participationin Comp ive Plan

implementation over the next 10-15years. K

HOW TO USE THIS COMPREH ENSIVI@%N
How this plan is organized... %

This Comprehensive Plan is organized around pr;j were identified through
community input as the most important planpi nship to consider over
the course of the Plan. The Plan is desig bide tofocus on implementation
of goals and future vision. The Plan inch@ i i

» Chapter1-Introduction p% nover%oﬁTownship, County, and Pennsylvania
planning and the proces ating t including community engagement.

» Chapter2 - Vision, Go datlons Actions comprises the Implementation
Plan of the Comp Plan |de@/mg the future vision for the Township, planning
goals to implement*that vision @goal implementation through recommendations
and actions prioritized in mentation matrix.

» Chapters 3through 8 - Priority Subjects address MPC topical areas ina manner that
centers around key planning topics (priority subjects)in the Township as identified via
community engagement. There s a goal for each priority subject and
recommendations and actions toimplement that goal, along with actions steps and
relatedinformation for implementation.

» Appendicesprovide additional information of community input, Township history,
demographic tables, and a glossary of acronyms that may be used in the Plan.

Plan sections work together toform a policy plan centered onthe community future vision
for Franklin Township. The Plan balances preservation with change and some growth.
Infrastructure (roads, walkways, trails, recreation, sewer and water, facilities, and utilities),
housing, agriculture, commercial, institutional, and industrial uses, and community
services are coordinated with naturaland historic resource protectionand open space and
agriculturalland preservation. Energy conservationis tied into plan sections. Priority
subjects provide focus on the most important topics in the Township within the context of
municipal comprehensive planning policy.

Chapter 1-5 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



OVERVIEW & POLICIES

Chapter2
Vision, Goals, Recommendations, Actions

Community future vision, along with community goals to realize that vision, together form
Township planning policies and serve to guide future growth, preservation, and other
community planning subjects. Proposed strategies through recommendations and actions
offer methods to implement planning policies. Policies and strategies are organized by and
speakto priority subjects. Together, policies and strategies provide the frameworkto
implement and achieve the future vision for the Township, and to direct Franklin Township
planning discussions and decisions.

FUTUREVISION STATEMENT
What guides overall Township planning... (5\\,

A future vision statement captures a community’s guiding planni "g s and inspires
community goals. The Plan vision toguide the Township into its f is to:

nse of place taking into
he land, resources, and
siliency of the ecosystem and

Retain and enhance quality of life, rural community identity,
account balancing of preservation and growth and the abjji
facilities to accommodate and sustain uses and populogi

climate change, and natural, agricultural, and histori urces.protectionto promote
health, safety, and welfare in our community. @

A\
PRIORITY SUBJECTS & GRALS €|,
Plan focal points baﬁe@én @nunity input...

This Comprehensive Pla a&s pla
the form of priority su@s. riority

update process and thr i
community goals, inno order S

ing elements required by the MPC, presentedin

rtance, are as follows:

Chapter 3 - AGRICULTURE RETENTION GOAL

Retainagricultural heritage and character intrinsic to the Township by supporting the
vitality and economic feasibility of agriculture as an industry and destination, along with
preservation of agriculturallands and soils, and any future utilization of land that both
compliments and reinforces agriculture.

Chapter 4 - RESOURCE PROTECTION AS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE GOAL
Protect resources and sensitive areas integral torural character and sustainability by
promoting utilization and restoration of naturalresources as inherent infrastructure,
preservation of open space and agriculturallands, protection of scenic resources and
landscapes, retentionand reuse of older and historic buildings and the energyand
materials already embodied in them, and development that respects resources.

Chapter 2-1 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan OVERVIEW & POLICIES - Implementation

Chapter 5 - TRAIL & OTHER PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION CONNECTIONS GOAL
Retain and expand multi-use trail and pedestrian pathinfrastructure to connect residents
to local pedestrian paths. Focus should also be made to connect the infrastructure to
current and future, parks, preserves, churches, schools, wineries, restaurants, and other
destinations. Care should be made to foster Kemblesville as a recreation destination.

Chapter 6 - ROADS & OTHER COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE GOAL

Retainrural roads and other community infrastructure and enhance, as needed, in a
manner that reflects and supports continued rural, agricultural, and open character and
natural constraints.

Chapter 7 - KEMBLESVILLE VILLAGE ENHANCEMENTS GOAL

Retain Kemblesville’s historic village character and traditional role as Franklin’s community
and commercial center including a mixing of uses, while enhancing walkability, promoting
economic vitality as an agritourismand recreation gateway, and considering strategies for
compatible innovative types of land uses. sg’\\'

Chapter 8 - FUTURE LAND USE GOAL

Balance preservationand growth and the ability of the land to aa@odate and sustain
uses and population, in concert with resources and agrlcultur roteCtionand community
facilities planning tofoster continuance of Franklin’s rural [

RECOMMENDATIONS & ACTI q/
IMPLEMENTATION MATRI ‘],
How vision and goals m@ ac

An implementation plan, as req&@)the rqvides a guide to carry out planning
policies and to address pIan sand ubJects It presents strategiesina table

below organized by plan el nd priority subject (‘what’), andindicating importance
and timeframe (‘when ﬁrnes re@smle and partners (‘by whom’), and primary
approaches (‘how to’) fogimplem then. Priority subjects and recommended strategies
are described (‘why’) in plan e hapters that follow.

IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX EXPLAINED

The table lists a summary of recommended strategies in a quick reference form, and
outlines, by table row or column, ‘what’, ‘how’, ‘when’, and ‘by whom’ planning efforts
should be implemented, as well as ‘how to’ execute such efforts. A description of the rows
and columns is:

» WHAT row lists plan priority subject and chapter cross-reference.

» HOW column lists recommendations andimplementation actions and numeric cross
references to more information in the relevant chapter.

» HOWTO column lists the key method in acting on an action.

» BY WHOM column lists entities with primary responsibility to undertake an action as
well as possible partner entities to be involved. Possible main entities are listed below,
including their abbreviated names in the table. It is not intended to be an exhaustive
list and there may be other parties, e.g. subject item consultants, whowould be
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Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan

OVERVIEW & POLICIES - Implementation

identified and involved when an action item is getting underway. The table assumes the
Board of Supervisors would be involved in every plan recommendation and action and

so they are not listed separately under each action.

PC- Township Planning Commission
HC- Township Historic Commission

HARB- Township Historic & Architecture Review Board

PADOT- PennDOT
AG- Agricultural Industry
BUS - Non-Agricultural Businesses

ADC-  ChesterCountyAgricultural Development Council

CcC- Chester County

WHEN column lists the recommended importance of an action and its sta
considering suchfactors as level of urgency, available funding and staff,

stepin alarger program. Importance and timeframe of an action

MGR- Township Manager

PRO - Township Parks, Recreation, Open Space Board

ENG- Township Engineer

SOL-

Township Solicitor

HOA - Homeowners Associations

LT-

CCPP - Chester CountyParks & Preservation Dept.

TBD-

Land Trusts

To Be Determined

’&ymefra me,
her

rently linked and

Township responsibilities. Actions involve both discrete efforts and fﬁc atare one
d ,i I

thus integratedintoone column thatis categorized and descr

» A(Act On)strategies are of the highest priority for i
Township to act on in the near-term. Ideally, ‘A’ ti

» C(ConsiderActing On)strategies are of m prl‘ y

0
er‘A’ %

for the Township to consider under
within 3 to 5 years of Plan adoption
are well underway.

%tation and arefor the
egies would be initiated

within 2 years of Plan adoption; however, may takajonger,
/ st involved.

ollows:

an the 2 year timeframe

Implementation and are

arstrategies would be initiated
tions have been accomplished or

» E (Explore)strategies are of pnor@r\‘blementatmn and areintended to be

further studied and initi
strategies would b
conditions necess

pendent

continuing existing progra
strategy may have both an
completion the strategy will then become ongoing.

» 0 (Ongoing)strategies re%e rpetual effort and often involve monitoring or

n the outcomes of further study. ‘E’ tier
and w@ced as time and funding permit or as changing

projects in which the Township is alreadyinvolved. A
" and another priority ranking, meaning that after

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

HOW

HOW TO

BY WHOM

PRIMARY | PARTNER

WHEN

WHAT - AGRICULTURAL RETENTION - Chapter 3

3-1. Support Agriculture as an Industry - Consider strategies to support agriculture to continue to be a viable
primaryindustry and anenhanced or expanded industry in the Township.

3-1.1. Consider ordinance measuresto furthersupportagriculture.

Zoning,SLDO

PC

AG

Chapter 2-3
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industry in the Township to foster communicationon industry
currentindustry practices and concerns.

3-1.2. Determineroadway changes neededfor larger agricultural Roadway MGR ENG/AG
equipment balanced with maintaining the Township’s rural improvements
roadway character (see Chapter6).

3-1.3. Coordinate with Chester County Agricultural Development Coordination/ | MGR ADC/AG
Council (ADC)on ways to keep agriculture economicallyviable agricultural
and interconnected in the Township and region. economy

3-1.4. Coordinate with the agriculture industry in the Township to Coordination/ AG
develop a cooperative and coordinated agritourism effort with agritourism TBD
Kemblesville Village (see Chapter 7) as acommunity centerand
gateway/first stop in Franklin foragritourism.

3-1.5. Consider having an annual or biannual forum with the agricultural| Forum TBD AG

preservation efforts by landowners, public entities, and non-p

ions.

3-2. Support Agriculturalland preservation - Continue to support and work cqoperatively on farmland
rofit orga [&

3-2.1. Continueto coordinate with propertyowners, land trusts, and Coor%w PRO LT/CCPP
Chester County Parks and Preservation Department (CCPP) on ral land
agricultural land preservation projects. rvation

3-2.2. Includein the duties of the Township Park, Recreationand O xWRO Duties MGR
Space (PRO) Board to monitor, advise, coordinate, and se
liaison and first point of contact on potential agricultur in
addition to open space, preservation opportunities.

3-2.3. Consider howto leverage funding sources fora \ral la ' ordination/ [PRO
preservation. funding

3-2.4. Hold afarmingforumforinputastow ate ortsw \h) Forum PRO MGR
additional agricultural landto be prese

3-2.5. Explore efforts to expand and eothe oWnersto Coordination/ | PRO AG
enter their landsinto the e shl tural Security | ASA program
Area (ASA)/District progra

3-3. Promote prime ag uralsoilp on-Promote protection of important prime agricultural soils and
resources.
& S
3-3.1. Consider zoning and SLDO re%rce protectionmeasures to Zoning,SLDO PC
protect primeagricultural soilsand resources, understanding that
the same excellent quality soils that provides robust agriculture
also provides sewer/wastewater perking capability/development,
3-3.2. Partnerwith Chester County Conservation District (CCCD) as a Coordination/ |[PRO CCCD/LT
primary affiliate, as well as coordinate with land trusts, on Information on
education information and programsabout activities thatimpact | soil health BMPs
soils and water quality and on Best Management Practices(BMP),
3-3.3. Encouragefarmers to have up to date informationabout nutrient| Coordination/ | PRO AG
managementand nutrient management plans to maintain the nutrient mgt
health of soil and water resources.
3-3.4. Consider whetherareas of Township preserves, parks, and Coordination/ |[PRO AG
open space canbe farmed with seasonal and rotating crops by Farming Twp
local farmers. land
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3-3.5. Encourage sustainable farming and other business practices that | Coordination/ | PRO AG E
are geared to maintain prime agricultural soils. Organic farming

3-4. Development Pattern - Direct developmentina wayand location, including road design, that is
appropriate tothe continuation of agriculture as the mainindustryin Franklin Township.

3-4.1. Provide zoning that supports minimizing potential conflicts Zoning PC AG E
between agricultural andothertypes of land uses.

3-4.2.Provide SLDO measuresfor development designin amanner that | SLDO PC AG E
“feeds” and is compatible with the agriculturalindustrial base.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

BY WHOM
HOW HOW TO WHEN
PRIMARY | PARTNER

WHAT -RESOURCE PROTECTION AS GREEN “INFRASTRUCTURE” —Chap

4-1 Protectsurface and ground water resources - Protect and res@\ace and groundwater qualityand
guantityin White Clay Creek, Big Elk Creek, and Christina Ri ersheds.

4-1.1.. Examine Township Code Chapter 26 (Water) and resource ‘ T Code PC A
protectionzoning standardsas to whether they continue )
sufficiently protect surface waterand groundwater.

4-1.2.. Encourage private land stewardship actions desjghe ogrdination/ PRO LT A/O
minimize negative impacts on surface wate Fmy ( ctson water
4-1.3..Consider restoration demonstration projec VTOW w Demonstration PRO LT C
properties. projects
4.2 Protectothernaturalresou %\ dditi water resources workto protect other significant natural
resources and sensitive ar

wronrb\ nfrastructure through appropriate land use regulations,
designtechniques, pubI| § ivate par netship, and preservation and outreachinitiatives.
n ormatu

4-2.1. Provide websitelm@ erials for Website MGR PRO A/O
landowners on howtohestore a ta|n natural

resources on their propertle\

4-2.2. Promote public-private partnerghlps on the importance of Coordination/ PRO HOA C
personal responsibility/stewardship on individual properties. | stewardship

4-2.3. Examine resource protection zoning and SLDO standardsto | Zoning PC A
ensure they protect natural resources overall.

4-3. Open space preservation - Continue to support and work cooperatively with other entities to permanently
protect priority open space resources.

4-3.1.Includein the duties of the Township Park, Recreation and PRO Duties MGR A/O
Open Space (PRO) Boardto monitor, advise, coordinate, and
serve as aliaison and first point of contact on potential open
space preservationopportunities.
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4-3.2. Continueto coordinate with propertyowners, land Coordination/ PRO LT/CCPP | A/O
conservancies, and Chester County Department of Parks and | Open space projects
Preservation, as well as neighboring municipalities to
promote and facilitate openspace preservation projects.

4-3.3. Consider howto leverage funding for additionalopenspace | Coordination/ PRO LT 0]
preservation. Openspacefunding

4-3.4. Develop prioritizationfor remaining available tracts that Study PRO LT A
could be preserved.

4-3.5. Addresslandstewardshipand maintenancein openspace Open space projects| PC PRO 0]
projects.

4-4. Historicand Scenicresources-Retainand protect historic and scenic resources and landscapes fro

degradationorloss to preserve the traditional rural context of Township heritage and character.

m

4-4.1. Consider ways that heritage interpretationcan be Coordination/ HC HARB A/O
incorporatedinto themes of agritourism and recreational heritage \
destination, and utilize events, programing, and online or interpretati
printinformation to highlight Township history, historic {b‘
resources, and landscapes. (\
4-4.2. Promote the Historical Commissionas a resource and liaison W MGR (0]
to assist property owners in preserving and rehabilitating . issionrole
their historic structures.
4-4.3. Apply to become a Certified Local Government (CLG),ath CLG program MGR HC/HARB| C
makes available PA historic resources-related fundi
opportunities. (
4-4.4. Maintain an updated Township Historic s@ Atlas% rvey HC HARB E/O
considerundertaking the next level of fesoulice identifi
viaa historic resources survey.
+—C
4-4.5. Protectscenicresourcesfrom S. '@ 4 Zoning PC HC/HARB| E/O
MPR;@NE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX
. U
N\ BY WHOM
HO HOW TO WHEN
PRIMARY | PARTNER

WHAT-TRAIL & OTHER PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION CONNECTIONS —Chapter5

5-1 Promote Pedestrian connections - Retain and expand multi-use trailand pedestrian pathinfrastructure to
connect parks, preserves, and other destinations, and to foster Kemblesville as a recreation (and

agritourismin Chapter 2) destination.

5-1.1. Update the 2009 trail feasibility study to createa current Study PRO PC A
master plan for a multi-use trail (non-motorizede.g., hiking,
walking, equestrianuse, cycling) and pedestrian walkway
network that links destinations.

5-1.2. Work to obtain easements to implement the multi-usetrail | Coordination/trails | PRO PC 0]

and pedestrianwalkway network during open space and
agricultural landspreservation, as well as part of any land
developmentapplication.

and pedestrian
walkways
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5-1.3. Develop outreach materials to highlight opportunities for
walking, hiking, and biking, and amenities.

Outreachmaterials

PRO

MGR Cc/0

5-2. Support Township Parks & Preserves- Continue to maintainand enhance Township Par

including as pedestrian and bicycling destinations.

ks and Preserves

5-2.1. Add wayfinding signage to parks and preserves, and Signage PRO MGR 0]
informational signage within parks and preserves.

5-2.2. Consider opportunities for nature educationinterpretation | Education outreach| PRO E
and experiences and encourage involvement and interest.

5-2.3. Promotevolunteer opportunities that focus on maintaining | Volunteer efforts PRO MGR 0]
parks and preserves.

5-2.4. Work with alocal land conservancy on community Demonstration PRO MGR E

sustainability demonstration projects.

projects

5-3. Engageinregional coordination - Participate inregional p
intertwine with the larger region.

edestrian and%c'le planning and projects that

\J

5-3.1. Work with neighboring municipalities to complete a more Coordi a@‘ PRO/PC | MGR A

interconnected regional trail and pedestrian network. pedestrian network

A4

5-3.2. Provide identifiedtransportation projects to Chester County (&u MGR PC 0

Planning Commissionfor inclusion on the Transportation 40

Improvement Inventory (TII).

COMPREHENSIVE I@Q %/I LEWbeON MATRIX
A
O BY WHOM
HOW HOW TO WHEN
PRIMARY | PARTNER

Ou &

W INFR N}T'}JRE Chapter6
KR!

WHAT - ROADS & OTHER CO
ands

6-1. Community facilities
facilities within theQ ndf

the natural constrain ofthela

e: Con5|der appropriate and adequate community services and
|ts of the Township as a rural community, its rural character, and

6-1.1. Reviewthe TownshlpAct53br ge Facilities Plan to Sewage Facilities PC ENG (0]
ensure itcontinues to meett ownship rural vision, as well| Plan
as takesinto account newtechnologies including greening.

6-1.2. Reviewany water service areasin the Township to ensure Water ServiceArea | PC ENG (0]
they continueto meetthe Township rural vision, Map
groundwater and surface water quality and quantity, as well
as takesinto account new technologies including greening.

6-1.3. Whenupdates are needed to Townshipfacilities, consider Township facilities | MGR 0
methods as to how energy efficiencyand alternativeenergy | updates
can beincluded.

6-1.4. In understanding the Township as a rural community would | Coordination/ MGR 0]
notself-fund to provide services and facilities, continue to Regional services
work within the larger region including with neighboring and facilities
communities and organizations to provide quality facilities
and services that the Township utilizes.
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6-2. Green Sustainable infrastructure & energy - Consider and promote use of greeninfrastructure types
including renewable energy, stormwatermanagement/ erosion control & soil mgt, roads, sewer,
groundwater & surface water, recreation, and development design.

6-2.1. Continuallyreassess howto supportand encourageuseof | Ordinances PC (0]
alternative energy sourcesincluding evolvingtechnology and
innovations.

6-2.2. Encouragethe use of greening roads, stormwater Education outreach| TBD ENG/PC/ | O
infrastructure, development design, adaptive reuse of historig HC

buildings, and otherinfrastructure types.

6-2.3. Provide outreachabouttypes of greeninfrastructure. Outreach MGR ENG/PC/ | O
HC
6-2.4. Aimfor Franklin to become knownas a green energy Coordination/green| TBD MGR E
destination in the County. destination

6-3. Vehicular circulation - Plan for a safe and efficient transportation netwﬁ@the movement of people
and goods and that reflects the rural community character including a by agricultural equipment.
Participate inregional transportation planning and projects that Ia% he transportation networkin
Franklin Township. (See Actions 3-1.2 and 3-4.2) 6

v
6-3.1. Determine ways to calmtraffic on PA 896 and Appleton &dination/truck MGR MGR/ A/O
Road. 4 traffic PADOT
6-3.2. Coordinateroadwayimprovements with integrated ’Roadway MGR PC A
strategies thatenable farm equipmentto travel wit e’ | improvements

Township, especiallyalong main road corridors.

6-3.3. Coordinate with PennDOT and Chester Courm rdin rdination/rural | MGR PADOT/ | O
maintenance of state and county own ysa EQ oadway character cC
bridgesto ensure that maintenance an@repair area ssed
ina manner consistent with Frapkl'r‘s{ural ch%cter.

Planning Commissionfor i nontheTra rtation
Improvement Invent

6-3.4.Provideidentifiedtransportati\NjectsWreounty CCTII MGR ENG/PC | O
&flb o
I

('}

6-3.5. Continueto discoura speedingarng borhoodcut- Coordination/ MGR 0]
through traffic, e.g., work with St olice, speed limitsigns,| Speedingand cut
stop signs, flashing lights, etc. through traffic

~
6-4. On-road bicycling - Consider how toimprove bicycle connectivity infrastructure andto foster Kemblesville
as arecreationdestination.

6-4.1. |dentify roadimprovements that facilitate currenton-road | Study PC MGR (0]
bicycling coupled with implementing other Chapter goals,
including roadside stormwater management.

6-4.2. Consider howto address funding to implement on-road Funding MGR PC E
cycling circulation.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION MATRIX

HOW

HOW TO

BY WHOM

PRIMARY

PARTNER

WHEN

WHAT - KEMBLESVILLE VILLAGE ENHANCEMENTS — Chapter 7

7-1. Branding and marketing - Promote Kemblesville village by rebranding the village as a walkable agritourism
and trail, open space, and recreation destination gateway and community center.

7-1.1.Completeavillage master plan with afocus on brandingand | Village master plan | PC HC/HARB| C
building onto the historic village character and historic
resources. Employ existing tools of the Township Historic
Resources Atlas and Local Historic District as a foundation.

7-1.2.Participatein aregional Mason-Dixon/Arc Corner Heritage Heritage HC/HARB| MGR A
Interpretation and Connectivity Master Plan. Interpretatio /PRO

Connectivitm

7-1.3. Hold acommunity forum for branding ideas centering around| Foru v TBD HC/HARB| E
two themes — agritourism destinationfor agriculturein the Q /PC/PRO
Township & recreation destination for Township and nearby \
trails, cycling, parks, and preserves. ?

7-1.4. Participate in Chester County Villages and Town Tours e. hester County HC/HARB| MGR E
Program for avillage walking tour, and consider othe Villages and Town
programs such as an annual interior historic buildi . Mrs Program

A

7-1.5. Work with local farmers to create a Kemblesvi ge ( ymatlon/ MGR AG C/0
Farmers Market that provides produce goodsQ rmers Market
directly to local residents. n

7-1.6. Establish wayfindingsignage for Ke swlle village, wh‘( Wayfinding signage | MGR BUS E
can promote village hlstory, b nd dir dhattract
visitors.

7-2. Historic Resources— 00}’(3 man@a nce and continuedintegrity of village historic resources and
character.
N N\
7-2.1. Develop graphicdesign gui i@r Kemblesvilleasalocal | Design guidelines | HARB HC/PC C
historic district.
7-2.2. Prepare a National Register Listing nomination for National Register HARB HC E
Kemblesville Historic District. Currently, thereis a National Listing nomination
Register Eligible Historic District.
7-2.3. Continueto keepthe village as a Local Historic District to Coordination/ Local| HARB MGR 0]
preserveindividual historicresources and overall historic Historic District
village character, and consider other optionsfor historic
resources protection and their adaptive reuse.
7-3. Walkability & Traffic Calming — Support efforts to lower speed limits and calm traffic on PA 896 for
walkabilityin Kemblesville.
7-3.1. Employ traffic calming techniques within the village to slow | Traffic calming ENG MGR/ E
traffic in amanner compatible with a walkable village. PADOT
7-3.2. Address parking to promote more visitation to the village and| Parking MGR ENG E

its businesses.
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7-3.3. Identify and implementimprovements to provide facilities for| Pedestrian ENG/PC | MGR E
walking and biking at priority locations, and consider how to | walkways
have a pedestrian walkway network within the village.

7-4. Land Use - Consider zoning changes that would allow for additional types of land use options for
Kemblesville as a viable village and Township community center. Consider areas near Kemblesville as
primary areas for any planned growthin the Township.

7-4.1. Examine how to changethe V Village District to promote Zoning PC HARB/HC| C
compatible scales village-oriented uses and adaptive reuse of
historic resources.

7-4.2. Examine V Village District boundaries in Kemblesville and Zoning PC HARB/HC| C
determine whether boundaries should include all of the
National Register Eligible Historic District, Act 167 Local
Historic District, and other possible areas.

7-4.3. Continue to have commercial and industrial zoning centered | Zoning PC C
around Kemblesville Village, which helps to provide a base of

people to use businessand otheramenitiesin the Village S D

7-4.4. Determineif higher density housing opportunitiesexisting Zo PC C
within and near Kemblesville Village, both to provide for
future population growth in a growth managed mannerand
to provide areadily available and nearby population base foN
village businesses and other amenities.

COMPREHENSIVE P@S LEWT;[;«)N MATRIX

A
O BY WHOM
HOW { ) HOW TO WHEN
PRIMARY | PARTNER

WHAT-FUTURE LAND USE -

8-1. Developmentand R ent - Rigect development to appropriate areas of the Township focusing on
redevelopment of penspace, natural resources,and agricultural lands for resource
and growth managentent. Esta a’balance betweenland uses, agricultureas the mainindustry, the
transportation network, anxélllty of natural systems to support development.

8-1.1. Directgrowth to already deve’gpedareas. Focusany new Zoning, SLDO, PC MGR/ 0]
developmentin specific areas and at a scale compatible with | Development ENG
Township rural character. Direct development away from review

rural areas, environmentally sensitive and constrained lands,
and agricultural portions of the Township. Direct growth
in/around Kemblesville, and that transitions to less developed
as it radiates further outinto the Township.

8-1.2.Focus small scale business uses and mixed-commercial/ Zoning, SLDO, PC MGR C
residential usesin and around Kemblesville, with a Development
preferenceforlocal commercial, and not chain, uses. review
8-1.3.Focusindustrial and other commercial uses further outfrom | Zoning, SLDO, PC MGR C
Kemblesville alongPA 896. Development
review
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8-1.4. Consider low density zoningin appropriate areas to promote | Zoning PC MGR C
hobby farms.

8-1.5. Inrural areas, requirethatany land development preserves | Zoning, SLDO, PC MGR C
large amounts of open space and agricultural lands through | Development
zoning and SLDO measures. review

8-1.6.Ensure SLDO provisions use site responsiveness and capacity | SLDO PC 6]
of the land for the proposal as the baseline for all
development.

8-1.7. Determineif there are ways through ordinances, or other Zoning, SLDO, PC AG A/O
strategies, to reduce conflicts betweenagricultural usesand | Development
residential developments. review

8-1.8. Review zoning to reduce non-conformities, as possible, in Zoning PC (0]
order to lessenthe needfor possible unnecessaryvariance
applications.

y 2

8-1.9.Reviewlandusesin zoning to ensure PAMPCrequirements | Zoning \ PC SOL (0]
are addressed.

8-1.10.Review procedural aspects of zoning and SLDOto ensure r’ PC SOL 0]
theyare current. X\r

8-2. Revitalization —Support revitalization of existing buiIding@ka ready developed sites.

8-2.1. Createincentivesin zoning and SLDOforredevelopme ’Zoning,SLDO PC HC E
existing sites ratherthan that encourage developm
open lands and green fields.

8-2.2. Coordinate with the business communityo rdination MGR BUS E

working group to focus on site redevel
reuse, as an alternative to tear downs

ff/b

development. . (' .

P
8-3. Existing Businesses—Con@stmg b'\kg)es bothin-home andin-commercial buildings, and how

they canbe supported

8-3.1. Reviewzoningasto rmits ccupations, which| Zoning PC A
may become particu relevan e occupations may
become more prevalentand\ stay post pandemic.

8-3.2.Review zoning asitrelates to Qage,expansions, accessory | Zoning PC 6]

secondary uses, and permit process, taking into account that
business and economic viability isimportant to facilitate the
neededfunding and vitality for implementation of other
Township and Comp Plan recommendations.

8-4. Housing—Planfor housing needs while protecting Township traditional rural, historic, natural, and scenic

qualities.

8-4.1. Provide for housing variety to the extentrequired by state Zoning PC SOL (0]
law.

8-4.2. Focus additional housing through mixed-usein/near Zoning PC HARB C
Kemblesville.

8-4.3. Consider focusing any other additional multi-family housing | Zoning PC C
near the current apartment use (Wagner Apartment/Heritage
Village).
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8-4.4. Examine accessory dwelling unit (ADU) zoning regulationsto | Zoning PC (0]
ensure theyprovidefor addedvariety of housing for agingin
place and arural housingalternative.

IMPLEMENTATION STATUS & PROGRESS

Plan recommendations and actions should be assessed on a periodic basis in order to keep
this plan current. A status check of their continued relevancyand a progress check of those
accomplished to-date could be made annually and put in a summary report.

TOWNSHIP WORK PROGRAM

The Board of Supervisors can make the status and progress checka part of the Township
work program, directing employees, boards, commissions, and committees to complete the
assessment for their area of specialty and prepare the summaryfor the T hip annual
reorganization meeting. Incorporating the implementation matrixasa T ip work
programto-do list, and its continual use and evaluation, is needed forq ccessful
implementation of planning policy and future vision.

SUMMARY STATUS \'

The implementation matrix should be used as the basis f mary reporting, with a brief
assessment of initiated, completed, and proposed acti the yearas well as an
indication of what, if any, adjustments might be neede®\to rec mended actions. This
information would also be useful for the next of

@( fw Plan update.
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PRIORITY SUBJECT

Chapter3
Agricultural Retention

GOAL-
Whattheaim is...

Based on a robust community input process (see Chapter 1), agricultural retentionis a
priority subject for Township planning and this is the goal:

Retainagricultural heritage and character intrinsic to the Township by supporting the
vitality and economic feasibility of agriculture as an industryand destination, along with
preservation of agriculturallands and soils, and any future utilization of land that both

compliments and reinforces agriculture.

N\
BACKGROUND- ‘K(b'
Why this is a Priority Area & What it is\Q

Why? - Community Input @Q
There is strong community support for the continued vation of Franklin Township’s
rural character, of which agriculture plays a critic ity survey findings
indicate many residents choose to live in Franklj T:be persisting rural, quiet
lifestyle (70%, 362 respondents) and scenic pondents). Survey findings
show that retention of rural character (@P res s) is one of the most important
topics for the Township to focus on goin ard. Thelsyrvey shows that agricultural uses
and their preservationare one ofith Township policy areas to maintain (43%, 195

respondents)and promote (49°io,§ esp into the future; and likewise, are one of

the lowest ranking (4%, 17 re déents) topic\areas for policy limitations.

Major concerns raised@gmnts t
an i

amount of availablel for far

equipment, and the viability o
expressedinterestin ways to

out the planning process were the dwindling
ability of existing roads to accommodate agricultural
eneration farmers in the Township. Franklin residents
e the agriculture industry viable for years to come.

What? - Context

Agricultureis located throughout the County. Landscapes3 designates large portions of the
County as Agricultural (24%) and Rural (35%) Landscapes. This designation captures an
overall County-wide land use contextual patternrather thanlocations of every agricultural
use. Agricultureis a strong economy in Pennsylvania and Chester County. The County’s top
agricultural sectors remainin mushroom production, field crops, and dairy production, but
still contains a wide range of other agricultural operations (nursery and greenhouse,
equine, vegetable, fruits and tree nuts, Christmas trees, livestock, and egg and poultry). The
County’s fastest growing segment of agriculture is organic production with a nearly 300%
increase since 2012. Chester Countyfalls at the junction of a suburbanizing areain the
Philadelphia metropolitan regionand home to one of the nation's most vibrant agricultural
economies. While providing a captive, close-in, large market area, this situationalso creates
challenges of farming in a development-influenced area where rich agriculturalsoils also
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provide good attributes, e.g. percolation for sewer facilities, for ‘growing’ of buildings.

There is a growing trend in the larger region for vineyards and related wine production, and
barley crops and related malt production, brewing, and distilling. Secondary agricultural
related businesses have also been increasing in the form of agritourism of wine tasting, facility
tours, and direct farm to table sales and shops. Indoor agriculture maybe a growing trend in
needing less land area and reusing existing buildings that once housed commercial office or
flex space. Chester County is fortunate to have an Agricultural Development Council (ADC)
that serves to raise awareness of the economic impact of the local farming industry and
promote excellence in farming. The ADC is beginning a strategic planfor agricultural economic
development in the County that will yield key information about the agricultural economy and
recommendations for its strengthening, which will be helpful for rural communities, like
Franklin, defined by and with an objective to retainan agriculturalindustrial base.

What? - Existing Conditions
An enduring rural agriculturallegacyis integralto Franklin Township’s cha
Agricultureis a cultural resource and tradition infused in the Township, %s the
agricultural resources andindustry themselves that allow that tradm@
Franklin Township contains around 2,600 acres of lands in agricu @

of totalland in the Township. Agriculturallands include propecties

ntinue.
s, or roughly 32%
re agricultural

activities arein active use (e.g. crops or beef farm) or passiv .g. fallow fields) as well
as activities that are outdoor (e.g. vineyard), indoor (e.g. réom production), or both
(e.g. equine and equestrian). While it is technically a t ndustrial use, agricultureis

put into its own categorydue to its distinct land us terns %ﬁj;eeds

Within Franklin Township, a variety of farmln place! ludes beef, cattle

breeding, vineyards, and crops (hay, cor ean, bar t tobacco). There is also
agricultural-related business (e.g. wme@wg, but% afood truck), on-site
agritourism (e.g. wine tasting, cut fl erbs, h greenhouse production (vegetables,

flowers, shrubs), fire wood, equ orse |dqng/board|ng, agricultural tours, and
facility rentalas well as seco@ m bush& d homesteading/sustenance farming.

Agriculturallands, in c nshlp wi en spacelands (see Chapter 4), are locatedin
loose groupings throughut the TO\Q p (see map), with, mainly, lower density residential
uses grouped in between. Thi % y of farms, and open lands, and integration of
residential areas contributes t%s dent’s appreciation for agriculture, along with open
lands and scenic resources, as core elements in their community. A key to the continued
success of agriculture is connectivity, and proximity, of farms and suppliers to one another
which helps to support the industry as a whole. Agricultural Security Area (ASA) locations
show that agriculturallands are locatedin loose groupings and also often abut lower
intensity uses and preserved open spaces. Act 43 (1981) enables municipal ASAs, which
may cross municipal lines, having at least 250 acres of productive farmland and provides a
level of protection from nuisance ordinances and condemnations as well is a first step
toward County and State farmlands preservation programs. Agricultural Residential zoning,
which permits agricultural uses and residential-oriented uses, covers the majority, roughly
75%, of Township land.

Property owners have been committedto the preservation of Franklin’s rural characterand
agriculturalindustry and way of life, and have successfully partnered with Franklin
Township, local conservancies, Chester County, and Pennsylvania to preserve their
farmland in perpetuity through agricultural easements. Farmland preservationwas an
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element of the 2003 Township open space referendum, which Township residents and
property owners voted to approve to establishaland conservation program and funding.
The Township’s program, directlyand in partnership with other programs, has workedto
protect farmland. One such partner programis Chester County Park & Preservation
Department’s (CCPP) Agricultural Land Preservation Program (ALPP), which seeks to
preserve viable agriculturallands to help retain and protect County agricultural economy
and resources in the County.

Franklin has shown commitment to agricultural land preservationand progress has been
made to preserve farmlands. There are 9 agricultural eased farms in Franklin on 472 acres.
These easements were completed through the ALPP. Franklin provided matching funds for
5 of the easements. Farming on preserved lands is not limited to ALPP/agricultural eased
lands; it is estimated that around 400 acres of total preserved lands in Franklin are not
farmed in any manner. For example, Peacedale, Goodwin, and Franklin Preserves, which
are preserved open space, have hay harvested annually. The 938 acre Big Elk Creek Section

of the White ClayCreek Preserve in Franklin (part of the Strawbridge prop is farmed
with both hay and corn. For perspective (alsosee Chapter 4), of the 8,41 cres that
make of Franklin Township, as of November 2019 about 2411 acres of; preserved
(including preserves, farmlands, openspace, and Stonegate HO including other
HOAs or Crossan Park). When adding in all HOA lands, about 2770 sof land is
preserved. Farming occurs on unpreserved and preserved la reserving farmlands are
one part of the total equation that contributes to ensurin iCulture remains the main

industry in the Township.

A large proportion of soils in Franklin are classifi r|me a r| ulturalsoils, which are
designated by USDA’s Natural Resource Conse nServ elas eII drained, fertile soils

suitable for a wide range of crops and th Iess |rr|gat|on and
conservation measures than most soiIs Ia nd wi agrlcultural soils is referenced
impértant natural resource for

by the PA Municipalities Plannlng Co )as an
protection. Linking Landscapes, r Co apnmg document, indicates the County
contains some of the most p (o) non | farmland soils in the nation.

RECOMMEN&HOI\&@%CNONS-

How to implement.

3-1. Support Agriculture as an Industry - Consider strategiesto support
agriculture to continue to be a viable primaryindustry and an enhanced
or expanded industry in the Township.

WHY DO THIS? -

Residents value farming as it relates toand sustains rural character, and as a fundamental
part of Franklin Township to protect and promote into the future. Agriculture as an industry
is a cultural resource and traditional way of life that is tied to the core of Franklin
Township’s character. It provides an industrial tax base along with employment, requires
minimal public services and infrastructure orimprovements thereto, generates lower traffic
than other uses (e.g. residential developments), and, in some cases (e.g. field crops)
provides a lower intensity use of land and impervious surface cover and a high degree of
scenic quality and ability of the land to accommodate and sustain uses. It also provides life
giving food and in a locally sourced manner, readily providing the reality of the continually
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growing movement of ‘food-to-table’ by bringing fresh food directly into homes, stores, and
eating establishments.

Kemblesville is in a good location as a ‘landing spot’ for agritourism, as a smallvillage in the
midst of a rural community and surrounded by agriculture. Plus, the village is within
proximity to vast amounts of parks and open space, some of which also contain farming
and including growing equestrian presence and activities in Fair Hill State Park.

3-1.1. HOW?- Consider ordinance measures to further support agriculture.

> Ensure zoning supports agriculture as a land use and within legally permitted
parameters, including where/what types of agricultural uses are permitted,
supplemental use regulations, possible barriers, continued agricultural operations in
open space developments, and continued smallfarming uses. As well, review
whether/how secondary agricultural businesses (e.g., horse boarding and training, farm
shops, or wine tasting) are allowed, as such businesses supplement revenue of the
main farming operation. Currently, zoning permits are required for aghi

» Review SLDO provisions to determine if there are unnecessarily limit
whether they can be amended within the parameters of state xample,
requiring land development plans for small agricultural build .g.small pole barns)
is problematic for farmers. Stormwater management is reguired

» Inzoning and SLDO, define agritourismand agritainmer&nples of which include
corn mazes, farmtours, wine tastings, on-the-farm d@ ayrides, public horse riding
stables, or ‘pick-your-own’ pumpkins.

3-1.2. HOW? - Determine roadway changes df agricultural equipment
balanced with maintaining the Townshl ral ro aracter (see Chapter 6).

» When road changes are being cont@ siderations alsoneed tobe
given for changes thatcan be i mcorp edto road ys that facilitate movement of

equipment for the farming co u |ty, m% g}clea ring overgrowth to expose any

existing road shoulders, pgovergr low movement of taller farm
equipment, placement o signage, a addmg of road shoulders in key locations.

» To be prepared for ywhég rbadway ges are proposed, an inventory should be
conducted to detengfine curren
recommendations on*how tqr

» To be prepared for whenr y changes are proposed, routes that farms use for
equipment would be inventefied in consultation with the farming community, along
with a prioritization of key routes and locations were road improvements would
provide the most benefits for the Franklin farming community overall.

3-1.3 HOW? - Coordinate with Chester County Agricultural Development Council
(ADC) on ways to keep agricultural economically viable and interconnected in the
Township and region.

» The ADC’s agriculture economic development strategic plan, once completed, should
be reviewed for its data and recommendations, and relevant strategies for promoting
farming in Franklin should be incorporatedin Township policy discussions.

» Consult Chester County ADC’s agriculture economic strategic plan, once completed, for
data about the County’s agricultural economic and recommendations to maintain and
grow that economy.

» Reviewthe ADC’s farming data sheets that contain information about specific sectors
of agriculture, e.g. field crops and dairy, and the USDA’s Agricultural Census.
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» Reachout tothe ADC as an informational clearinghouse and possible partner on
agricultural promotion initiatives in the region.

> Inform Franklin famers about the ADC’s well circulated Local Farm Product Guide,
which is an informational resource for the public about local farms and markets.

» Consider working with the ADC to have a farm tour in Franklin. This would bring added
regional and county-wide attention to the agriculturalindustry in Franklin.

3-1.4. HOW? - Coordinate with the agriculture industry in the Township to developa
cooperative and coordinated agritourism effort with Kemblesville Village (see
Chapter 7) as a community center and gateway/first stop in Franklin for agritourism.

> ldentify farm operations within the Township and immediately neighboring
communities that currently are or would like to be open to the public. If this idea
blossomes, it could then be extended to a further geographicalarea. Local farm
information in the ADC Local Farm Products Guide would be a starting point for
information on farms with facilities currently accessible tothe public as well as
agritourism already occurring in the area. sge

» Conduct a forum with Kemblesville residents on how and where the could avalil
itselfas a gatewayfor agritourism. The BoS may decide to cre & Committee for
the purposes of carrying out this action. Q

» Considertyping agricultural heritage of the region, throughs.a posSible heritage center
in the village, as an element of agritourismandas a wa % into and attract the
heritage-related visitor market sector, whichis signifi Qonomy in PA.

» Promote trailand path connectivity to further ena @Jine activities.

» Consider having displays along trails and pedest¥i alkways to showcase and educate
the community about local agricultural pro ee \%2.2)

um with the agricultural

n industry current industry

industry in the Township to foster c unicat

3-1.5. HOW? - Consider having an anfitia bia%
practices and concerns.

O

> Develop an ongoing open li %Qf\comm i%nﬂwith the Franklin farming community,
including farm operatio @support businesses, via anannual or biannual forum.
The farming commuyni t know ir individual businesses and through the forum
can come togethentd provide c tive and collective input as to how Township
planning can assista icultuﬁﬁ industry. Even for ideas that may be beyond the
control of the Township, t% rmation is still useful for the Township to understand
in the overall context and ferany larger scale regional initiatives related to agriculture
that may emerge (e.g. State roadway studies or improvements).

» Plan this local farming forum to also bring together farmers, as well as agricultural
property owners and smaller farms (e.g. hobby farms) in order to gain insight about
how Township planning could provide support in a continuing dynamic and multi-
facetedand tiered agriculture Franklin.

3-2. Support Agricultural land preservation - Continue to support and
work cooperatively on farmland preservation efforts by landowners,
public entities, and non-profit organizations.

WHY DO THIS?

While Franklin has been successful at staving off development since the last Comprehensive

Plan, areas and communities around the Township continue togrow and the overall region’s
population is continuing to increase. Permanently preserving the Township’s agricultural
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land is a major stepin the battle for maintaining rural character that is so highly valued.

3-2.1. HOW? - Continue to coordinate with property owners, land trusts, and
Chester County Parks and Preservation Department (CCPP) on agricultural land
preservation projects.

» Successful agriculturalland preservationinvolves many partners; the property owner,
funding to purchase development rights from the property, conservation easement legal
document creation and recording with the County Recorder of Deeds, and organization
to hold and the monitor the easement.

» Seek opportunities to partner withland trusts that may help support the preservation
of naturalresources of prime agricultural soils and the Township’s farmland.

» Continue to partner with government agencies at the County, State, and Federal level to
secure additional funding for the preservation of farmland and prime agriculturalsoils.
Chester County’s Agricultural Land Preservation Board (ALPB) oversees the County’s
ALPP, which includes County and State easement components, and CCPP administers
the program. Agricultural easements completed throughthe ALPP m Ive a
combination of County, State, Federaland municipal funds. As well times
agricultural easement projects alsoadditionally entail funds YQ rofits (e.g., land
trust, and partial acreage donations from subject Iandowneré

» Meet with CCPP’s Agricultural Land Preservation Program a
resources available that are applicable to the Townsth

tor to discuss potential

(PRO) Board to monitor, advise, coordinate, liaison and first point of contact

3-2.2. HOW?- Include in the duties of the Tow’r,& rk, Recreation and Open Space
on potential agricultural land, in addition t sp ervatlon opportunities.

» Work to provide outreach so eachfar |on | f programs available to
preserve their farmlands. Communéz key they understand the potential
benefits of farmland preservation pr ms. Often idents are interestedin

programs, but may not have theltime for arg\h or know where to turn for
information. The PRO Boar d act @lrst point of contact for the Township, so
that residents intereste @servmgt farms can be given information from a
direct source abou urees and rams available to them.

tial properti whners that may be interestedin participatingin

a land preservation project.
» Train and educate PRO Boa mbers concerning land preservationissues and practices,

and work to take the lead and preservation planning, landowner cultivation, as well as
working with the Township on identifying and assisting on possible grants/applications.

3-2.3. HOW?- Consider how to leverage funding sources for agricultural land preservation.

» Partnering with other parties (e.g., CCPP, land owners, andland trusts) will allow
dollars to stretch further, andin turn allow more farmlands, and prime agricultural
soils, to be preserved. Certainfarmland preservation projects can qualify for State or
Federal funds, which means the cost to the Township is zero. The Township should
work with Chester County’s Department of Parks and Preservation to identify potential
projects that could qualify for these funds.

» Meet with CCPP’s Agricultural Land Preservation Program coordinator to discuss how to
leverage the maximum amount of funding, including through partnerships with the County,
State, or Federal government, or land trusts and other possible entities (e.g. foundations).

» Residents and property owners can continue to support a land preservation program
and fund for future properties that become available for agriculturalland preservation.
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Preserving agricultural resources is also about preserving the Franklin way of life (e.g.,
enjoying local wineries, fresh eggs, pickyou own flowers, and a local butcher).

3-2.4. HOW? - Hold a farming forum for input as to what efforts would help
additional agricultural land to be preserved.

» Plan a local farming forum to bring together farmers todiscuss farm preservation
opportunities. Land preservation can be explained to dispel possible misconceptions.
Invite presenters from Chester County and land trusts tospeakabout their programs.
Chester County ALPP can be consulted regarding the Oxford Region ‘forum’ as an
example of this type of efforts.

» Franklin Township Supervisors, PRO Board, and Planning Commission should also
attendthis forum to learn about ways they can support preservation efforts within
their Township.

» Provide information about the ASA including about enrollment. ASA often can be
confounded with the PA Clean and Greentax program that provides taxabatement on
active farmlands for agricultural properties that meet certain thresholds"

3-2.5. HOW? - Explore efforts to expand and encourage oth g ners to enter their
lands into the existing Township Agricultural Security Are )/District program.

» Inform and update CCPP of properties added or removed ff@m ASA’s in order to assist
the agriculturalland preservation application process fof lahdowners applying to
County and PA preservation programs. Since ASA en nt is a key aspect of many
farmland preservation programs, the PRO Board take an activerole in ensuring
the listis up to date eachyear. Along with th RO dshould act as a point
contact for interested farm owners, and in to agsist xplaining the ASA,

process enroll, and benefits.

» By ensuring that current agriculturdl lan Fra g‘urolled in the ASA, Franklin
properties will be more prepared for‘enfollment infafl agriculturalland preservation
program, many of which ha e@nroll as a mandatory qualifying requirement.

» Enrolling in the ASAis ane 0 ass ma both the Township and landowners

&al industry¥urposes, including affirming a cluster of

are focused on active ag
agricultural usesdanéltural uﬁupportive on one another. As well, ASA

enrollment provi level of p on against nuisance lawsuits.

3-3. Promote prime agr?ﬁ\}ral soil protection - Promote protection of
important prime agriculttfral soilsand resources.

WHY DO THIS?

Prime agriculturalsoils are important as they produce the highest crop yields, require
minimal input of energy and economic resources (less irrigation), and have better natural
drainage than other soil types. Such soils are recognized at the Federal, State, County, and
Local level as important natural resources for protection. Franklin is blessed with large
swaths of land that contains theserich soils, and it is one of the major contributing factors
to the continued success of the Township’s agriculture industry.
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3-3.1. HOW: Consider zoning and SLDO resource protection measures to protect
prime agricultural soils and resources, understanding that the same excellent
quality soils that provides robust agriculture also provides sewer/wastewater
perking capability/development.

> Soil’s ability to assimilate and accommodate wastewater disposal is a central element
of local planning in rural area, as is the ability of the land, including soils, to
accommodate differing uses. Both are a primary determinant in locating land uses. Due
to compaction, permeability, and erodibility qualities, certainsoils are better suited for
certainmanagement and uses as well as wastewater disposal (see Chapter 6).

» Considerin zoning whether prime agricultural soils should be included as part of a net-
out provision in calculating development density, and what percentage, to exclude
them from development. This consideration needs to be weighed against other natural
resources for protection as well (See Chapter 4).

» EnsureSLDO provisions encourage site sensitive development design/layouts that are
sensitive to continuing agricultural uses.

3-3.2. HOW: Partner with Chester County Conservation District (m ) as a
primary affiliate, as well as coordinate with land trusts, on information
and programs about activities that impact soils and water and on Best
Management Practices (BMP). \

» CCCD works with County landowners, farm and non—far? soil conservation
practices to maintain water quality. CCCD is a primar rnmental entity on a County
level that addresses agricultural practices as rel soil condition/management,
run-off and erosion control, and BMPs. BMPs delinésthat balance use of land
and impacts to natural resources by promoting,ststai e of naturalresources.
CCCD includes an Agricultural Teamto p @ planm technical assistance to
agricultural producers in the Count@ acticaf; agricultural management.

» Explore farm or residential ‘farming onstratiopgrojects done though aland
conservation organization oneappr riate@ship properties.

» While CCCD s thefirst stop ifand wa uﬁlity planning as related to farming,
Franklin can alsoreacho her org%;ations (e.g., Stroud Water, Brandywine Red
ClayAssociation (B USN for topical educational information and possible

QA

programming. B
streams health (see

asalong ing ‘Red Stream Blue’ project to address restoring
apter4

3-3.3. HOW: Encourage farbrs to have up to date information about nutrient
management and nutrient management plans to maintain the health of soil and
water resources.

» Encourage farmers to work with CCCD to havein place and implement current
Conservation Plans and/or Nutrient (Manure) Management Plans to maintain and
improve soil and water quality. This can include encouraging farmers to work with their
consultants to secure funding for the plans as well as implementing BMPs. Such plans
should be updated periodically, often every few years, tokeep up with changes in
regulations and evolution, technology, and efficacy in farming and conservations
practices. Also, any major changes in farm operations would trigger updates to plans.

» Along with CCCD andland trusts, there are businesses dedicated to helping farmers
create or update a Conservation Plan and/or Nutrient (Manure) Management Plan and
maintain compliance with environmental regulations and other requirements. Such
businesses canalsoassist and evolve farming business practices in terms of addressing
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environmental issues. One such company was interviewed as part of subject area
interviews for this Comprehensive Plan process (See Chapter 1and Appendix).

3-3.4. HOW: Consider whether areas of Township preserves, parks, and open
space can be farmed with seasonal and rotating crops by local farmers.

» Currently, limited lands in Township preserves are farmed. They use single crop farming
of hay. This practice can deplete soil nutrients over time. Any crop field where nutrients
are not reapplied (per a periodic soil test) will be depleted of nutrients overtime, not
just hay fields, which this should be considered as well as rotating of crops as a regular
practice.

> Explore turning other, appropriate, Township properties into agriculture usage, through
leases and grant funding.

3-3.5. HOW: Encourage sustainable farming and other business practices that are
geared to maintain prime agricultural soils.

> Goals of protecting the environment and running a successful busine s%ﬁot mutually
exclusive and increasing less soin today’s marketplace where cust actively seek
this type of business practices. Displaying and acting on envir {(a awarenessis a
smart business decision.

» Preserving nutrients in soils often directly correlate to longer term positive outcomes
on vyields for agricultural operations. Heavy use protectian, viparian forest buffers, and

other best management practices help protect prim iCultural soils.

» Encourage organic types of farming practices (e of cover crops, green manures,
and crop rotations) to maximize biological ac n long-term soil health.
The reduction of synthetic pesticides and f@&rs b rm and non-farm
properties, should be conveyed thou atio |aIs andin practice
through requirements where feasm@ prov d stream healthin Franklin.

3-4. Development Patter. Qpect d ment ina way and location,

including road de5|gn ppr% to the continuation of

agriculture as the ma stry| Franklin Township.

WHY DO THIS? -

Agriculture is foundational to e@ing the rural character and way of life in Franklin. In
needing large swaths of open lantls for use in many agricultural operations, it inherently
keeps Franklin’s rural, open character intact. Surveyresults indicate respondents want
agriculture to maintaina main industry in the community and any additional development
needs to fit in within that low density, rural, open character that defines Franklin.

3-4.1. HOW? Provide zoning that supports minimizing potential conflicts between
agricultural and other types of land uses.

> Limit the introduction of new medium to high density housing or commercial
businesses on land currently used for agriculture through zoning or land preservation.

> Explore implementing agricultural zoning. Agricultural zoning is designed to promote
agricultural activities and structures while limiting non-agricultural land uses that can
compete for productive farmland. Implemented appropriately, agriculturalzoning can
both support and promote the agricultural community that is intrinsic to the Township.

» Work with the agricultural community to determine how agricultural zoning can
support their operations and further agricultural objectives.
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» Considerations for agricultural zoning can include limitations of non-agricultural uses,
protection of prime agricultural soils, preservation of larger lots, allowances of
secondary commercial operations, standards for agritourism, consideration of
farmworker housing, etc.

» Agricultural zoning standards should not unreasonably prohibit or place restrictions on
agricultural activities in violation of the PA ACRE law (Act 38 of 2005).

> For areas adjacent to agricultural areas that support other uses, consider increasing
setbackand buffer areas of new development adjacent to agricultural operations to
provide greater separation betweenthe uses.

3-4.2. HOW? Provide SLDO measures for development design in a manner that
“feeds” and is compatible with the agricultural industrial base.

» Consider SLDO provisions that incorporate design standards consistent with the general
appearance of agriculturalareas in Franklin. These can include provision to protect
critical viewsheds as well as significant features such as fences, walls, and hedgerows.

» Consider requirements as plan notes and disclosures for potential buy n
neighboring properties, that clearly define what constitutes normal @8sicultural
activities that are protected by state law. K

» Amend standards for new road constructionto bettersuppo'cultural needs. This
can include low speed limits and no passing areas toaccommodsate farm equipment
and rights-of-way with larger shoulder areas for use by sgrltural equipment.

» Consider development designthat helps support agr@l uses (e.g. land
development that preserve significant lands whic nin farming use or building a
residential or mixed use development around a@nclu igg a CSA (community
supported agriculture) that the developmentcotd su %

Relationship to Township Vision Q [
Retaining agriculturalindustry and maintajping prim%ultural soils protects the Township
agricultural heritage andrural com ity character andsense of place that resident’s value
overall, and some residents also \ foral 00d. Recognizing, and then working to
keep, agriculture as a primar ry and b@use in Franklin Township also addresses the
vision’s aim to balance F ownshjpss rural and farming way of life with impacts of
development. This inQ&na nowl| he inherent inability of all lands, locations, sites,
and infrastructure toaccemmodat sustainalltypes of uses and development.

S

Chester County Agricultural Development Council
https://chescofarming.org/

LEARN MORE...

Chester County Agricultural Land Preservation Program
https://www.chesco.org/4522/Agriculture

Chester County Planning Commission’s Agricultural planning
https://chescoplanning.org/Agriculture/Agriculture.cfm

Chester County Conservation District
https://www.chesco.org/2398/Agriculture

Chester County Agricultural Services Brochure
https://www.chescofarming.org/PDF/AgServicesBrochure.pdf
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Agricultural Partners
https://chescoplanning.org/Agriculture/Partners.cfm

Land Preservation (aka Open Space) municipal referendums
https://www.dvrpc.org/openspace/local

Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) Ranking System
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/landuse/?cid=nrcs143 008438
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PRIORITY SUBJECT

Chapter4
Resource Protection as

Green “Infrastructure”

GOAL-
Whattheaim is...

Based on a robust community input process (see Chapter 1), Resource Protection as green
“infrastructure” is a priority subject for Franklin Township planning and this is the goal:

Protect resources and sensitive areas integral torural character and sustainability by
promoting utilization and restoration of natural resources as inherent infrastructure,
preservation of open space and agricultural lands, protection of scenicres esand
landscapes, retentionand reuse of older and historic buildings and the and

materials already embodied in them, and development that resp@ﬁ ces.
BACKGROUND- Q\'
Why this is a Priority Area & Wha

character, of which resource protectio ervation play a criticalrole.
Community survey findings indicate that ting ruraI et lifestyle (70%, 362

Why? - Community Input (1/
There is strong community support forrt?@v on of Franklin’s rural
nd

respondents), scenic nature (48%7 spon ) as well as proximity to preserves,
trails, and natural areas (34% pond re among the top reasonresidents
choose to live in Franklin To Respor%&s voiced that out of the various topics the
Township could focus o olrce con atlon is important, including protecting natural
resources (49%, 252 r ndents) Ing open space (66%, 336 respondents),
conserving scenic resources (59 $§respondents) and protecting historic resources
(32%, 164 respondents). The s Isoshows that of the types of resources that should

be protected, groundwater(70 344 respondents), stream/ponds/wetlands (67%, 328
respondents), wildlife habitat/biodiversity (62%, 305 respondents), open space
corridors/connections (56%, 273 respondents), and dark skies (33%, 162 respondents) are
the top five most important to focus on. As well, nature preserves/openspace (77%, 356
respondents)are among the top land uses that residents want to promote.

During the planning process, there was input about protecting natural resources from
invasive species and overuse of herbicides and pesticides, as wellas a desire to ensure
agricultural uses employ nutrient management or conservation plans to protect the long-
term health of Franklin Township’s watershed and water resources, which most properties
in Franklin rely on for their water supply. Additionally, input noted that trees play a vital
role in the sequestration of carbon, and more trees would further help.

Chapter 4-1 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan PRIORITY SUBJECT—Resource Protection

What? - Context

Natural, historic, and scenic resources and open space is located throughout the County.
Landscapes3 designates areas of significant natural resources and historic resources that
overlay and intersect with agricultural, rural, suburban, and urban landscapes andvillages
throughout the County. This designation captures anoverall County-wide resources areas
contextual patternratherthan locations of every specific resource itself. Heritage tourismis
an economic driver in Pennsylvania and Chester County, of which preserved historic
resources and their relationship to/within their natural and built setting is key. Together,
natural and historic resources combined with their landscape setting, whichin Franklin
Township is grounded in open space, agriculturallands, and Kemblesville Village, create
scenicresources. Watercourses - creeks, streams, andrivers - throughout Chester County
have influenced settlement patterns, industry, and quality of life for centuries and so water
resources protectionis grounded in history as well.

Franklin Township is well placed within close proximity to vast natural resources preserved
via large-scale open lands in parks (e.g. Fair Hill in Maryland and White CI eek State
Parkin Delaware), preserves (e.g. White Clay Creek Preserve in London Xo and open
spaces (e.g. Strawbridge property in Elk). %

Neighboring communities contain many preserved historicre u@v rural and open
space contextual settings as well as in developed areas and@es

Franklin Township’s landscape has been shaped by

tions.of cultivation,
development, and a focus on preservation and prbt T.e&ting landscape might
look different than it did when settlers first a Ybut of the natural beauty, historic
buildings, open lands, and scenicareas a@

What? - Franklin Existing Conditions SQ
ion.

sails, Franklin Township has stri t polid hat protect and preserve such resources.
Franklin Township is home t yof n alfesources. Lands are situated on mostly
Wissahickon schist geolog eratel: hard weathered rock known for its relative ease

Biotic Resources & Water Resou‘r@om native plgrl(a nd wildlife to ground waterand

of excavation potentia d possi il percolation and groundwater recharge
potential. The Townshipdies in bot QBig Elk Creekwatershed of the Chesapeake Bay
basin, and White Clay Creeka hristina River watersheds of Christina River section of
Delaware Bay basin. A portion ofthe national White Clay Creek Wild & Scenic River
designation lies within the northern portion of Franklin. Franklin Township also contains
many core natural species habitat areas along with areas of wetlands, and about three-
quarters of Township land area is considered to be supporting landscapes tothese habitat
areas, as inventoriedin the Chester County Natural Heritage Inventory.

PADEP designates water quality standards to safeguard watercourses under Chapter 93 of
PA’s Clean Streams Law. Watercourses are designated for water quality and adequacy for
uses (drinking water, recreation, fish consumption, and aquatic life). In Franklin Township,
watercourses in White Clay Creekand Christina watersheds are largely Exception Value and
watercourses in Big Elk Creek watershed are High Quality Waters. Impaired Streams are
sections of watercourses that do not meet designated water quality standards. A majority
of watercourses insouthern Chester Countyare designated as impaired, and most of
Franklin’s watercourses alsofallinto that designation. Areas of moderately steepand steep
slopes fall along the banks of watercourses, while floodplains, along with vegetatedlands,
run alongside, abutting and buffering watercourses. Moderate and steep slopes that are
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adjacent to watercourse are important to consider in terms of erosion control concerns in
order to try to minimize stormwater run-off and resulting sediment into watercourse that
can compromise water quality health. Hydric soils, which are poorly drained wet soils
typically indicative of and/or found within floodplains and wetlands, largely follow along
watercourses in Franklin, as do clusters of woodlands.

Open Space & Parklands: The community has supported open space preservationsince
2002 when a referendum was passedto create a dedicated open space protection fund by
establishing a 0.50 mil real estate tax and taking out a $3.5M loan, which will be paid off in
July 2040. The fund’s primary purpose was land acquisition to limit the amount of available
land for residential development. The Township’s commitment to open spaceis evident in
that Franklin Township spends more for land preservationthan the money in the dedicated
open space protection fund. This has directly resultedin and leveraged monies for open
space land preservationin Franklin Township. In addition to private lands preservedas
open space (580 acres)and HOA lands (except for Stonegate HOA) preserved as open space

during land developments (359 acres), the Township has preserved signifi permanent
open space in the form of Township preserves (200 acres) - Banffshire Pr Ve, Franklin
Preserve, White Clay Crescent Preserve, Goodwin Preserve. (Note fig his paragraph
do not include agriculturalland preservation, which is discussedi r3)

Other large open space areas have been preservedin Frankli Mnship Big Elk Creek
Section of White Clay Creek Preserve/part of the Strawbri perty (938 acres)and
Peacedale Preserve (220 acres).

Of the 8,412 total acres that make of Franklin T ,as of vember 2019 about 2411
acres of land is preserved (including preserves Iands ter 3), open space, and
Stonegate HOA, but not including other ross When adding in all HOA
lands, about 2770 acres of land is prese ved Frankh% s a Township park, Crossan
Park (125 acres), which is not yet p and. Franklii Township holds a special place in

being part of one of the Iargestb\\ us ar‘f [;krotected lands in the Mid Atlantic.

Historic Resources: Franklin hip’s rur%a racter continues in part due to the
retention of historic st hrougr@the Township. Together, landresources and
building resources man) the phyQ‘ sual cultural landscape that gives a community its
identity, sense of distinct place, an aracter. Historic houses, barns, and other agriculture
related buildings are scattered ghout the Township. A closer concentration of historic
buildings make up and define historic Kemblesville village, which contains a National
Register of Historic Places Eligible District and a local historic district.

Franklin Township has both a Historical Commission, which addresses overall Township-
wide historic resources education and protection, and a Historic Architectural Review Board
(HARB), which address historic resources protection within the local historic district in
Kemblesville. Inthe last year, the Historical Commission completed a Historic Resource
Atlas under Chester County Planning Commission’s Chester County Historic Resources Atlas
project. The County Atlas project is designed to identify historic resources (buildings,
structures, sites, and objects) that are 50 years and older as a starting point and follows
National Register of Historic Places criteria as a guideline. The Township completed a
Township Atlas in 2020, which is largely based on the prior 2004 Township Historic
Resource Survey. The Township Atlas includes all properties 50 years and older as of 2004.
Changes made for the Atlas primarily reflect historic resources that have been demolished
since the 2004 Survey. The Township Atlas serves as a baseline inventory of historic
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resources, aiming to locate, identify, map, and generally categorize all such resources in the
Township. It canbe usedto prioritize preservation efforts and assist the Township with
historic resource reviews and assistance.

RECOMMENDATIONS & ACTIONS -
How to implement...

4-1. Protect surface and ground water resources - Protectand restore
surface and groundwater quality and quantity in White Clay Creek, Big
Elk Creek, and Christina River Watersheds.

WHY DO THIS?

Most properties in the Township rely on on-lot water wells for their water supply; so
surface and groundwater resources protection at its core is a matter of su ablyand
continued quality of life in Franklin Township. Water resources quality a ntity

protection and proper water resources management are necessar to& ss use demands
and protection from degradation.

4-1.1. HOW? - Examine Township Code Chapter 26 (W \and resource
protection zoning standards as to whether they conti o sufficiently protect
surface water and groundwater.

> Periodically review Township Code Chapter 2 ater)tognsure standards for
groundwater supply protection, water wells; ate %\/and quality are up-to-

date and maximize protection.

> Review zoning standards to determ@her water protection overlay
should be included.

» Continue to require a 100’ ripari uffer inzoning'to help filter entry of detrimental
substances intosurface watkﬁgjgh e%t&e planting, reduced stream back
erosion and stormwater@ " and limited uses in riparian areas.

4-1.2. HOW?- Encon% ivate tewardship actions designed to minimize
negative impacts on styface w .

» Provide information on the %ship website for property owners toencourage
private land stewardship aétions designed to minimize negative impacts on surface
water. Specifically, include information on best practices to promote groundwater
recharge on properties, steep slope plantings/maintenance todeter erosion, and the
importance of riparian buffer restoration on existing properties.

» Consider ways to maintain and improve surface water quality by reducing the entry of
detrimental substances, including nutrients, sediment, organic matter, pesticides, and
other harmful substances that reach watercourses, wetlands, and surface and
subsurface water bodies.

» Consider partnering with a conservation non-profit organizationand developing a
voluntary restoration program through the Township Parks, Recreation, and Open
Space Boardfor riparian buffer restorationand using scientifically supported methods.

» Promote voluntary landowner restoration of riparian buffers, planting hillsides, and
other erosion and run-off prone areas.
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4-1.3. HOW? - Consider restoration demonstration projects on Township properties.

> Investigate the feasibility of targeted stream restoration, riparian buffer, or wetland
projects on Township properties. These types of projects promote biodiversity through
the restoration of natural habitat and can also provide enhanced stormwater
management. Partnerships with conservation organizations and grant funding through
PADEP could be pursued once locations are identified.

4-2. Protect other natural resources — In addition to water resources
work to protect other significant natural resources and sensitive areas as
environmental infrastructure through appropriate land use regulations,
design techniques, public and private partnership, and preservation and
outreach initiatives.

WHY DO THIS? -

Residents value natural resources as animportant element of Franklin Township to protect.
Naturalresources provide many sustainability benefits (e.g., stabilizing soi lﬂducing
stormwater run-off, providing wildlife habitat, and improving the overal y of life).
Managed natural resources can be employed and function in their capacity as
greeninfrastructure. Unlike manmade infrastructure, natural res@s can provide
relatively self-sustaining green “infrastructure"” when protect%fr'o encroachments (e.g.,
invasive species, harmful development practices). Theyca ed as the primary form of
infrastructure and supplemented with “traditional” man uilt facilities. For example,
in terms of long-term sustainability, built infrastruct ot compare with a tree, whose
roots reduce erosion and leaves provide oxygen, i air ity, and give shade for
aquatic life and humans. A healthy and well-fu ning n al resources system can help
save on constructionand long-term mainte osts ahpnade facilities, while
supporting and maintaining a healthy eﬁég, ad % sustainability and climate

change, and promoting the Township’s ued intrinsie rural and natural character.

L 2
4-2.1. HOW? - Provide websi?%fgg to B%aﬁonal materials for landowners on

how to restore and mainta@ ural reSoyrces on their properties.

» Educating Townshj Y owne@nd residents about good regular stewardship
practices canassistwith contim? alth of naturalresources and ecosystems as well
as stormwater managem f,@ forward. The PRO Board works on materials and
programs to guide resident estoration of natural features, maintaining natural
features, and functions of n"fanmade elements in that context.

» Information can be provided on stream banks, buffers, water quality, groundwater,
woodlands, trees, lawns, pockets meadows, wetlands, and other naturalresources,
including available assistance for them through other entities and programs (e.g.
resources conservation organizations).

» This materialincludes how natural resources are a type of greeninfrastructure and how
in this capacity natural resources can be preferably usedinstead of, or atleastin
concert with manmade facilities. Manmade facilities could also be designed using
greening methods.

» Information should address the ongoing required, and often expensive, maintenance
costs of equivalent manmade infrastructure toremain functional as well as that being
manmade is not as sustainable of an option in the long term.

» Work with other groups (e.g., conservancies, CCPC, Penn State Extension) to link to,
collect, or create informational materials.
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4-2.2. HOW? - Promote public-private partnerships on the importance of personal
responsibility and stewardship on individual properties.

» Best management practices for lawn maintenance, pesticide and herbicide
use/application, maintenance of riparian areas, the difference between creating
functioning meadows (vs just not mowing lawn area), stormwater management, and
personal composting are topics areas to bring this effort.

» Incorporate more organic and sustainable land management methods on Township
properties to reduce the application of weed killers, insecticides, and fungicides as part
of property maintenance, which could in turn foster greater biodiversity.

» HOA rules often can prohibit good land stewardship practices. Tothat end, best
management practices for natural resources and land management techniques should
be incorporated into HOA document for any new development. The PRO Boardcan
work with existing HOAs to identity areas of HOA documents that are contraryto land
stewardship practices and to determine what changes can be made.

» Consider holding community events and/or education sessions (e.g. land stewardshipin
relation to natural resources functions) that focus on steps the comm &an take to
better promote sustainability and environmental stewardship. @

4-2.3. HOW? - Examine resource protection zoning and SLI@ndards to ensure
they protect natural resources overall.

resources in the Township, including looking at ways ations could promote natural

> Continue to promote zoning and SLDO that place a hi h@rity on preserving natural
t
resources as greeninfrastructure andto be utili E enhanced as needed, as a

replacement to manmade infrastructure. (lg

» Continue to periodically review natural res onin rds toensure that they
meet contemporary best practices (e.g. an to help maintain healthy
naturalresources and ecosystems dre cantinual g) and respond to
environmental issues in the Townshl cIude ref ces for invasive species vs native

species basedon atiered P exte proach and referencing their updated
species lists (rather thanad eC|f|c ordlna nces).

» Continue to periodically @ SLDO st rds to ensure they provide site responsive
development that s Sensitive dlrects development away from sensitive
natural resource a@ andta ke@ count each site’s natural capacity to support
new uses and change

» Resource protection stand in zoning and SLDO ordinances currently address
protection for woodlands, st€ep slopes, wetlands, riparian buffers, and floodplains.
These standards are triggered by a zoning permit application or development proposal.
Under these ordinances, natural resources are well protected; however for floodplains
consideration could be given to reducing the permissible rise in base flood elevationto
0’ (current regulations allow a rise of 1’) and prohibiting all new
construction/substantial improvement within the floodplain area.

» In continuing policies that protect and limit development near/on sites with significant
natural resources, Franklin can preserve features that define rural character and the
natural functions that such resources systems provide to the community (e.g.
floodplain and vegetated buffers along watercourse providing a means for water
overflow areas during flood events and natural screening via vegetation from
pollutants entering watercourses).
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4-3. Open space preservation - Continue to support and work
cooperatively with other entities to permanently protect priority open
space resources.

WHY DO THIS?

Preservationand protection of open space lands continues to remaina top priority for
Franklin residents. The continued financial support shown by Township residents allowed
for land preservation of many properties. Franklin Township has continued to explore
relationships with external funding sources for land conservation (e.g. Chester County,
Natural Lands, and Brandywine Conservancy).

4-3.1. HOW? - Include in the duties of the Township Park, Recreation and Open
Space (PRO) Board to monitor, advise, coordinate, and serve as a liaison and first
point of contact on potential open space preservation opportunities.

» Actas aliaison between the Township and residents on issues pertaining to open space
preservation, including assisting with resident inquiries, directing resi to
appropriate entities that can help them to achieve their preservatio ,and
keeping an eye out for possible land conservation opportunities agt@)urces.

» Understandand then help weighvarious preservation oppor o ensure that
Franklin is leveraging as much money for land conservatiop,as pessible. Also, they can
help focus tobe on trying to preserve the most vulnera%uensitive environmental
landscapes as well as lands that provide linkages wit r protected lands to form a
largerinterconnected network. l@

» Work to collaborate and communicate W|th Ioc trusts and Chester County about
potential preservation opportunities. %

4-3.2. HOW? - Continue to coordina rop ers land conservancies,
and Chester County Department of arks and tlon as well as neighboring
municipalities to promote and f itate open spa preservatlon projects.

» Strive to continue to promo suc B’én space preservationinitiative as a
model for other commu

> Aslandowners reac ut pot aI preservation opportunities, Franklin through
the PRO Boardca rk to seek rshlps from land conservancies, Chester County,
and State or Federa Q

» Hosta community event b cates the Township residents about land preservation
programs available to the nd provide an opportunity to create an open dialogue about
land conservation needs, possibilities, and ongoing efforts in and around the Township.

4-3.3. HOW? - Consider how to leverage funding for additional open space preservation.

» Leveraging funding for open space land preservation shares some similarities with that
for agriculturalland preservation (Chapter 3), and also can be funded through a
collaborative approach as the Township has done in the past. Projects can be funded in
part or fully by other organizations (e.g. land conservancies, Chester County); however
with these partnerships there are program requirements to adhere to.

» When coordinating on land conservation projects, the concept of public access (e.g. a
trail or other means) should be a consideration. While not all properties are suitable for
such access, it should at least be a topic of discussion when community funds are used.

> Survey results indicate that thereis clear support for open space preservationand so
the Township can work to ensure that they have funding available or partnerships
already established when an important preservation opportunity arises.
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> By partnering private and public institutions, Franklin will be able to conserve more
land, native vegetation, and wildlife as part of open space preservation, which
contribute to the Township its rural charm (e.g. the preserved open space Township
preserves also provide natural wildlife habitat, woodlands, groundwater recharge, and
give residents opportunities to connect with nature.

4-3.4. HOW? - Develop prioritization for remaining available tracts that could be preserved.

» The PRO Boardcan analyze all remaining unpreservedtracts of land in terms of natural
resources, vulnerability to development, impact on the watershed, and other key
prioritizationitems. Other communities in Chester County have completed this type of
analysis and they can be consulted as a reference. The PRO Board can also elicit the
assistance of Chester County’s Department of Parks and Preservationor land
conservancies to determine what categories should be considered when analyzing
Franklin parcels. While used for agriculturalland preservation, the LESA Ranking System
used by Federal, State, and County level programs, can be looked at as a beginning of
types of items that should be takeninto consideration. %

» The PRO Boardcan use this evaluation to create a tiered list of prior% at, once
agreed with by the Board of Supervisors, can be the focus of f ervation efforts.

4-3.5. HOW? - Address land stewardship and maintenan;iin pen space projects.

» Changes to PA open space protection funding law in the?t few years now permit up to
25% of funds to go towardland maintenance and st hip. This is important as just
because land is preserved does not mean it W|II I in healthy condition without some
level of property maintenance, which often is ed aft nservation to returnlands to
a healthy state from which they can functm@elr n ate. Like buildings, lands
can need assistance (e.g. removing ecie mg buffers along streams,
replanting on steep slopes to mﬁg% erosi degradatlon to againfunction in a
positive manner and as natural gree rastructur hIS may be particularly the case for
lands near developed areas or, thatthave u@ g\human use prior to conservation.

\\

4-4. Historic and Scen ources - Retain and protect historicand
scenic resources scap om degradation or loss to preserve the
traditional rural cORtext o& shlp heritage and character.

WHY DO THIS? -

Franklin Township contains m;bhistoric resource as shown in the recently completed
Township Historic Resources Atlas. Many of Franklin’s historic structures reflect the
Township’s beginnings, and continuation, as a farming community. Historic resources are
not only anintegral part of Township rural character, setting, and sense of place, but their
reuse is sustainable building in continuing to use the energy already embodied in their
constructionand materials. Their constructionis often not reproducible today due to cost
and absence of like materials (e.g. old growth wood, fieldstone, period brick). Historic
preservationis the original green development type through reuse, and in some cases
reinvention, of existing buildings and structures.

A focal point of historic significance in the Township is the Kemblesville village. The
establishment of Kemblesville as a National Register Eligible Historic District and a local
historic district speaks to its importance and to the efforts of the Township and community
in recognizing that importance and commitment to preserving this heritage by protecting
historic resources.
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4-4.1. HOW? - Consider ways that heritage interpretation can be incorporated

into themes of agritourism and recreational destination, and utilize events,
programing, and online or print information to highlight Township history, historic
resources, and landscapes.

» Continue the Township’s good outreach through the Historical Commission about
historic resources and history, including print (as appropriate and needed) and with a
focus on online information. A driving tour, and, after future pedestrianlinkage efforts
are completed (Chapter 5), a walking tour should be considered that link key sites
centeredon the focus of heritage interpretation. Historyand historic resources articles
should continue to be in the Township newsletter.

» Continue partnering on programs and consider expanded partnering to include events
centered on Township history and historic resources and landscapes, (e.g. Chester
County Town Tours and Village Walks program that takes place each summer and
invites individuals to tour and learnabout historic landscapes, sites, buildings, and
villages across Chester County). %e

» Consider ways that heritage interpretation can be incorporated into@ s of
agritourism and recreational destination. Other areas of the C starting to
seriously rethink heritage tourism as an economic developm to help preserve
their landscapes and buildings that make up their charactes whité'taking into take that
such resource need to remain viable and vital which cos sxnies. Heritage
interpretation can take the form historic markers, pI@nd panelsin key areas and
that link together and highlight important historic apes (e.g. the agricultural
transitionas found in current agricultural busineSsas), na settlngs (e.g.inTownship
preserves and which preserved natural res lement of the
Township character), recreatlonaldestl e g % apter 5) between

t ar h

preserves, parks, agrlculturalbusm e public, Fair Hill, property
Kemblesville, and other key S|tes)

» Consider a recognition program .an event, plagle) for property owners who
preserve their historic reso ch bw ‘tould possibly be part of a heritage
interpretive effort as pa ewmg

educational remn tory Fair Hill NMRA there daffodils planted to mark
the site of ruins).

» Considerarcheological re esandtheir acknowledgement and investigation. As
archeological resources abderg round, they are often forgottenin terms of resource
protection. However, even with ground disturbance over the years, traces of such
resources usuallyremain and can provide unknown historicalinformation that above
ground historic resources do not yield.

» Consider historic reso% ns an@hw stab|l|zat|on as both interesting visualand
s

4-4.2. HOW? - Promote the Historical Commission as a resource and liaison to
assist property owners in preserving and rehabilitating their historic structures.

» Beavailable to provide information to property owners about grant or technical
assistance opportunities, (e.g., National Register nomination process, National Register
bulletins on property preservation).

» Reachout to property owners to recognize and provide information about, and
possibly discuss preserving, historic buildings, barns, and other structures.

» Attend training to stay updated on current programs and resources.

» Ensurethe Historic Commission continues to have volunteers that are active
participants in their role with the Township.

Chapter 4-9 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan PRIORITY SUBJECT—Resource Protection

» Continue to be a member of Chester County Historic Preservation Network (CCHPN),
which is a non-profit made up of municipalities and other entities witha mission of
proving education about and preserving the County’s historic landscapes and buildings.
CCHPN includes technical assistance representatives for each area of the County and
can provide valuable training and peer-to-peer assistance onlocal historic resources
education, outreach, and local planning.

4-4.3. HOW? - Apply to become a Certified Local Government (CLG), which makes
available PA historic resources-related funding opportunities.

» The CLG programis a state administered program that assists municipalities with local
historic preservation activities through funding incentives and technical assistance (e.g.,
historic resources inventories, studies, tours).

» To receive certification, local governments agree to have a well-rounded local historic
preservation program by establishing a Historical Commission; enacting historic
resource protection standards; maintaining a system inventorying histogic resources;

and facilitating public participationin the local preservation, including icipationin
the National Register of Historic Places nomination process. %

» The Township meets the criteria toapply to become a CLG, ex orHaving
Township-wide historic resources protection standards in pl y other

protection of historic resources throughout their comm uch standards are not
one-size-fits-alland can take various forms that s tai 0 a community. Standards
could entailone of more of promoting adaptive r w''zoning (e.g. via added uses and
other incentives for historic resources preserva nd r?at), reviewing proposed

demolitions, and/or reviewing building aIte@s.
4-4.4. HOW? - Maintain an updated@@ipz’b@ esources Atlas and consider
t

communities in Chester County have such standards in @: der to address

undertaking the next level of resouree identifi via updating the 2004 historic
resources survey.

*
> Historyis not staticandas tj XOes on @il?environment changes (e.g. building
are demolished or renov: o extent&v no longer have historic integrity) additional

buildings become possibly“historic. As part of their regular duties, the

Historical Commis should k nning tally of needed changes or updated to
Historic Resources Atfas info n(e.g. buildings that become available for inclusion
as historic resources due t /newly understood historic or architectural significance,

or other factors) and then centact CCPC for changes to Atlas mapping.

» Considerthe next stepin surveying of a Township-wide architectural survey of historic
resources. This survey type would provide a similar level of information as that of the
Kemblesville local historic district. As part of this, the 2004 survey (found in the 2006
Comprehensive Plan) that identified the architectural style of 133 houses, 52 barns, and
a variety of domestic and agricultural outbuildings, should be reviewed as a starting
point in addition and as a supplement to the recent Atlas. This survey type would be
completed by a professional architectural historic consultant and is an eligible project
under the County’s Vision Partnership planning grant program (VPP).

4-4.5. HOW? - Protect scenic resources from intrusions.

» Existing scenic resources can be protected through natural and historic resources
protection, open space land preservation, and agricultural land preservation.
Unfortunately, it is often the case that until such resources are lost, degraded, or
ruined due to impacts that they are visually seen and missed.
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> ldentify scenic resources through a scenic resources andintrusions analysis. This
analysis would entail conducting an inventory and related mapping of scenic resources
(e.g.views and vistas, heritage trees, rural roadways, stream corridors, landscape and
historic resources settings, historic resource ruins), and then developing strategies and
prioritizationto address mitigation from possible adverse visual impacts. Kennett
Township has such an analysis in place for a while and could be used as a reference.

» Next, work to protect scenic resources via implementing strategies inthe analysis. This
would include considering identified scenic resources in zoning and building permit
reviews and land development proposal. Celltowers are often one such well-known
scenicthat can be mitigated through careful siting and disguising via stealth design.

» Conduct outreachto encourage property owners and the Township, as a property
owner, to voluntarily protect such resources from visual intrusion impacts.

Relationship to Township Vision

Protecting Franklin Township’s natural resources, preserving open space, and retaining
historic resources not only maintains Township rural character and scenic %’cny, but
provides an inherent viable avenue for greeninfrastructure. Recognizin then working
to preserve resources in Franklin Township alsoaddresses poignant ﬂ the vision’s aim
to balance growth with preservationand the ability of the land t:ﬁ uses and Franklin
Township’s future. The Township’s continued public-private partn Ips on resources
protection and open space preservation will mean that futur &erations will be able to
experience and enjoy what current and previous generatj @ue about Franklin Township.

&

LEARN MORE... 0,
Chester County Historic Preservation Nétw Q®(§%

http://www.cchpn.org/

Chester County Planning Commi Si Qshistori ources planning
&éﬁl

https://www.chescoplannin Resoufeesyistoric.cfm
§

sion’s National Register of Historic Places mapping
ping/NationalRegister/

Chester County Plannin
https://chescoplanni

PA Historical & Museum Commissi LG program
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Pre tion/CLG-Program/Pages/default.aspx

PA Historical & Museum Commission PA Share
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/PA-SHARE/Pages/default.aspx

Oxford Region Scenic Resource Inventory and Plan
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/6884/Chapterl4

Chester County Planning Commission’s natural resources planning
https://chescoplanning.org/Environmental/Protection.cfm

Chester County Planning Commission’s Linking Landscapes
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/18659/Linking-landscapes?bidld=

Chester County Water Resources Authority
https://www.chesco.org/158/Water-Resources-Authority

Chester County’s Watersheds Plan
https://www.chesco.org/1997/Watershed-Plan
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https://chescoplanning.org/Resources/Mapping/NationalRegister/
https://chescoplanning.org/Resources/Mapping/NationalRegister/
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/CLG-Program/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/CLG-Program/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/PA-SHARE/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/PA-SHARE/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/6884/Chapter14
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/6884/Chapter14
https://chescoplanning.org/Environmental/Protection.cfm
https://chescoplanning.org/Environmental/Protection.cfm
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/18659/Linking-landscapes?bidId
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/18659/Linking-landscapes?bidId
https://www.chesco.org/158/Water-Resources-Authority
https://www.chesco.org/158/Water-Resources-Authority
https://www.chesco.org/1997/Watershed-Plan
https://www.chesco.org/1997/Watershed-Plan
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Chester County Climate Action Plan
https://chescoplanning.org/Environmental/ClimateAction.cfm

Chester Dept. of Parks and Preservation, Open Space Land Preservation
https://www.chesco.org/4521/Open-Lands

DVRPC Greenspace Network
https://www.dvrpc.org/openspace/Network/
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PRIORITY SUBJECT

Chapter5
Trail & Other Pedestrian Circulation

Connections

GOAL-
Whattheaim is...

Based on a robust community input process (see Chapter 1), trail and other pedestrian
circulation connections is a priority subject for Township planning and this is the goal:

Retainand expand multi-use trail and pedestrian pathinfrastructure to connect residents
to local pedestrian paths. Focus should also be made to connect the infrastructure to
current and future, parks, preserves, churches, schools, wineries, restaur andother
destinations. Care should be made to foster Kemblesville as a recreation@' ation.

®)
BACKGROUND- X
Why this is a Priority Area & Whaté}

Why? - Community Input @
be used for public

Franklin Township has supported and preserve pertle

access, recreation, and enjoyment. The ¢ has e|r support for increased
access tothese amenities through pubh@nd li o othersites, specifically
Kemblesville village and publicly accessi gnculture ng with that, the community
voiced their support for connectm e lar |Isystems that cross the County and
region. Community survey finding ow th g%atlon and trail opportunities (45%, 232
respondents) are one of thej ant items foy the Township to focus on and promoting a
parks/recreation/trail 1%, ﬁspondents is a top focus for Township policy. In

addition, some respondefts (37%, 1 ndents) feel that improving walkability in
Kemblesville is importantto addreD espondents alsofind that existing parks/recreation

and trails meet their intended es, however that existing pedestrian walkways do not
meet current needs.

Survey results indicate that when participating in recreational activities outside their own
properties/homes, respondents mainly go to local parks, trails, and preserves in Franklin
Township (66%, 281 respondents), followed by local parks, trails, and preserves outside of
Franklin Township (59%, 251 respondents) and White Clay Creek Preserve in London Britain
Township. A number of respondents go to White Clay Creek State Park in Delaware (50%, 210
respondents)and Fair Hill Natural Resources Management Area (NRMA)in Maryland (47%,
199 respondents). Respondents also walk/jog/cycle along local roads (35%, 147 respondents).

During the planning process, there was notable input about the lack of multi-use trails for
biking, hiking, or equestrian uses as well as pedestrian connections between existing
preserves/trails and other places in/near the Township. There was also discussion about
whether residential areas could have access to paths that link to preserves and other parts
of the Township.
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What? - Context

Chester Countyis working to create a trail network that connects natural resources, parks,
and various urban, suburban, and rural landscapes. These include Schuylkill River Trail,
Chester Valley Trail, Struble Trail, and very recently Southern Circuit Trail, among other trail
initiatives. This interconnectivity can provide regional residents a place to exercise, explore,
discover, and view Chester County by foot and by bike, without having to drive. Beyond
Chester County, there has been a growing trend in the larger regionfor increased access to
multi-use trails for recreation, including visiting places and day trips. If established, this
network could result in a multi-faceted intersectionality between various forms of
recreation (e.g. exercise, visiting places and tourism, economic vitality, heritage
interpretation, reuse of historic buildings) in/near the trail network.

As southern Chester County begins to investigate implementing the Southern Chester
County Circuit Trail concept that would feed into increasing the overall trail network within
the County, it is important that Franklin Township works to determine its @n that
larger network. There are trails in nearby municipalities (e.g. London Britain,\\ew Garden,
Elk) and areas (e.g. Fair Hill NRMA in Maryland, White Clay CreekStat@n Delaware) as
well as regional trails (e.g. Mason-Dixon Trail), which surround Fr. wnship, and
place it in a good location for access toarea trails for its residgl{s' or consideration of

connections within the larger area. Q

What? - Existing Conditions

Franklin Township has its own history and characte hat make it a valuable asset

within the County and region. The Township ha |cuIturaI uses, a

Township park, and four Township preserves ﬁv erves. Currently, people

need to drive to get tothis places. Afe nternal trails (e.g., Crossan
and ag

Park, Banffshire Preserve, Peacedale Pr anTrall/Fox Chase Farm, as
discussedin bullet points below). O eopIe arrive by'vehicle, they are then able to
explore these places by foot or y& owe\%\ese trails are not yet connected to one
another. As well, residents c walk o ntial neighborhood roads for recreation
and perhaps toaccess some arké; preserve trails.

> Elwoodl Crossan provide recreationin the Township and boasts a variety
of amenities that are‘available e public, including all-purpose fields, baseballand
softball field, tennis courtsb layground equipment which makes it a popular
destination for families in the’community. The park is intersected by paved and
unpaved trails that loop throughout, allowing visitors various parts of the park.

» Banffshire Preserve contains a complex system of loops that canbe accessed fromtwo
different parking lots. The loops allow visitors to explore different parts of the Preserve.
Banffshire does not host any active recreation opportunities (e.g. sports fields or
playgrounds). Instead, visitors are greeted by natural landscapes of trees, streams, and
other vegetation.

> Peacedale Preserveis accessible from two roadways and the trail network stretches
throughout the property. Visitors are able to explore forest, farmland, and sections of
the Big Elk Creekthat cuts through the easternsection of the Preserve. Peacedale’s
adjacency to the more recently preserved Strawbridge property provides the possibly
of future trail interconnections stretching to/connecting with Fair Hill NRMA, where
thereis an extensive trail networkin place.

» Fox Chase Farm has a perimeter trail- GeoheaganTrail - along the entirety of the
property, allowing visitors to also view the primary agricultural use as well. This
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experience is special for the community, because it highlights a key and integral
element of Franklin Township’s rural character andis a vital aspect of Township identity
and history.

RECOMMENDATIONS & ACTIONS -
How to implement...

5-1. Promote Pedestrian connections - Retain and expand multi-use trail
and pedestrian path infrastructure to connect parks, preserves, and
other destinations, and to foster Kemblesville as a recreation (and
agritourism in Chapter 2) destination.

WHY DO THIS? -

Trails are growing ever more popular and are seen as an essential compor%'f community
infrastructure. Additionally, even in rural areas, more and more people restedin
living in walkable communities with access toshops, restaurants, s (ﬂ nd places of
employment. There are opportunities to enhance walkability to dé ations around the
Township using the village of Kemblesville as a hub. Linking Tawnshig parks preserves, and
other destinations (e.g. agricultural business with public acc &d Kemblesville) via trails
and pedestrian connections (e.g. paths, footpaths, walkv@lfurther enhance and allow
residents and visitors to use and enjoy the amenities | character of Franklin without
having to drive.

Bordering Franklin Township to the south, FajeH tly a mecca for cycling and
pedestriantrails and is now also posmo fas centerfor equine activityand
New Garden Township holds active poI ields in the?%? . This presents significant
opportunity for Franklin Townsh| verage its many*horse farms, agriculture industry, and
rural charactertoattract reside grlcu enterprises tothe Township. Ample nature
preserves and a connected n@hof equ ra|Is are components of the infrastructure
that will help the Townshi izeon hIS trend

5-1.1. HOW? - Updat he 2009 Q{eamblllty study to create a current master
plan for a multi-use trail (n rized e.g. hiking, walking, equestrian use,
cycling) and pedestrian walkwiay network that links destinations.

» Usethe map of proposed trails in this Chapter as a starting point for commissioning a
Trails Master Planthat identifies specific alignments, right-of-way needs, design
standards, priority projects, and wayfinding signage. The recommended network and
amenities should meet the needs of current and future residents and should connect to
and capitalize on regional recreation and open space initiatives as well as connections
between neighborhoods.

> After completing a Trails Master Plan, adopt trail designstandards in SLDO that are
consistent with the Plan.

» Remainaware of marginal motorized vehicle types (e.g. ebikes, scooters, motorized
skateboards)and whether they are compatible for use on multi-use trails. As part of
this, monitor neighboring trail requirements as to how this is addressed.
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5-1.2. HOW? - Work to obtain easements to implement the multi-use trail and
pedestrian walkway network during open space and agricultural lands
preservation, as well as part of any land developmentapplication.

» PA’s Act 43, the Agricultural Security Law, prohibits trails on lands with agricultural
conservation easements. The Township should reach out to landowners with properties
greaterthan 10 acres in size that are part of the Township’s desired trail network to
obtain trail easements. Ifagriculturallands are to be preserved via agricultural
easement, exception areas (for possible future trails can be designated as part of the
easement in advance of the property being preserved.

> Promote pedestrian walkways in all developed areas in the Township. Walkways or
pathsinclude sidewalks as well as other types of pedestrianaccess types, which allows
greater flexibility to provide pedestrians connections in different locations/situations.
Current zoning and SLDO require sidewalks at the discretion of the Board of Supervisors
(with the exception of their requirement on both sides of streets within TNDs).

» Amend the SLDO to include arequirement that new land developments preserve any
trails that pass through the site, and/or the requirement to connect toyeXisting trails on
adjacent properties &

» Related maps and diagrams in this plan are conceptual meani nts are not set,
e.g. trails shown along roads would likely be next to a road \A@he right-of-way.

5-1.3. HOW? - Develop outreach materials to highligh@vrtunities for walking,

hiking, and biking, and amenities. @

> Develop a trail, walkway, and destinationmap t hts opportunities for walking,

hiking, and biking, as well as the destinations be C ssed along identified
routes. Consider providing such mformatlo teJocal r chools and community
a

organizations todistribute. This mapsh va h digitally (mobile-friendly
including a QR code) and in paper f<rm g
> Offer guided walks and hikes, by the Board, of wnsh|p preserves and trails to

bring education and more aw& sand eg‘atlon for the existence and extent of
these amenities. %

5-2. Support Tow eserves Continue to maintainand
enhance Townshi arks an erves including as pedestrianand
bicycling destinations.

WHY DO THIS?

Franklin has proactively preserved several natural areas that have been improved and
opened to the public. These preserves canserve as the nodes along a greenway corridor,
allowing residents totraverse the Township on foot, horseback, or bicycle. Trails that allow
for all these uses will be a unique and attractive feature withinthe Township and will
enhance residents’ quality of life, promote healthy lifestyles, and will serve as a valuable
recreationamenity for all ages.

5-2.1. HOW? - Add wayfinding signage to parks and preserves, and informational
signage within parks and preserves.

> Add wayfinding signage is a relatively easy stepto increase awareness of the trails that
already exist within the parks and preserves in Franklin Township.

» Develop a comprehensive wayfinding design package. It may be advantageous to pursue
this jointly with other neighboring municipalities to have cohesive wayfinding signage on
trails and preserves that cross municipal boundaries. Signage types should include
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park/preserve/trail names, mileage counters, emergency locators, directional signage.
Consider including a standard designfor historic/cultural/naturalinterpretive signage.

» Featurean informational kiosk at each park and preserve entrance with an up-to-date trail
map, trail brochures, information about programs, emergencyinformation, and other
information deemed necessary or desirable by the township. Such information can be
maintained by the Trails Committee or Township staff that maintains the preserves.

5-2.2. HOW? - Consider opportunities for nature education interpretation and
experiences and encourage involvement and interest.

> Leverage programming offered by the Land Conservancy for Southern Chester County
and State agencies in conjunction with White Clay Creek Preserve, White Clay Creek
State Park, and Fair Hill NRMA. Promote this programming on the Township’s website
and through the Township newsletter.

» Provide opportunities for independent nature exploration, including safe access to
water. Identify opportunities to provide formal and informal water access for fishing,
and nature exploration. Identify locations where ADA-access canbe p d and
pursue funding to install facilities.

» Considerincluding displays along trails and pedestrian walkwa t& caseand
educate the community about local agricultural products an rsity (See Action
3-1.4).

5-2.3. HOW? - Promote volunteer opportunities th@s on maintaining parks
and preserves.

» Promote existing stewardship training opportaaities to T% p residents suchas
NaturalLands’ Force of Nature program and Chester aster Watershed
Stewards program. Maintaina list of ste hipp C%n parks and preserves that
these volunteers could lead or part@. %

» Continue to develop relationships wi cal hikigng mountain bike clubs who
regularly volunteer to maintain theftrails use.

Sorgani %(c:‘host volunteer days for Earth Day,

» Partner with community se
Arbor Day, Love Your Pagk®®ay (currently ifvPhiladelphia but under consideration for
artm er King, Jr. Day of Service.

adoption by the SQ 3
5-2.4. HOW?- Work with a Io@i conservancy on community sustainability

demonstration projects.

> Investigatelocalland conservanues that would be open to undertaking community
demonstration projects, e.g., home composting, vegetable gardens, raingardens, etc.
in one or more Township preserves or at the Township building.

> Continue to assist inthe promotion of the Catchthe Rain program through the White
ClayCreek National Wild and Scenic program and the Brandywine Conservancy, which
offers free consultationand rebates to home and business owners for the installation
of cisterns, rainbarrels, andraingardens.

» ldentify areas of Township preserves, parks, and open space that can be farmed with
seasonal and rotating crops by local farmers (Chapter 3).
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5-3. Engagein regional coordination - Participate in regional pedestrian
and bicycle planning and projects thatintertwine with the larger region.

WHY DO THIS?

Cyclists and hikers generally are not concerned with municipal boundaries when out for a
ride or hike, so municipalities should think regionally when planning their bicycle and
pedestrian networks. Additionally, there are major regional destinations like Fair Hill NRMA
and White Clay Creek Preserve that could be easily accessed by walking or biking.
Additionally, a regional trail network would allow users of these regional naturalareas to
access Kemblesville and the amenities in Franklin, as well.

5-3.1. HOW: Work with neighboring municipalities to complete a more
interconnected regional trail and pedestrian network.

» Coordinate with neighboring municipalities to link pedestrian circulation networks in
order to create better access, including multi-modal access, toregiona enities and
destinations, including those within Franklin Township.

» The PRO Board will provide neighboring municipalities with a poir{@o tact with

which to discuss coordinated initiatives.
» Partnerwith London Britain, Elk, and New Gardenin a joint s@hat is beginning to

connect White Clay Creek Preserve, Strawbridge property)%:l hite Clay Creek State
Park with Fair Hill NRMA and New Garden Polo grounds@ gh open space connections,
bicycle and pedestrian paths, and cultural (including @) ic) resources heritage
interpretation. This initiative is centered on the Masen-Dixon Line and PA/DE Arcas

unique cultural resources tothis regionthat a sOnati ly valued and recognized. It
is intended to be undertaken as part ofthe@for i C"%ﬂ-municipal Mason-Dixon
Partnership. This collaborative effort stri incl heMational Park Service, PA
DCNR, and Friends of White CIayCrﬁ%erv ind trail connections and land
conservation opportunities within a rall them multi-modal connective and
cultural heritagethemes.

» Coordinateand integratean N’conn t@i‘énal network effort with agritourism
and heritage tourisminc educationalheritage interpretation of local history and
key historic sites (C and wijthpKemblesville as a destinationand ‘heritage
center’ within the erregion. @

» Work with neighborifg municipalities to complete wayfinding and local amenities
informational signage.

5-3.2. HOW: Provide identified transportation projects to Chester County Planning
Commission for inclusion on the Transportation Improvement Inventory (TII).

> Chester Countysolicits desired transportationimprovement projects from
municipalities every two years for inclusion in the TIl. The Tll forms the “wish list” of
desired projects in the County, and some of these projects are selected for inclusion in
the federally funded regional Transportation Improvement Program, or TIP.

» Multi-use trails (for bicyclists and pedestrians) identified by the Township as priorities
for development should be added to the TII.

» Roadwayimprovements can impact safetyfor bicyclists and pedestrians whoalso use
those roadways. Roadway projects should take a “Complete Streets” approachto
improvements and should make accommodations for all modes of transportationto
the extent possible (Chapter 6).
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Relationship to Township Vision

Developing an interconnectedtrail and pedestrian system connects people with places
(e.g., naturalareas, historic sites, recreation areas, residential areas, agriculture) in Franklin
Township without using a motor vehicle. It helps provide an avenue for physical activity and
recreation for residents, and a way for children and people without passenger vehicles to
move within the Township. It also helps to address resiliency of the ecosystem and climate
change through lowering emissions from use of personal vehicles to travelto trail,
preserve, village, and other destinations. It also facilitates anaspect of quality of life.
avenue for increased physical activity, recreation, and quality of life.

LEARN MORE...

Chester County Planning Commission’s open space planning
https://chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/OpenSpace.cfm

Chester County Planning Commission’s - Transportation Improvement Inv% (Tny)
https://www.chescoplanning.org/transportation/tii.cfm

Chester County Planning Commission’s trail planning d

https://www.chescoplanning.org/transportation/TrailPlanning.c

v
Chester County Trails Finder \
https://chesco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/weba ppviewer/indvesin?id:23332f7f24b44937af3

37a155d5eal3b
The Land Conservancy for Southern Chester Coun @

)
https://www.tlcforscc.org/ &
NaturalLand’s Forces of Nature Progra Q Q(L
https://natlands.org/support/volunteerzg.e-‘— orce-6f- e/
Penn State Extension’s Master W@t ed Steward Program

https://extension.psu.edu/proghams) atersheﬁlards
White Clay Creek National Wj cenic Rive

atchthe RainProgram

m— planning funds
er/vpp.cfm

DVRPC Transportation Commungity Development Initiative - planning funds
https://www.dvrpc.org/tcdi/

Chester County Preservation Partnership Program - land/easement acquisition &
construction funds

https://www.chesco.org/4647/Preservation-Partnership-Program

PA Greenways, Trials, and Recreation program - planning and construction funds
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp/

PA DCNR Community Conservation Partnerships program - planning and construction funds
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/Grants/pages/default.aspx

DVRPC Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TA) — construction funds
https://www.dvrpc.org/tap

PennDOT Multi-Modal Transportation Fund —construction funds
https://www.penndot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/MultimodalProgram/pages/default.aspx
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https://chesco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=23332f7f24b44937af337a155d5ea13b
https://natlands.org/support/volunteer/be-a-force-of-nature/
https://extension.psu.edu/programs/watershed-stewards
http://whiteclay.org/catchtherain
https://chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/vpp.cfm
https://www.dvrpc.org/tcdi/
https://www.chesco.org/4647/Preservation-Partnership-Program
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/greenways-trails-and-recreation-program-gtrp/
https://www.dvrpc.org/tap
https://www.penndot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/MultimodalProgram/pages/default.aspx
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PA DCED Multi-Modal Transportation Fund — construction funds
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/multimodal-transportation-fund/
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PRIORITY SUBJECT

Chapter6
Roads & other Community Infrastructure

GOAL-
Whattheaim is...

Based on a robust community input process (see Chapter 1), roads and other community
infrastructure is a priority subject for Township planning and this is the goal:

Retainrural character of roads and other community infrastructure and enhance, as
needed, in a manner that reflects and supports continued rural, agricultural, and open
character and natural constraints.

"\\
BACKGROUND-
Why this is a Priority Area & Whatit is.. Q‘K

N

Why? - Community Input
Community members rely on roadways for vehicular tra on-road bicycling,

stormwater management to control erosion and floo d promote groundwater
recharge, sewage disposaland water supply, reg eferg services and library
service, and other community facilities and ser&

Community survey findings indicate a tﬁp us is trafficand road
improvements (54%, 278 respondents) Jorlty ondents felt that overall
Township roads (61%, 277 respond are tained, particularly with regardto snow

removal (81%, 365 respondents a Ie Ber felt roadsides (54%, 246
respondents)are malntame. € respon s felt maintenance of PA roads meets needs

of Township residents ( 30’ respondents), while some felt it did not (41%, 184
respondents). Morer ents th 41%, 184 respondents) find that on-road
bicycling opportunities afe neede e community survey alsoasked respondents to

provide input about specific ty| Qoad improvements needed. Survey results indicate
that maintenance of Township ggads should continue to be addressed. Survey results also
indicate that on State roads the following should be addressed: gateways and traffic
calming along PA 896, shoulder widening to improve safety for on-road cycling and driving,
and traffic calming along PA 84. Respondents indicate a desire for gateways/traffic
calming/improved appearance along roadways in general.

Survey findings indicate PA 896/Appleton Road and PA 896/PA 841 are priority
intersections where transportationimprovements are needed, followed distantly by PA
896/Parsons Road and PA 896/Good Hope Road. A PennDOT plan for improvements along
PA 896 is underway and the PA 896/Appleton Roadintersectionis a plan item to address.
Roads most frequently traveledare PA 896 and PA 841 followed by Appleton Road, Flint Hill
Road, and S. Guernsey Road.

Respondents feel that groundwater (well water quality and quantity) is an important
natural resources itemto protect via regulation and other means (70%, 344 respondents).
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Survey results alsoindicate emergency services - police (67%, 303 respondents), fire (80%,
361 respondents), ambulance (77%, 348 respondents)- meet needs of residents as does
electricline/equipment maintenance and tree trimming (60%, 273 respondents)and
mobile phone service/facilities (52%, 238 respondents). A majority of respondents find that
the Township Building (67%, 303 respondents), Administration (58%, 264 respondents),
Codes Enforcement (51%, 231 respondents), and recycling drop-off (59%, 268 respondents)
meet resident needs. Interms of volunteer opportunities to assist with Township duties
and activities, respondents are interested in trail/park/open space/preserve cleanup/
maintenance (66%, 221 respondents), stream/natural area cleanup/invasive species
removal (47%, 159 respondents), road cleanup (39%, 133 respondents), neighborhood
watch (30%, 101 respondents), historic preservation (24%, 83 respondents), and Township
commission/activity (24%, 82 respondents).

During the planning process, there was input about continuing to monitor, and address as
needed, sewage/septic disposal, including reviewing the Township Act 537 Sewage
Facilities Plan. Along with that, residents and business owners alike voice ir concerns
about possible stormwater management issues, particularly along roadsi how
increases in development could exacerbate this issue. There was alsoj n how to
address roadsides to better accommodate movement of farm e x asfarmingisa
key industry in Franklin Township, as well to provide enhancemen horse drawn

N
Q(\

buggies and on-road bicycling.

What? - Context

Franklin Township is near major road arteries of US 1, and MD 273. PA 896, which
bisects the Township northwest-to southeast, i ar t¥arsportation corridor within
Franklin Township, followed by PA 841, wh| s'in generally a¥perpendicular direction.

The junction of both roads is the appro dle o) wnship. PA 896 runs
southeast from Lancaster County, thro h Chester rossing US1 and ending in
Newark, Delaware. PA 841 runs north«from Cecil County{MD 213) to West Grove where it
crosses US1 and continues nort% at PA Iqe regionis robust with local roads that

arerural in character (narro g, IOWR% olumes). Rural roads in the region
highly contribute to overal@al scenic qualities.

Within Chester County,Maunicipaliti nerally use their capital fund in an incremental
scheduled manner to assist m nd other municipal facilities (e.g. Township Building)
projects. Municipalities may pﬁer with other agencies and/or on aregional level or with
outside funding (e.g. grant, loan, bond) to complete such projects. Rural communities

throughout the County, due to suchrural character and often limited finances, often
contribute to regional services (e.g. library, fire, police) rather than have their own facilities.

With climate change, increased flooding and erosion, and need for groundwater infiltration
to recharge well water supply, sustainable stormwater management is a topic throughout
the County. Stormwater management refers tothe safe and effective collection, control,
infiltration, and treatment of stormwater, including rainwater, that flows over land and
that strives to minimize intermittent flooding, erosion and sedimentation. Additionally,
sustainable stormwater management allows rainwater to recharge groundwater, which is
critical for the Township’s drinking water resources. Chester County has anAct 167
Stormwater Management Planand model ordinance, which was recently updated, that
municipalities can use to facilitate local stormwater management.

Chapter 6-2 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan PRIORITY SUBJECT—Roads & other Community Infrastructure

What? - Existing Conditions

Roads - Public roadways in Franklin Township are owned and maintained by either
PennDOT or the Township. The Township contains 54.86 miles of public roads. Of that,
PennDOT owns and maintains 16.89 miles, and the Township owns and maintains 37.97
miles. Indicative of Franklin Township’s rural character, only two roads in the Township —
PA 896 and PA 841 —are designated as having a higher level roadway functional
classification, meaning level of use and roadway size/capacity. No roads have traffic
volumes exceeding 10,000 daily trips, also indicative of the continuing rural nature of
Franklin Township. However, with access tonearby US 1, the Township has major roadway
access tothe greater region, while largely containing rural local roads within the Township.
Ruralroads contribute to Township scenic qualities. The roadway network in Franklin
Township is ruralin character, with narrow and curved alignments that often follow the
natural topography, and cartways and traffic volumes that are low relative to other areas of
Chester County. Inaddition to being used for vehicular movements, rural roads are also
used for farm equipment, horse/buggies, pedestrian movement, and on-road cycling. This
means that various types of road uses need to be taken into account in ro@ planning.

Stormwater Management & Water Supply - The Township’s current s r@ater ordinance
was developed to be consistent with Chester County’s previous ter Management
Plan and related model ordinance. CCWRA recently updated the C y-wide model
ordinance. The goal of the stormwater ordinance is to prote giﬂic health, safety, general
welfare, property, groundwater recharge, and surface wa uality. Thisis largely
accomplished at the time of new construction, by impl ing on-site drainage and
stormwater management practices required by the d administered throughthe
assistance of the Township’s consulting enginee residential developments
served by public water, however most Franklin ship resitlents rely on individual on-lot
water supply through wells. These systemns d @ urced@ cal surface or groundwater.
This underlines the importance of storn@r man measures, which both clean
surface water and retain water to allew for groundwatéfrecharge.

*
4
Sewage Disposal - The majori \ Town&?erved by On-Lot Disposal Systems
(OLDS). the Pennsylvania Se acilities Act (Act 537) addresses sewage disposaltotryto
correct and prevent f agedis issues. The Act requires planning for sewage

facilities, permitting of idividual an@mmumty OLDS, and uniform standards for

@

designing OLDS.

Public Schools - Franklin Towns>p is a part of the Avon Grove School District, which has
over 5,000 students in several schools located throughout the district. Avon Grove Charter
School is a public school in the School District, andits Early Learning Center is the only
school within Franklin Township.

Library - Avon Grove Libraryin West Grove serves Franklin Township residents. The library
was established in 1874 when West Grove was a village located in London Grove Township.
The Library is part of the Chester County Library system, and offers work spaces, meeting
rooms, homework/research help, and a variety of education programs for residents.

Emergency Services — Like other rural municipalities with small population sizes, Franklin
Township does not have its own police, fire, or emergency services. The Townshipis served
by PA State Police based out of the Avondale barracks, which has personnel dedicated to
patrolling the Township and neighboring areas. The Township is served by West Grove and
Avondale Fire Companies. West Grove Fire Company has a large service area and maintains
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three facilities, with the main stationin West Grove Borough and substations New London
and London Britain Townships. It is the primary responder for the majority of Franklin
Township. Avondale Fire Company, located off PA 41, is smaller than West Grove Fire. For
ambulance service, the Township is serviced by West Grove Fire Company’s EMS
ambulance division. Due to the closure of twolocal hospitals, the cost to maintain
adequate emergency services in the Township has risendramaticallyand is expectedto
increase even further in the future. Ensuring the availability of emergency services for
residents, such as Medic 94, is a key priority.

RECOMMENDATIONS & ACTIONS -
How to implement...

6-1. Community facilities in a rural landscape: Consider appropriate and

adequate community services and facilities within the prachi nd fiscal
limits of the Township as a rural community, its rural ch r,and the
natural constraints of the land. Q{

WHY DO THIS? -
Franklin Township wants to maintainand support its rural c \Be
have been its defining feature since its founding. Commuppi
infrastructure types and design play arole in Franklin ip’s character. While adequate
community facilities and services are important, it i rtant to implement
changes and upgrades that fit with rural contex obt ?%vithin fiscaland practical
limitations of Franklin Township. An updated age Fa 'I?%{P n, ground and surface
water quality, services (e.g., fire, police, dTo % cilities are areas tobe
considered in this Comprehensive Plan. §ranklin Tov\% esidents wish for their Township
to remain arural place and have voi input on wherefuture development should be
directed (Chapter 7); facilities a%}&es areﬁesponsive to this and meeting the

ith thath{t al, historic, and agricultural areas

needs of existing land uses.
(Chapters3and 4) aretob ered when upgrades, updates, and changes are being
r é’y

planning for communQ : sand&l es.

6-1.1. HOW? - Review the \@np Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan to ensure it
continues to meet the Township rural vision, as well as takes into account new
technologies including greening.

randlandscapes that
cilities and services

yi
i

> Update the Township’s Act 537 Plan to continue the prioritization of on-lot sewage
disposal. Continuing to use on-lot sewage disposal helps maintainthe watershed water
balance of groundwater, support lower density rural land use patterns, andis
compatible with maintaining Township rural character. As of the last (Jan2002) Act 537
Plan, there are two larger systems: one at the Early Learning Center that was hoping to
expand the systemtoalmost 3,000gpd and one at Heritage Village Apartments.

» When updating the Act 537 Plan, explore the possibility of new technologies for sewage
disposal. Such technologies can be challenging to include in a Sewage Facilities Plan as
they can be viewed as experimental by the State and may not be approved.

» Explore the use of graywater systems toincrease the life of on-lot systems, use less
water and recycle bath/sink/washer water toirrigate lawns and gardens and to flush
toilets. These systems work by redirecting water from sinks and showers to a system
that can be reused for non-potable uses.
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» Continue to utilize and enhance the Township’s On-lot Sewage Management Ordinance
(Ordinance 2011-02). The regular maintenance and pumping of on-lot disposal systems
will provide an accurate accounting of the state of the on-lot systems inthe Township
and help the Township to make educated and proactive decisions regarding community
or even public sewer systems that may be needed in the future.

6-1.2. HOW? - Review any water service areas in the Township to ensure they
continue to meet the Township rural vision, groundwater and surface water quality
and quantity, as well as takes into account new technologies including greening.

» Continue to use on-lot water supplies/wells as a priority method of water supply,
wherever possible and maintain limited use of public water supply that is compatible
with Franklin’s rural character.

> Educateresidents about living in a High Quality Watershed, the Big Elk Creek, which
encompasses roughly the southern third of the Township, and the interconnections
between the way residents live and function/impacts to groundwater they use.
Provide online and paper mailers with information (e.g. from Chester ‘@yWater
Resources Authority (CCWRA), PA DEP, and Chester County Conservati istrict), as
well as local watershed groups (e.g. Brandywine Red Clay Asso 'ﬁ%andywine
Conservancy) as to what actions residents can do to help mao improve water
quality. Create a demonstration project on Township progerty (€¢’g. a stormwater basin
retrofit) toshow residents what they can do on a smalle to make a difference
with water quality in their community. CCWRA is updét&xe County-wide Water
Resource Plan, Watersheds. PADEP is working on ated Best Management
Practices (BMP) manual. The Township can look«ffothese rgsources, once completed.

» Periodically review Township Code Chapter ter) e standards for

q ity and quality are up-to-

date and maximize protection.
» Review zoning standards for groundwatgr proteétion and an overlay.

» Continue to require a 100’ rip@rc)buffer in zoning"to help increase groundwater
recharge and filter entry of Gx\ ntals ees intosurface waters through

vegetative planting, redt@ eam baN’ ion and stormwater run-off, and limited
uses in riparian areas.O

6-1.3. HOW? - When Updates a e%ded to Township facilities, consider methods
as to how energy efficiency$bl ernative energy can be included.

> Consider the use of renewable energy sources at Franklin Township facilities for long
term cost savings and to serve as demonstration sites toshow what is possible for
alternative energy and energy efficiency. Conduct an energy audit of Township facilities
as a first step to determine where efficiencies and inefficiencies are occurring.

» Explore implementing greeninfrastructure on Township properties. This canalso serve
as an example of promoting these types of systems within Franklin overall.

6-1.4. HOW? - In understanding the Township as a rural community would not self-
fund to provide services and facilities, continue to work within the larger region
including with neighboring communities and organizations to provide quality
facilities and services that the Township utilizes.

» Continue coordination with Pennsylvania State Police that serve the Township out of
the Avondale barracks to retain the partnership that currently benefits Franklin
Township residents and provides a level of service that is compatible with a rural lower
density community.
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» Continue to participate in regional fire and ambulance services, which are provided by
West Grove and Avondale Volunteer Fire Companies and promote volunteer
opportunities with these services. The fire companies maintain facilities in the vicinity
of PA 896 and State Street north of the Township and Flint Hill Road and PA 896 south
of the Township.

» Consider added involvement with the Avon Grove School District as related to future
decision making about Avon Grove Charter School’s Early Learning Center (former
Kemblesville Elementary School) and its relation to Kemblesville, the only school located
in Franklin, and a community organizationand resource.

» Continue to support and promote the regional Avon Grove Library, located in West
Grove, in an equitable manner with neighboring municipalities, which serves as the
Township’s community library resource.

6-2. Green Sustainable infrastructure & energy - Consider and promote
use of green infrastructure types including renewable energy, stormwater
management/ erosion control & soil mgt, roads, sewer, gr(géﬁhwater &
surface water, recreation, and development design. K

WHY DO THIS? Q

Use of naturally based greensystems as infrastructure is compatible'with and complements
Franklin’s rural character. It canalsorestore and enhance n eatures, reduce demand
for polluting and nonrenewable resources, support the e em, and address climate
resilience through reduced hardscaped heat trapping.i ructure, as well as provide mid to
long term economic saving via use of largely self-r g sy s. During existing
infrastructure enhancement and new infrastru e‘eonstruetion use of greening should be
part of the discussion of priority methods to Y. Q

6-2.1. HOW? Continuallyreassess hgxl suppo(rtbd encourage use of alternative
energysources including evoluin hnolggy and innovations.
- Rt
a

» Explore/Examine the creati SustN y Advisory Committee in order to
undertake this duty in t mnship. Investigate other communities in the
County/Region th Qeated s Committee in terms of duties and process.

» Examine other muni€ipalities tth already supporting alternative energy use,

including successesandc

» Examine whether zoning % es use of alternative energy sources and update, where
needed, to promote alternative energy. Look to other municipal zoning as examples and
particularly municipalities having rural character.

» Considerthe federal Dept. of EnergyZero Energy Ready Homes program as an example
to determine if there are ways to promote use of methods for green building in new
and redevelopment projects.

> Petition the State to permit minimum Building Code Standards to be changedto
require energy efficient construction.

6-2.2. HOW? Encourage the use of greeningroads, stormwater infrastructure,
development design, adaptive reuse of historic buildings, and other infrastructure types.

» Explore via the Sustainability Advisory Committee different types of greeninfrastructure.

> Prioritize which greeninfrastructure types are most feasible and practical for use in
Franklin Township as a rural community. This should include benefit, challenges,
cost/funding, and rural context to determine types compatible in the Township.
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> Explore nearby municipalities, particularly those with a rural and/or agricultural
character, that have used similar methods and outcomes/lessons learned.

» Coordinate with County agencies (e.g. CCCD, CCWRA) and State agencies (e.g. PennDOT,
PA DEP) to understand needed requirements.

» Examine whether regulations are conducive to promoting greeninfrastructure types,
particularly those of a higher priority in Franklin.

» Explore ways to minimize oversalting of roads in icing events including considering other
products to dissolve ice (See Action 6-3.3).

6-2.3. HOW? Provide outreach about types of greeninfrastructure.

> Provide web links to educational/how-to guides for community members explaining
the benefits of greeninfrastructure use (e.g. climate resiliency, environmental
protection, historic resource preservation, energy savings, financial benefits,
stormwater and runoff management, flooding management).

» For example, often not considered as part of greeninfrastructure is reuse of buildings;
however, reuse of buildings is one of the original forms of greeninfras Xure (e.g.
continued and adaptive reuse of historic buildings throughout histo% nvey that
continued use and adaptive reuse of historic resources is an orjgidal lofig held method of
green built infrastructure, which prevents additional wastei dfills and continues to
use already embodied materialand constructionenergy tb\t:v t into existing buildings.

» Look to form partnerships with businesses, agencies, o members of the
community to create model projects throughout the%ip orin areas that are used
by members of the community.

» Encourage property owners, and incentivize where osymmstall sustainable green

infrastructure (e.g. stormwater BMPs, roof eds Is, geothermal systems).

6-2.4. HOW? Encourage the develo@ ?ﬁ

> Coordinatewith PECOandane neratin pany(s) to determineif thereis
potential for a soIarfaC|I|ty portl fsthe Township, The Township is
currently working on an e to reﬁ* commercial solar farms.

» Considercha rgmg stat wnshlp facllities to support the use of electric vehicles.

network for the move eople and goods and that reflects the rural
community characterin dlng access by agricultural equipment. Participate
in regional transportation planning and projects that relate to the
transportation network in Franklin Township. (See Actions 3-1.2 and 3-4.2)

WHY DO THIS?

Franklin Township wants to maintainand support its rural character, and roadway types
and design play a role in that character. Asafe and efficient transportation network is
important, though must also be balanced with changes and upgrades that fit withrural
context (e.g. maintaining rural road character and volumes) and within fiscal and practical
limitations of Franklin. Additionally, agriculture is a key industry in Franklin Township, and
the ability of farmers to move their equipment throughout the Township is a key
consideration in order to retainthe agriculturalindustry (Chapter 3) thatis also a key
features of Franklin’s rural character and lifestyle. The Township needs to balance planning
for a roadway system that meets community needs, while maintaining rural character.

6-3. Vehlcularcw ation @ or a safe and efficient transportation
P

Chapter 6-7 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan PRIORITY SUBJECT—Roads & other Community Infrastructure

6-3.1. HOW? - Determine ways to calm traffic on PA 896 and Appleton Road.

» Work with Newark, Delaware, which has been successfulin calming traffic on RT 896.

> Investigate various methods and applications of traffic calming that may discourage
truck traffic. The Township should work with a licensed traffic engineer to identify the
most appropriate applications and locations so that the measure or measures in
concert would help to achieve this goal. Start with the PA Traffic Calming Handbook.

» Plans for PA 896 will, in part, place an all-way stop at Appleton Rd that can
inadvertently also help calm traffic in Kemblesville.

6-3.2. HOW? - Coordinate roadway improvements with integrated strategies that enable
farm equipment to travel within the Township, especially along main road corridors.

» Public roadways are not generally designed for the width requirements of modern farm
equipment. Work with the local agricultural community to identify and prioritize
roadways the farm equipment would use to travel between destinations. Have a
licensed traffic engineer evaluate these roads to determine impacts a otential
improvements necessarytoallow farm equipment travel (e.g. sighag ent
within the roadways is determined by the Manual of Uniform Traffi trol Devices
(MUTCD), soif signage maybe an obstacle, a traffic engineer eed to review and
approve remedies).

» Explore cooperative agreements between farmers and otl%gl'andowners to allow farm
equipment to travel outside of public roadways where\@ssible.

» During roadway improvement projects, consider ho shoulders could be
improved to be simultaneously used by horse drasunYuggies and on-road cyclists (e.g.
create “soft” road shoulders that could acco ate pa this use, move signage),
while balancing the continuation of rural m@oads %y, narrower roads).

» Review the schedule of regular roadside enar@%lears roadside vegetation
overhanging or within existing road{shoulders.

» Takeinto account the impact of curb hen roa provements are being
considered, as hard curbs c an |ss®r maneuverablllty of farm equipment.

Encourageroad (and pede aIkw s that do not requires hard curbing.
» Considerthe creationa oing curation of a GISdatabase of Township roads. The

database caninclu ofds for fu road work projects, traffic accidents, flooding
events, icing eventsgfoadslope g hazards, traffic counts, and more useful
information for trans ortat| n

6-3.3. HOW? - Coordinate w PennDOT and Chester County on maintenance of
state owned roadways and bridges and county owned bridges so that
maintenance and repair are addressed in a manner consistent with Franklin’s
rural character.

» Continue to coordinate with PennDOT (Chester County Maintenance) on maintenance
issues relatedto State roads. This includes roadside maintenance that clears roadside
vegetation overhanging or within existing road shoulders and minimizing oversalting of
roads or exploring other products to dissolve ice.

» For the maintenance of Township owned roadways (for which the Township receives
liquid fuels funding from PennDOT), one resource for training Township employees
regarding maintenance techniques is the PennDOT Local Technical Assistance Program
(LTAP), which trainings are provided for free.
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6-3.4. HOW? - Provide identified transportation projects to Chester County Planning
Commission for inclusion on the Transportation Improvement Inventory (TII).

» TheTllis a list of known transportation needs and projects in Chester County, which is
updated every two years and contains projects that have been recommended to CCPC
by municipalities and other stakeholders over time. Chester County asks municipalities
about their desired transportationimprovement projects every two years for inclusion
in the TII, which, in turn, forms the list of desired projects in the County. Some Tl listed
projects are selected for inclusion in the federally funded regional Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP).

> TheTllisalso used by CCPCtotry to match projects to potential funding sources other
than the TIP (e.g. PennDOT’s Multi-modal Transportation Fund opportunities, PA
Department of Community and Economic Development).

6-3.5. HOW? - Continue to discourage speeding and neighborhood cut-through
traffic, e.g. work with State Police, speed limit signs, stop signs, flashing lights, etc.

> Work with State police on enforcement of speeding, which may be o xe most
effective methods of traffic calming.

» Work with a traffic engineer regarding proposed stop signs, s its, flashing lights,
etc. in terms of how they can mesh with State warrants.

» Thereis already a ban on brake arrestors in Kemblesville, @%'si er if this is appropriate

in other areas of the Township. Q

» Takeinto account factors of traffic calming measure putting themin place (e.g.
rumble strips cause issue for buggy traffic, but h eep drivers alert and in the
cartway. Thus, for use in Franklin, rumble stri bestelmost appropriately applied
to centerlines of roads.

» Takeinto account what “smart” vehi e@ Iogy@an for driving habits and
cars directly interacting with police ftrafficfules.

> Explore options to make roads safer edestria nd vehicles (farm vehicles, buggy
travel, mailb tc). ¢
ravel, mailbox access etc) \\CJ Q 4
6-4. On-road bicyclin&@nsider how to improve bicycle connectivity
infrastructure an er Ke@esville as a recreation destination.

WHY DO THIS?

In addition to pedestrian walkways and multi-use trails (Chapter 5), another element of
multi-modal (non-vehicular) circulation is on-road bicycling. Currently, Franklin Township’s
and surrounding municipality’s rural roads are used for cycling due to their relative low
traffic, scenic nature, and proximity to major regional destinations (e.g. Fair Hill NRMA and
White Clay Creek Preserve). For Kemblesville to become a recreation destination for the
Township and local area (Chapter 5, 7), on-road bicycling connections also need to be taken
into account.

6-4.1. HOW: Identify road improvements that facilitate current on-road bicycling coupled
with implementing other Chapter goals, including roadside stormwater management.

» Participle in collaboration with London Britain Township, New Garden Township, and
Elk Township in the newly forming multi-municipal Mason-Dixon Partnershipand to
undertake the Mason-Dixon Plan (Chapter 5) that will look at multi-modal connectivity
in a heritage interpretation context.
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> Review bicycle circulation-related recommendations for Franklin in CCPC’s 2020 Active
Transportation Inventory. One recommendation is for the Township to preparea
Bicycle/Pedestrian Mobility Plan that could be usedto identify both on road and off-
road improvements and prioritize them for development. This is more of a feasibility
level planning effort and would occur after the Mason-Dixon/Arc Corner Plan project.

» Coordinate with cycling, agricultural, and Amish communities for input and possible feasible
roadway improvement ideas to try to accommodate these various uses, all of which mesh
with Franklin’s goal of Kemblesville as a recreationand agritourism destination.

» Investigate whethera road shoulder along PA 896 and/or Appleton Road is appropriate
for on-road cycling in Kemblesville.

» Among routes used for bicycling currentlyare Chesterville Road after leaving PA 841
and then going to Flint Hill Road to the south or West Grove Borough to the north.

» CCWRArecently completed updating the County-wide model stormwater ordinance.
Review The Township Act 167 ordinance to ensure consistency with the updated
County-wide model ordinance. Support and implement updates to the County-wide
stormwater ordinance, per PA Act 167, to reduce the impacts of runo d flooding
along roadways within the Township. %

» Support the design, construction, maintenance, and improvemen mwater
management infrastructure to protect public health and saf tgto provide
management of stormwater runoff (while addressing Chesape aystrategiesunder
the Watershed Implementationthatis under developme CCCD along with CCWRA).

» Coordinate with PennDOT on State standards for stor r management as related
to upgrades/improvements within State road right @ays

mple t on-road cycling circulation.

mentatlon of on-road
velo /Pedestrlan Mobility Plan so

» There are no specific funding opportunitj
cycling facilities. A better alternativ,

that these on road facilities may be ledwhen adway is resurfaced, as manyon
road cycling facilities are cregte lane striping, pavement markings, and/or signage.
If these facilities are de5|re cat d%nﬂa PennDOT owned roadway, such Plan
would provide initial gui at cou Iow for these improvements to be done at
no or low costtothe T ownship would in turn be required to enter into
a maintenance ag to en at the pavement markings and signage (not the
roadway surface)w Id be m ihed by the Township.

Relationship to Townshb\llsmn

Balancing sustainability of the land, resources, and facilities to accommodate uses and
population and resiliency of the ecosystem and climate change are key tenants of the
Township Vision. Enhancing Franklin Township’s rural roads and other community
infrastructure, as needed, will provide a basis of meeting this Vision, including movement
of people and goods and community services and facilities. Retaining and supporting the
rural, agricultural, historic, and open character of Franklin should always be a main
consideration when introducing updates or changes to roadways, transportation network,
and community infrastructure.

LEARN MORE...

Chester County Water Resources Authority Water Quality
https://www.chesco.org/4877/Water-Quality-in-Chester-County

Chapter 6-10 June 2022 Final draft MPC review


https://www.chesco.org/4877/Water-Quality-in-Chester-County

Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan PRIORITY SUBJECT—Roads & other Community Infrastructure

Chester County Water Resources Authority Water Resources Planand updates
https://www.chesco.org/4845/Water-Resources-Plan-and-Updates-Underwa

Chester County Water Resources Authority Special Protection Waters/Protected Stream Uses -
https://www.chesco.org/4184/Protected-Stream-Uses

PA DEP Water Quality
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/CleanWater/WaterQuality/Pages/default.aspx

PA DEP Surface water quality assessment
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/CleanWater/WaterQuality/Pages/default.aspx

PA Chapter 93 Water Quality Standards (HQ/EV)
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/025/chapter93/chap93toc.

html|&d=reduce

PA DEP BMP Manual (2006)
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetFolder?Folder|D=4673

Chester County Planning Commission etools for green roofs ss\\'

https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/05-GreenRoofs.

Chester County Planning Commission etools for green codes K
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTooIs/OG—Green@des cfm

Chester County Planning Commission etool for NPDES
https://www.chescoplanning.org/M uniCorner/TooIs/npdﬁ%
A g

Chester County Planning Commission etool for TMDL

https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/Too .cf
Chester County Planning Commission etool for ate nagement BMPs
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCor ols/BMPs.

Chester County Planning Commission etool for Storr% acilities Maintenance

https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCofner/Tools/SEérmFacilities.cfm

https://www.chescoplanning.o ornef/Teols/StormMaintenance.cfm
NS

-county-eyes-code-update-for-home-gray-water-systems/

Graywater system code arti

omes program

https://www.energy.gov/eere/bui s/zero-energy-ready-homes

Chester County Conservation I%rlct Chesapeake Bay
https://www.chesco.org/2062/Chesapeake-Bay-Program

Chester County Planning Commission’s - Transportation Improvement Inventory (TlI)
https://www.chescoplanning.org/transportation/tii.cfm

Chester County Multimodal Circulation Handbook
https://chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/MultiModal/chl-intro.cfm

Chester County Planning Commission’s Transportation Planning
https://chescoplanning.org/transportation/transportation.cfm

Pennsylvania’s Traffic Calming Handbook
http://www.dot.state.pa.us/public/PubsForms/Publications/PUB%20383. pdf

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/

DVRPC Transportation Community Development Initiative - planning funds
https://www.dvrpc.org/tcdi/
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https://www.chesco.org/2062/Chesapeake-Bay-Program
https://www.dvrpc.org/tcdi/
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DVRPC Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TA) — construction funds
https://www.dvrpc.org/tap

PennDOT Multi-Modal Transportation Fund —construction funds
https://www.penndot.gov/ProjectAndPrograms/MultimodalProgram/pages/default.aspx

PA DCED Multi-Modal Transportation Fund — construction funds
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/multimodal-transportation-fund/
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PRIORITY SUBJECT

Chapter?7
Kemblesville Village Enhancements

GOAL-
Whattheaim is...

Based on a robust community input process (see Chapter 1), Kemblesville village
enhancements is a priority subject for Township planning and this is the goal:

Retain Kemblesville’s historic village character and traditional role as Franklin Township’s
community and commercial center including a mixing of uses, while enhancing walkability,
promoting economic vitalityas an agritourism and recreation gateway, and considering
strategies for compatible innovative types of land uses.

BACKGROUND- K%\

Why this is a Priority Area & What it /s...Q

Why? - Community Input
Kemblesville is a village in the midst of agricultural busin > parks andtrails, historic
resources, and nearby more developed commercial dentialareasinthe region (e.g.

northern New Castle County, West Grove Boroug arts ew Garden Township,
London Grove Township, and New London Tow, art|C|pat|on intwo
eI

community workshops and a community sur, ct areainterviews
including local agriculturaland other buﬁegg Q at Kemblesville should retain
its village character, allow for local busi s, improv Ikab|l|ty, and add traffic calming
measures to promote and encourag afor ntloned

Community survey findings s@at ruralmacter retention, agricultural land
preservation, agriculturali y retention, scenic resources conservation, historic
resources protection,@ra andr IQ)on opportunities are important planning topics.
Enhancing Kemblesville and relate Qomic potential of current and future amenities and
businesses can help assistin aﬁ)ng these topics. Enhancing Kemblesville as a
destinationis a keystone topical@rea that also ties together elements of priority subject
areas—agriculturaluse and industry retention, fostering trails and other pedestrian
connections, promoting resources protection including historic resources adaptive reuse

and land preservation, encouraging local scale economic vitality, and considering land uses
and land use patterns that are compatible with rural character.

Survey respondents indicate a preference in locating commercial uses (shops and offices)
along major roads (38%, 176 respondents) and in/near Kemblesville (23%, 107
respondents), using a pattern of smaller (possible mixed-used commercial/residential)
buildings facing roads and with parking generally tothe rear (64%, 265 respondents); this
finding meshes withthe concept of promoting small scale commercialand mixed uses
in/near the village. In terms of preference for Township policy relatedto land uses and
facilities, surveyfindings show that eco-tourism, ag-tourism, or historic site-tourism (42%,
194 respondents)and small scale commercial uses (56%, 260 respondents) are important
for future Township land use and facilities policy as arerelated agricultural uses and their
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preservation (49%, 224 respondents), parks/recreation/trail network (71%, 332
respondents) and nature preserves/openspace (77%, 356 respondents). Related to the
latter topics and Kemblesville as a recreation gateway, respondents largely recreate at local
parks/trail/preserves in Franklin (66%, 281 respondents) and outside of Franklin Township
(59%, 251 respondents), Fair Hill NRMA (47%, 199 respondents), White Clay Creek Preserve
(57%, 242 respondents) and State Park (50%, 210 respondents), as well as Big Elk section of
White Clay Creek Preserve (Strawbridge property, 36%, 151 respondents), walking/jogging/
cycling along roads, other parks in Delaware, and other nearby recreationareas.

Focusing in on Kemblesville, respondents feel that improving walkability (37%, 171
respondents), allowing for local businesses (e.g. salons, specialty food store, antique shops,
bike shops, takeout food) (62%, 287 respondents), and retaining village character (70%, 326
respondents)are important to address. Some participants alsofelt that itis important to
calm traffic (e.g., trafficlights, stop signs, speed humps, curb bump outs, on-street parking)
through the village (29%, 135 respondents) as well. In looking at possible commercial uses,
the survey found some of the most wanted uses are a restaurant (takeou
(78%, 354 respondents), food specialty shop (e.g., deli, coffee, bakery) (7
respondents), recreational service (e.g. bike shop, outdoor and sports ent, fishing,
golfing) (45%, 205 respondents), and personal care (e.g. nail san on, pet groomer,

tailor, shoe repair, yoga studio). Other commercial uses of mtEres glude personal

services (e.g. lawyer, architect, accountant, doctor, dentist), rtesian uses (e.g.
photographer, paint-your-own studio, potter, art gallery, king), and hardware
store/plumbing/electrical supply.

Input at community workshops was that a focus s e on t racting and retaining small
businesses, along with the concern that large retathor strl m ould detract from
Franklin’s rural characterand sense of pLQo

In addition to retaining historic charagter,there was(chunltymput about the need for

improving the overall branding
and customers, and foster e

ok of Ke sw‘klle in order to attract new businesses
itaIit\,rgr uggested thatimmediate/short term
key areas to focus on includ ng the area around the gas station blend more with
village character, addi urant, dding a food specialty shop. A recurring
comment during the pla@ining input Procéss is that community members are looking for a
community center as a destin ti@ed community identify/sense of place, and place
to gatherin Franklin Townshir%

What? - Context

There arevillages located throughout Chester County of differing sizes, scales, integrity,
preservation, and land use focuses. However, most of these areas have a development
patterns of close in building to a historically main roadway and/or crossroads. Landscapes3
includes villages as part of the significant historic landscapes mapping that overlays and
intersects with agricultural, rural, suburban, and urban landscapes and natural resources
throughout the County. The significant historic landscapes designation captures an overall
County-wide historic resources areas contextual patternlargely focused on places (villages
and historic districts) rather thanlocations of every specific resource itself.

As also discussedin Chapter 4, Heritage tourismis an economic driver in Pennsylvania and
Chester County, of which preserved historic resources and their relationship to/within their
naturaland built setting is key. Heritage tourism, along with outdoor recreation, are
specifically part of the 2021 Federal Covid-19 pandemic relief effort, American Rescue Plan
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Programs. Considering heritage tourismin a regional context, but with a focus on
preserving Franklin’s and nearby area’s rural character, could provide an opportunity for
economic benefit for Franklin Township and build upon already existing local efforts and
amenities - trails, preserves, recreation, openspace, agriculturalland preservation, heritage
interpretation, historic resources and landscapes protection, and agritourism.

Kemblesville village is well placed, sitting within proximity — vehicular and non-vehicular
travel - to regional commercial uses, historic places, recreational (Chapter 4, 6), and
agritourism (Chapter 3) destinations.

What? - Existing Conditions

Franklin Township’s rural character has been shaped by the intersection of natural
resources, including agricultural soils and landscape, and the built environment. Chapter 4
indicates there are historic resource throughout the Township, while Kemblesville provides
a clustering of close-in resources that make up a village setting/landscape.

Kemblesville village is a key part of Township historyand character, and sgv\gt for the
Township overall as a remaining and fairly intact historic village. Due t%tﬂ%often—good
location of historic villages along main roadways and/or at cross @g lages are
vulnerable to being demolished/built over or changedto the extentof a barely
recognizable historicvillage core. Kemblesville contains a Nasi Register eligible district
and an Act 167 local historic district; the latter of which w, tablishedto help protect
historic resources found within the village including reyi ssistance by a Historic
Architectural Review Board (HARB). Some structure hin Kemblesville have experienced
neglect and provide an opportunity for rehabilit nd adag’:ibreuse in a context
sensitive manner that is compatible with villa h acter.(L

There is some mixture of usesin the vill@ommu ity inpUt indicates that this mixture
could be enhanced. A mixed-use la ngse patternis typi€al for villages and provides
¥,

economic health with uses bala e ano tosideally create a live-work environment

and with amenities (e.g. sho sto fox rtainment, community gathering,

walkability) for both viIIage@wnshi residents as well as visitors. For example, within
t attract visitors from around the region, and

and not far from the vij winerie
Kemblesville could be a‘destinationforthese visitors either before or after their time spent
atthe winery.

Kemblesville is not walkable there is a desire (Chapter 4 shows that trails and
pedestrian connectivity is a crucial aspect of community input) along with concerns about
how to create a more walkable environment in/nearby the village. Some community input
expressed concern that adding commercial uses to the village could increase traffic, and
decrease potential for walking, however this sentiment was balanced with the desire for
traffic calming measures that could lend to a thriving village setting. APennDOT PA 896
Improvement project is underway that includes realigning an intersection, adding a stop
sign, and demarcating crosswalks.
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RECOMMENDATIONS & ACTIONS -
How to implement...

7-1. Branding and marketing - Promote Kemblesville village by
rebranding the village asa walkable agritourism and trail, open space,
and recreation destination gateway and community center.

WHY DO THIS?

In a community that clearly and abundantly values its rural character and heritage,
Kemblesville has potential to serve as Franklin’s destination gateway linking a network of
agricultural agritourismsites, preserves/parks/open spaces, and historic places, with small
scale commercial uses in the village. This link can be thematically via heritage interpretation
with the village as a heritage center and through physical connections of pedestrian
walkways and multi-use trails (Chapter 5) and road cycling and vehicles (Chapter 6).
Franklin Township has an agriculturalindustry that creates a range of pro

Kemblesville offers an opportunity to showcase historic structures, acco atesmall
businesses, and connect agritourismincluding residents tolocal farm x ts, and
recreation. With appropriate village branding, there canbe the og ¢ ty to work to
attract the kinds of shops and businesses that the communlty tronize and for local
economic development and tax base, while preserving the herltage and character
that makes Kemblesville and Franklin Township sucha deﬁplace to call home.

This concept is supported through community inpu a way to provide locally
oriented and appropriately scaled economic dev nt and vitality to Franklin in a
manner thatis compatible with the commun a tlngt in and enhance on
Franklin Township as a rural place. é

7-1.1. HOW? - Complete a V|Ilag as;er plan (1/3 focus on branding and building
onto the historic village char \!\ d h|s resources. Employ existing tools of
the Township Historic Re tlas N al Historic District as a foundation.

is a remaining and stillintact village in southern

» Kemblesville is a uni u |nat|o
Chester County, Q i the largest areas of preserved lands in the Mid-

Atlanticregion (Ch THis wealth of open space, recreation, andtrails is
located inanareawithar ed cultural heritage embodied in active agriculture,
historic structures, viIIage$yd landscapes.

» Effective branding should be created for Kemblesville so that residents and visitors can
feel the village’s sense of place.

» AVillage Master Plan provides implementation specific study of village existing
conditions, opportunities, and limitations related to walkability, land uses, parking,
traffic calming, and crafting branding and marketing including wayfinding signage. The
Village Plan concept would center on Kemblesville as a destinationand gatewayinto
Franklin for access toregional agritourismandrecreation.

» The Village Plan would be done in association with a regional Mason-Dixon/Arc Corner
Heritage Interpretation and Connectivity Plan, whereby the Village Pan would vet the
specific for Kemblesville in the context of the larger regional Mason-Dixon/Arc Corner
Plan. The creation of a Village Plan allows the Township to create a vision focused on
Kemblesville and provide specific implementable actions. When exploring ways to
preserve the village character and history, ways to connect Kemblesville to other
destinations along its and Township borders should be taken into account.

Chapter 7-4 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan PRIORITY SUBJECT—Kemblesville Village Enhancements

>

Capitalize on the Township Historic Resource Atlas and local historic district as already
existing tools and a grounded basis upon which to build. This incudes to protectand
promote appropriate uses of the historic resources located within Kemblesville Village.

7-1.2. HOW? - Participate in a regional Mason-Dixon/Arc Corner Heritage
Interpretation and Connectivity Master Plan.

>

Along with this Comprehensive Plan for Franklin Township, London Britain Township,
New Garden Township, and Elk Township have Comprehensive Plans with policy
supportive of aninterconnected pedestrianand trail networkin combination with
heritage, historic resources and places, open space, and agriculture. Together, these
four municipalities will participate as a region in this planning effort, which was funded
in late 2021 via a Chester County VPP Planning grant.
The regional Mason-Dixon Heritage Interpretation Connectivity Planis intended to
explore ways to connect key natural, historic, andland resources in a cohesive and
meaningful way for public understanding through heritage interpretat
connected via trailand pedestrianlinks. Recognizing the history of suc{x
collaboration on land preservation (open space and agriculture)an evelopment,
the plan would explore leveraging and building upon existing tdserveasa
unifying element for communicating and interpreting import@a red history.
The Plan will identify a holistic, but action oriented impleméntable, concept
encompassing interpretative themes; associated histori rces places, and
districts; parks, preserves, open space, trails and tralﬁ ; amenities (e.g. local
businesses, signage, local institutions); publicly ace agriculture; bicycling and
pedestrian networks; and heritage centers, a pretiv@sites. For example,
Kemblesville village could be identified as itagecent destination—as
implementing this Comprehensive Plan istor C ion, and publicly accessible
agriculture/agritourism, while othef'heri yalso be identified in the
planning region during the planning
This type of planning effort has §ucgessful kenplace in a portion of the Brandywine
M hist& 1&s and location, provides a solid plan
ea

model for accomplishing
This plan could loo
heritage tourism
available through th
tourism grants.

g'the nezideral American Rescue Plan monies relatedto
dsoutdoor re ion to help achieve plan actions. This funding is
.S. Ec& ic'Development Administration’s competitive

7-1.3. HOW? - Hold a community forum for branding ideas centering around two
themes — agritourism destination for agriculture in the Township & recreation
destination for Township and nearby trails, cycling, parks, and preserves.

>

As part of the Village Master Plan or as a separate effort, hold a community forum —
with community members, Township officials, agriculture property owners, businesses,
and possibly other stakeholders - to discuss branding and marketing ideas. There would
be a focus on creating an image for Kemblesville that attracts individuals interestedin
area agriculture and recreation opportunities.

Discuss, as a related topic, ideas to link Kemblesville to the larger regional recreation
network and agritourism. Kemblesville’s unique history and location make it a valuable
addition to such effort.

Study other villages (e.g., Marshalltonvillage, St. Peter’s village, Guthriesville village)
for planning efforts and to compare zoning, marketing strategies,and customer base.
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7-1.4. HOW? - Participate in Chester County Villages and Town Tours Program for
a village walking tour, and consider other like programs such as an annual interior
historic building tour.

» Consider participating in a village walk in Kemblesville as part of the annual Town Tours
and Village Walks program, which provide a series of free summer strolls through
historic neighborhoods, hamlets, villages, and sites where participants canexplore
Chester County’s rich heritage and historic landscape. A Kemblesville walking tour
would help promote the village and Township to/within the region and help Franklin
Township celebrate/raise awareness of its heritage and foster community pride and
investment in historic properties.

» During a Community Workshop, looking at the historic house tours in New Castle
County was recommended as another avenue to consider as an example of what could
be done to help raise awareness of the history and historic resources in Kemblesville.
This also could help bring additional clientele to local business (e.g. pizza shop. Winery).
Considerinvestigating and then establishing a periodic historic house tour in/around
Kemblesville village, with a focus on the National Register eligible hist istrictand

local historic district. @

7-1.5. HOW? - Work with local farmers to create a Kemble@vl lage Farmers
Market that provides produce and other goods directlyw) residents.

> Form a group of agricultural and non-agricultural bus@ner, and community
members, from within/near to Franklin Township ss the plausibility of creating
a Farmers Market in the village.

» Study other successful farmers markets in Ch Countyi(elg., West Chester, East
Goshen, Phoenixville) to understand howt ysun the ekdtion.

> Discuss this logistics of starting a far hester County Agricultural
Development Council and request t@ such affa rket to their annual produce

product guide (Chapter 3).

7-1.6. HOW? - Establish w \}hg sig Kembleswlle village, which can
promote village history, ng, and direct and attract visitors.

> Createorimprove@ti signa
destinations (e.g. community i

@elp visitors find local agricultural attractions and

t Said that 1723 Winery can be difficult to locate and
wayfinding signage could help visitors and this agritourism business).

» Include wayfinding signs as ajscope element of a Village Master Plan.

» Wayfinding signage canbe a relatively easystep to increase awareness of the opportunities
and amenities that already exist.

7-2. Historic Resources — Encourage maintenance and continued
integrity of village historic resources and character.

WHY DO THIS?

A focal point of historic significance and clustered historic resources inthe Township is
Kemblesville village, as recognized by a National Register Eligible Historic District and a local
historic district. Retention of these historic resources is intrinsically the foundation of and
critical for retention of village character. Like other types of resources (Chapter 4), historic
resources require maintenance and upkeep, and importantly require continuation of built
features (architecturaland historic) that are part of the core integrity as to why a building is
historic. Continued use and reuse of historic resources is a key element of preserving and
building upon to enhance Kemblesville village and as a community center and gateway
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recreation, heritage interpretation, and agritourism destination within the larger rural
context that is Franklin Township.

7-2.1. HOW? - Develop graphic design guidelines for Kemblesville as a local
historic district.

» Currently, design guidelines arein text form in Township Code, Chapter 11 for the
Kemblesville local historic district.

> It would be helpful to property owners to have graphics (example photos and drawings)
added for illustrative purposes for ease of use of the standards. Such graphics to
complement text are typical in other local historic districts in Chester Countyand in
other places.

» Designguidelines serve educational, discussion, and implementation purposes. They
work to retain and protect village character via ensuring building changes, property
changes, new development, and redevelopment complement and contribute to the
existing historic character and scale of the village.

7-2.2. HOW? - Prepare a National Register Listing nomination for, lesville
Historic District. Currently, there is a National Register Eligi D({s ic District.

> National Register status is a designation from PA Hlstorlcand um Commission,
indicating that a place (structure, building, sites, object, d |ct )is of specific history
and/or architecturalimportant to local, regional, State @or national history.

> National Register eligibility is an element of Natlonal terlisting and the first stepin

the listing process. Listing provides the same lev ection from federal
undertakings (e.g. projects that involve feder ﬂé funds, assistance),
however also provides access to certain ad&l fun xincentives. Listing also
provides for additional researchinto y an ment of the place.

» Consider, with the assistance of the(HA Commlssmn undertaking the

next stepto achieve Natlonal Regist stlng fort emblesville historic district.
;e vil

7-2.3. HOW?- Continue t g aLocal Historic District to preserve
individual historic resou overal toric village character, and consider other
options for historic Q prote n and their adaptive reuse.

» InPA, there are two'enabling I |ons that address regulatory projection of historic
resources —Act 167 (PA L c District Act) and Act 247 (PA Municipalities
Planning Code). Currently, historic resources in Kemblesville that are located within the
local historic district area are addressed for specific review and preservation. This is
key to keeping thevillage intact as a historic setting.

» Continue to consider recommendations of the HARB (e.g. new buildings designand
siting, existing building expansions and alterations) when making determination on
permit applications and proposal within Kemblesville’s local historic district.

» Review current local historic district standards and boundary location periodically to
ensure such are best serving the goal of preserving village character.

» Consider historic resources standards inzoning and SLDO that apply to the village,
and/or to historic resources identified (Chapter 4) within Franklin Township overall, to
provide incentives for adaptive reuse. In the case of Township-wide historic resource
protection, zoning and SLDO standards canalsoaddress other items (e.g. demolition,
identification of resources on plans and proposals, review of building changes,
consideration of historic contextual settings and landscapes).

» Work within the region and Chester County to investigate the creation of funds that
could be used for historic resources rehabilitation, adaptive reuse, heritage
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interpretation, and other like projects. Such localized funding could also be considered
for possible use as alocal match for state and federal funding in order to better
leverage overall funding and for more extensive projects.

7-3. Walkability & Traffic Calming — Support effortsto lower speed limits
and calm trafficon PA 896 for walkability in Kemblesville.

WHY DO THIS? -

Creating walkability in Kemblesville and building on to enhance historic village character go
hand-in-hand. PA 896, while a state road running from Newark, DE past US 1 and into
Lancaster County, travels through many local places, which needs to be takeninto
consideration as these places may be destinations in and of themselves and not
throughways. Traffic calming measures on PA 896 in/near the village is needed to provide a
walkable village experience and for the village to alsobe a central point in a connected trail
and pedestrian network that is linked to other amenities and sites in/near Franklin Township.

7-3.1. HOW: Employ traffic calming techniques within the villag%low traffic in
a manner compatible with a walkable village.

> A Traffic Calming Study can determine if the installation of tr@lming measures can
improve safety for pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists. Exﬁ%le of traffic calming
measures include crosswalks (with signs and/ or Iighting@eed tables, speed humps,
raisedintersections, curbing bump outs, on-street p , gatewaytreatments, and

similar elements.
» Traffic lights and stop signs are methods to co @for th€&yegulation of traffic flow
ooyl
str

that, while not their intended purpose, ca ovi of traffic calming.
» Consider amending ordinances to requir, i alkwfays on properties when
thereis changein ownership, change in use(BL% development is proposed.

7-3.2. HOW: Address parkinqj‘ r motegeﬂvisitation to the village and its businesses.

» Evaluate parking standa inanc vide more flexibility to better address
existing issues by incor %g best management practices (e.g. pooled parking
between uses wit ehi hours,@ off-site parking between uses, on-street
parking allotment te{meet a portiomof required spaces, reduction of spaces related to

village walkability, public r@ ts).
» Considerundertaking a p% studyfor thevillage. Such a study is an eligible project

under Chester County VPP planning grant program, while implementation (construction)
funding is available through Chester County DCD and possibly other sources.

7-3.3. HOW: Identify and implement improvements to provide facilities for
walking and biking at priority locations, and consider how to have a pedestrian
walkway network within the village.

» Considera Village Master Plan (alsosee 7.1) whereby feasibility and implementation of
pedestrian walkways and connections, signage, cycling improvements in/near
Kemblesville could be studied in a planning process.

> Signhage within the village should be evaluated for clarity and improvements made at
key intersections as necessary and coordinated with other directional signage.

» Continue to work with Chester County and adjacent municipalities to bring the Mason-
Dixon Trail to Kemblesville to link to regional bicycle routes, other trail connections,
and the pedestrian network. A regional Mason-Dixon/Arc Corner Heritage
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Interpretation and Connectivity Plan in partnership with neighboring communities
(New Garden Township, London Britain Township, Elk Township) is the opportunity to
vet this concept and strategies for its implementation in a planning process.

» Coordinate with CCPC and PennDOT to assist on these connections and improvements.

» Coordinate with PennDOT to facilitate bicycle improvements in conjunction with road
maintenance or improvements on state roads. Inaddition to bike lanes, Advisory
Shoulders and Yield Roadways are two other alternatives. Likewise, consider how
Township roads in/near the village can facilitate bicycle travel.

7-4. Land Use - Consider zoning changes that would allow for additional
types of land use options for Kemblesville asa viable village and
Township community center. Consider areas near Kemblesville as
primary areas for any planned growth in the Township.

WHY DO THIS?

Kemblesville has potential to serve as Franklin’s community center (and d s&a,tion
gateway linking a network of agricultural agritourismsites, preserves/pdT! enspaces,
and historic places — Chapter 7). With small scale commercial usesaad¥nixed residential-
commercial uses built in a manner compatible with village scale, & ecture, and setting,
Kemblesville can provide for commercial services and retail as\well a$ housing. Having
mixed uses in Kemblesville (e.g. ground floor commercial ar@ nd floor housing) also
provides a close in population base for possible commer s. Additionally, institutional

types of land uses (e.g. Early Learning Centerand To uilding) round out a village
area setting. Walkability (Chapters 5 and 7) within oun mblesville provides
another form of connection between land uses orks jrreo t with close-in higher

density, and a variety of land uses in a villag ing. Q

7-4.1. HOW? - Examine how to chang}le V VillagesDistrict to promote

compatible scales village-oriept sesa daptive reuse of historic resources.
4
r

» Consider separate and distj \\Oning dp&( or Kemblesville and Chesterville villages.
At present, both villages% the same VVillage District. As this Plan recommends
Kemblesvilleasar ﬁ&\ and ag rism destination and community center of the
Township, the villagwill have,@ nt roles going forward and consideration should
be given creating separate villa istricts for each to implement the vision of each

» The existing V District ca n%l base for the separate village districts, andV1and V2
District created.

» A defining characteristic of Kemblesville are the historic structures that constitute the
heart of thevillage. Adaptive reuse can ensure long-term viability by allowing for new
and additional uses for these resources toremain active and vibrant.

» Considerincentivizing adaptive reuse through zoning. Incentives could include
enhanced uses and flexibility with lot and bulk standards.

» Consider the historic character and desired scale of eachvillage to determine lot and
bulk requirements for V1 and V2 Districts.

» Asthe villages are the location of more dense areas and with a greater mixing of uses,
consider additional uses that should also be allowed within eachand thatare
compatible with the historic characteranddesired scale of the village areas.

» Consider permitting small scale commercial uses of under 2,500 sq.ft. gross leasable
floor space by-right. Examples of uses for consideration could include medical offices
and veterinary services.
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7-4.2. HOW? - Examine V Village District boundaries in Kemblesville and
determine whether boundaries should include all of the National Register Eligible
Historic District, Act 167 Local Historic District, and other possible areas.

>

Act 167 allows for the Township to establish and protect the historical and architectural
character of defined districts through the regulation of new building, reconstruction,
alteration, restoration, demolition, or razing of structures within historic districts that
have been certified by the State (Chapter 7).

Local historic district regulatory boundaries in zoning are smaller than the National
Register Eligible Historic District bounds. To keep village character harmonized
throughout the village area consider ordinance provisions for new constructionto
complement existing village character streetscape, and to comply with architectural
and streetscape standards.

Boundaries of the new Village zoning District in Kemblesville (see above action) could
be expanded to encompass all eligible areas to ensure the historic core retains its rural
village character.

7-4.3. HOW? - Continue to have commercial and industrial zonln ered
around Kemblesville Village, which helpsto provide a base to use
business and other amenities in the Village.

>

Consider adding a Village buffer zoning overlay for uses in he buffer areatoserveasa
transition between the Village and nonresidential uses |cts This could createa
transition area from the village center to the adjoini eas to further maintainthe
village character and create a transitional buffer etween historic village character

and outlying open rural areas.
Transitional areas should provide for smaII{ 9% d industrial uses that
ial

are essential for a vibrant and robust :on@ are not as compatible with

the village areas.

These buffer areas should mclude eI nts such a propriate setbacks and
screening, consideration for GK ns g g‘han 2,000square feet, as well as allow
for appropriate uses. 6

Additional elements (e strlan accesSs at ascale appropriate tothese areas)

should be consider Q tan s
7-4.4. HOW? - Determihe if hi en5|ty housing opportunities exist within and
near Kemblesville Village, b provide for future population growth ina
growth managed manner a o provide a readily available and nearby
population base for village businesses and other amenities.

>

As the Township is rural, opportunities for a variety of housing types including higher-
density housing to meet state mandated fair share requirements are appropriate and
more compatible in terms of character withinand near the villages.

Conversion of a single residence (e.g. residential conversion or adaptive reuse)into
multiple units can provide for additional housing opportunities and support historic
resource protection goals simultaneously.

Standards for construction of new housing units should be evaluatedto ensure any
new constructionis consistent with historical development patterns of the village.
Further consideration could also be given to allowing for more of the ‘missing middle”
typologies suchas: second floor apartments (live-work), triplexes, and quadplexes as
well as possible tiny homes in village areas. Standards for these housing types canbe
adopted to ensure they do not detract from the overall village aesthetic.
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Relationship to Township Vision

Enhancing Kemblesville as a mixed-used village that is an agritourism and recreation
destination builds onto historic village characterand its role as a local community center.
This helps to address vitality for the village and its historic resources, commercial uses, and
publicly accessible agriculture. It also provides sense of place as a center for community
activityand gathering, as well as celebrates heritage and looks to provide local economic
opportunities including an enhanced tax base, which in turn can assist in other key policy
priorities such as resources protection and preservation.

LEARN MORE...

Chester County Town Tours and Village Walks
https://chescoplanning.org/HisResources/TownTours.cfm

Chester County Technical Assistance
https://chescoplanning.org/HisResources/TechnicalAssistance.cfm ss\\,

Chester County Agricultural Development Council
https://chescofarming.org/

Brandywine Battlefield Regional Heritage Interpretationand |ty Plan
https://www.brandywine. org/conservancy/brandywme bat herltage-lnterpretatlon plan

Plum Run Master Plan

https://eastbradford.org/wpfb-file/plum-run- master— — draft-051319-pdf/
Brandywine Battlefield Preservation Plan — Inteﬁuon Ed(cation, Tourism
https://www.chesco. org/DocumentCenter/Vl 527@ retatlon?bldld=
CCPC Adaptive Reuse E-tool Q
https://www.chescoplanning.org/Muni r eTo S daptiveReuse.cfm

CCPCHistoricand Cultural Resousc erva%annmg E-tool
https://www.chescoplanning.o mCor,\ 0I /35-HistoricPlanning.cfm

CCPC Historic Resource Prot
https://www.chescop

Chester County Historic Resource apping
https://chescoplanning.org/H rces/Atlas.cfm
Chester County Historic Preserv)ion Network
http://www.cchpn.org/

StandardsE ool
rg/MuniCosner/eTools/36-HistoricStandards.cfm

Pennsylvania Historic & Archaeological Resource Exchange
https://share.phmc.pa.gov/pashare/landing

AmericanRescue Plan Program — Heritage Interpretationand Tourism
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEDA/bulletins/2e95a3b
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https://chescofarming.org/
https://eastbradford.org/wpfb-file/plum-run-master-plan-final-draft-051319-pdf/
https://www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/15527/ch5_interpretation?bidId
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/02-AdaptiveReuse.cfm
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/35-HistoricPlanning.cfm
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/36-HistoricStandards.cfm
https://chescoplanning.org/HisResources/Atlas.cfm
http://www.cchpn.org/
https://share.phmc.pa.gov/pashare/landing
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https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEDA/bulletins/2e95a3b

PRIORITY SUBJECT

Chapter8
Future Land Use

GOAL-
Whattheaim is...

Based on a robust community input process (see Chapter 1), future land use is a priority
subject for Township planning and this is the goal:

Balance preservation and growth and the ability of the land to accommodate and sustain
uses and population, in concert with resources and agricultural protectionand community
facilities planning tofoster continuance of Franklin’s rural identity.

"\\
BACKGROUND-
Why this is a Priority Area & Whatit is.. Q‘K

Why? - Community Input Q?\'
Community survey findings show that the area becomin eveloped (47%, 242
respondents)is a primaryreason to leave Franklin and(c es to local character (26%, 132
respondents)is another reasonrespondents woul the nship. At 43% of response
(221 respondents), management of growth/de ent j @the top items respondents
saythe Township should focus on. Around 2 resp n 01 respondents) indicate the
commercial/shopping opportunities in/dear bleswvi Iso a topic for focus. Survey
respondents indicate a preference in locating commerdiapuses (shops and offices) along major
roads (38%, 176 respondents)and i ar Ke sville’(23%, 107 respondents), using a
pattern of smaller (possible mlxx Iﬂesidential) buildings facing roads and
with parking generallyto the 4%, 26 pondents ); this development patternis in line
with rural character an village,type development scale, uses, and patterns. In
terms of locations forQn mdus&les along major roads (23%, 107 respondents) and
expanding current industhial dist ning (20%, 94 respondents) are survey respondents

preferences. Anumber of resp %1 s don’t want any new commercial (30%, 141
respondents) or industrial uses{51%, 237 respondents) within Franklin Township.

If additional housing is built, respondents feel that various housing development patterns (41%,
188 respondents) are appropriate dependent on the location and characteristics of the site,
with many respondents wanting larger individual residentiallots, followed by development
with smaller lots and large amounts of preserved open space as part of the land development.

Survey respondents indicate preference for future policy relatedto land uses. Top
preferences in relation to land uses (and not otherwise covered by responses already
discussedin this section) are to promote (49%, 224 respondents) and maintain (43%, 195
respondents) agricultural uses, maintain housing that is affordable for middle class/income
working Township residents (45%, 207 respondents), promote housing that allows current
residents to agein place (33%, 150 respondents), limit housing types other than single
family on larger lots, and maintain home occupations (42%, 192 respondents), child and
adult day care (53%, 245 respondents), and office uses (51%, 226 respondents).

Chapter 8-1 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan PRIORITY SUBJECT—Future Land Use

Respondents indicate a preference to maintain (39%, 182 respondents) or limit (35%, 162
respondents and 40%, 184 respondents, respectively) retirement communities and assisted
living facilities. As well, promoting smaller scale commercial uses (e.g. coffee shops) overall
(56%, 260 respondents) and limiting (68%, 317 respondents) large scale regional
commercial uses (e.g. shopping centers)is preferred. Continuing existing neighborhood
uses/characteris anoverarching top land use priority (59%, 269 respondents). Promoting
eco-tourism, agritourism, or historic site-tourism (42%, 194 respondents),
parks/recreation/trail network (71%, 332 respondents), and nature preserves/openspace
(77%, 356 respondents) are preferred land uses.

Input reinforces a focus should be to attract and retain small businesses, along with the
idea that large retail or strip malls would detract from Franklin Township’s rural character
and sense of place. Input alsoreinforced that there are good agricultural soils in the
Township and to consider options to promote continued agriculturalthrough a variety of
agricultural types (e.g. vineyards, mushroom growing), part-time farming (e.g. residential
hobby farms, micro-farm at Charter School), and secondary agriculturalb sses (e.g.
agritourism, winemaking). Input acknowledges that agriculturaluses are ays bucolic
but are still viable agricultural businesses to permit. K

Overall, community input indicates that any additional growthan elopment should be
directed to already developed parts of the Township. Respo ts indicate that some
additional businesses would be welcome in Kemblesville 22 g main roadways,

meaning where infrastructure and existing developn& ready in place.

What? - Context @ (1/
Chester County —Chester’s County Compre Pla %apes& is guided by the

Landscapes Map that depicts growth and ru so ection areas. The Landscapes
Map designates twolandscape types in lin To nship — areas of Suburban Landscape
(along part of PA 896 and in the no stern of the Township) with the rest of
Franklin Township as RuralLan X a‘be may be appropriate for multiple
land uses, with the mix and i va rym reﬂect the character of the specific
landscape. Descriptions wo C y designated landscapes are as follows:

Suburban Lan pes are pr antly residential communities with locally-oriented
commercialuses and community,facilibj heyare areasto direct future growth and as a natural
extension of existingdevelopmen rban Landscapes accommodate growth ata medium density

that retains afocus on residential a€ighborhoods, with enhancements in housing types and
affordability. Neighborhoodsare interconnected by roads, sidewalks, and paths with convenient
accessto parks and community facilities.

Rural Landscapes consist of openand wooded lands, with scattered villages, farms, and
residential uses. They are areas with verylimited future development, preserving significant areas of
open space, agriculturallands, and critical natural and cultural resources. Transportation
infrastructure and amenities are context sensitive to the rural character and accommodate both
residential and agricultural needs.

The Landscapes Map alsoidentifies significant historic and natural resources as landscapes
overlays. Franklin contains an extensive area of Significant Natural Landscape. Kemblesville

village is identified as a Significant Historic Landscape.

Region - Franklin borders on Elk, New London, London Grove, and New Garden Townships in
Chester County and Cecil County, MD. Their land use patterns are as follows:
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» Elk Township’sadjacent future land use complements Franklin’s existing land use. Their
shared border is the location of parkland. Recently, almost 1,000 acres in Elk was preserved
as open space, which further buffers Franklin’s westernborder that is preserved lands.

Elk’s 2012 Oxford Region Comprehensive Plan depicts Agricultural future land use
designationalong the entirety of Elk’s border with Franklin. Franklin is consistent in its
treatment of future land use considerations along the Township's border with Elk.

Elk’s zoning of R-2, Agricultural Residential District along the border is designedto
support the agriculturalindustryand provide for site specific residential development.
Franklin’s existing zoning of AR, Agricultural Residential along the border is the lowest
intensity designationand is consistent withthatin Elk as it encourages agriculture,
preserving naturalfeatures, and new development at a scale compatible with rural
community character.

» New London Township’s adjacent future land use compliments Franklinés existing land
use. Near to Franklin’s single-family residential areas, New London’s and use
designationis for residential with potential alsofor agricultural or pace
preservation. Bothtownships have homeowner association en space along
their shared border, serving to maintainand protect over 150 s of naturalresources.

New London’s 2012 Comprehensive Plan depicts Resid ture land use along the
shared border. As well, areas between Walnut Glen esterville Roads are
identified as “candidates” for agriculturaland ope preservation. Franklin is
consistent in its treatment of future land use c ranottlong the Township's

border with New London.

Except for one commercially zoned pr n PA London’s zoning of R-1,
Low Density Residential, along the @ desi support the agricultural
industry and provide for site specific dentialde opment Franklin’s zoning of AR,
Agricultural Residential alon b rder i | |stent with thatin New London as it
encourages agriculture g nat ures, and new development ata scale
compatible with rural co@uty charact

> London GroveTo hip’s adja ure land use generally compliments Franklin’s
existing land use. Lo on G argest future land use designationis low density

residential. In Franklin, m § e adjacent land is in active agriculture. Over 100 acres
of land has been protected4firough easements and Township open space along the
shared border.

London Grove’s 2011 Comprehensive Plan shows Residential-Low Density future land
use along nearly the entirety of the shared border, with two parcels designated Parks,
Open Space & Greenways along creeks. Franklin is consistent in its treatment of future
land use considerations along the Township's border with New London.

London Grove’s zoning of RR, Rural Residential District along the border is designed to
promote open space development. Franklin’s zoning of AR, Agricultural Residential
along the border is consistent with that in London Grove as it encourages agriculture,
preserving naturalfeatures, and new development at a scale compatible with rural
community character.

> New Garden Township’sadjacent future land use compliments Franklin’s existing land use.
The area is predominately rural residential. Small neighborhoods are separated by farm fields
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or naturalresources. Both municipalities wish to preserve the rural character of this area.

New Garden’s 2018 Comprehensive Plan shows Resource Protection future land use
along nearly the entirety of the shared border. Franklin is consistent in its treatment of
future land use considerations along the Township's border with New London.

New Garden’s zoning of R-1, Low Density Residential District along the border is
designedto provide for residential development at a density that maintains a rural,
open character and open space preservation. Franklin’s zoning of AR, Agricultural
Residentialalong the border is consistent with thatin New Gardenas it encourages
agriculture, preserving natural features, and new development at a scale compatible
with rural community character.

» London Britain Township’s adjacent future land use compliments Franklin’s existing land
use. Land along the PA 896 corridor from Kemblesville to nearing Sicklerville is designated
asvillage, light industrial, or commercial. To preserve rural characteristicsthat are so
synonymous with the region, both municipalities strive to preserve landin this area.

London Britain's 2019 Comprehensive Plan depicts a variety of futur use
designations along the shared border ranging from Resource Cg ﬂ ionand
Agricultural Preservation to site Responsive Development ag . Franklin is
consistent in its treatment of future land use considerations alohg the Township's
border with London Britain. 0&

London Britain’s zoning along the border is mainly R esidential/Agricultural District,
with a smallarea of C-2, Commercial District off east of Kemblesville. Franklin
has a range of zoning districts along the borde , Specidl Use, and LI, Light Industrial,
districts abut London Britain’s C-2, which prbvides ge ‘I:t&istencyin being of a
commercial nature, though more intens @ arie%‘| in Franklin. AR, Agricultural
Residential, LDR, Low Density Residential,and H Density Residential, in
Franklin abut London Britain’s R/A ane#except for , Which provides for avariety of
housing types at higher densit'eﬁban perpri eq‘elsewhere in Franklin, are generally
consistent in promoting agri re, natur ources, and new development at a scale
compatible with rural co ity cha ra’cﬁt.

> Cecil County’s aer;t futurel @compliments Franklin’s existing land use. Land
along the Pennsylvania and M nd border is a county planning rural conservation
area and state designated§ | Rural LegacyArea, a portion of which is permanently

protected as one of the largest contiguous area of protected land on the east coast of
the United States, Fair Hill NRMA.

Cecil County's 2010 Comprehensive Plan depicts land use along the shared border with
Franklin as predominantly forest and limited rural residential. The Future Land Use Plan
for parcels in northern Cecil County along the border are designated as Rural
Conservation. Franklin is consistent in its treatment of future land use considerations
along the Township border with Cecil County.

Cecil County zoning along the border is dominated by their Open Space District, witha
smallarea of Rural Residential zoning off Appleton Road. Franklin’s zoning of AR,
Agricultural Residential along the border is the lowest intensity designationand is
consistent with that in Cecil County as it encourages agriculture, preserving natural
features, and new development at a scale compatible with rural community character.
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What? - Existing Conditions

Franklin Township’s rural character is visibly defined by large open spaces and preserves,
agriculturallands and wineries, low density residences on larger lots, wooded stream
valleys and floodplains, and dotted with historic buildings: the latter which can go
unnoticed on a daily basis blending into and as such an unseen yet integral element of
Franklin Township’s character.

Under PA law, Act 247, The Municipalities Planning Code (MPC), in zoning each municipality
is required to allow for a variety of land uses, including all types of housing. There are a
variety of land uses in Franklin Township as below summarized. Overall, future land use
policy is to focus redevelopment and new development in already developed areas of the
Township and as infrastructure is already in place in these locations. Thereis a desire to
keep agriculture as a primary industry and industrialland use in Franklin Township.

Zoning Overview—The Township’s Zoning Ordinance provides for permittedland uses and
associatedregulations and requirements for their development. The vast %ty of
Franklin Township is encompassed within the two lowest density zoning

Agricultural Residentialand Low Density Residential (AR and LDR), wh er zoning
districts generallyare in two clusters surrounding PA 896 and PA 8 aIIow for
commercial, light industrial, and higher density residential. In Kemblgs |IIe, there arealso
Village and Traditional Neighborhood Development districts TND), as well as a Local
Historic District, for the purpose toreflect, preserve, and nce traditionalvillage
character and development patterns.

Existing Land Use - Current land use in Franklin s dominated by agriculture and
preserved open spaces with single-family detachedresidential i
and institutional uses are concentrated i ville. Two-fa m|Iy residential,

% ound K@
multi-family residential, mobile home p@nd mi% mercial/residential uses are

dispersedin the northern part of theLownship generallf north of PA 896.
*

land use ordinances (e.g. zo ay need to be reviewed as well as when considering
future land use recom jons and

Existing land use is looked a@\;\'stand gland use patterns and whether possible

land use by Chester County Planfing Commission (CCPC) with input from the Township and
Comprehensive Plan Task Force.For planning purposes, existing land uses are grouped into
categories (below and on the Existing Land Use Map) and intentionally broadly defined to
capture a general snapshot of land use types. Specific uses listed under each category
below provide both current uses in Franklin Township as well as examples of uses that
could fall into the category. Note that acreages below are estimates perland use and do
not include public roads.

Existing land use information is bas n Chester County Assessment data, adjusted for

» Single Family Detached Residential: Single family houses on individual lots is the
primary form of housing and are dispersed throughout the Township with the largest
concentrations in the vicinity of PA 896 and PA 841 intersectionand near New Garden
Township’s border. 3,251 acres.

» Multi-family Residential: Housing structures with three or more dwelling units (e.g.
apartments, quadraplexes, triplexes, and townhouses (single-family attached houses).
(Condominiums are a form of ownership and not a housing type.) 14 acres.

» Mobile Homes: Individual mobile home units on their own lots. 88 acres.
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» Commercial: Retail stores, professional offices including doctor’s offices, personal
services, banks, restaurants, gasstations, business parks, public garages, auto dealers,
and other similar establishments that cater tothe general public. 100 acres.

> Institutional: Schools, places of worship, municipal buildings and uses (not including
parks or preserves), hospitals and urgent care clinics, emergency services, and other
like public and private uses. 56 acres.

> Agriculture: Agricultural activities in active (dairy farm) or passive (fallow fields) use as
well as outdoor (crops) and indoor (mushroom production) use. While a form of
industrial use, agriculture is put into its own category due to its distinct land use
patterns and needs. 2,612 acres.

» Park/Recreation: Landin active and passive recreational uses, including Township
parks and private recreationallands. 128 acres.

» Nonresidential Development OpenSpace: Township preserves, private preserves with
and without public access, and other lands in permanently protected open space not
otherwise accounted for in aland use category. 1,374 acres.

> Residential Development OpenSpace: Homeowner’s association (H nd thatis
preservedas open space as part of residentialland development. 31 ey’.

> Undeveloped:Vacant lands. 66 acres.

» Utilities/Private Roads: Utility rights-of-way and utility fauht@‘&e
roads owned/maintained by individuals often as part of sub
development process. 113 acres.

Il as provide
orland

RECOMMENDATIONS &ACTIOI@
How to implement...
p o) q,

8-1. Development and Redeve ent-bi developmentto
appropriate areas of the Towfhship foeusing'on redevelopment of existing
sites. Protect open space ralr, %cés, and agricultural lands for

resource and growth gemen tablish a balance between land
uses, agriculture ainin try,the transportation network, and
the ability of natu system upport development.

WHY DO THIS?

Franklin Township’s rural char r has been shaped by the combination abundant natural
resources, including prime agricultural soils, and the built environment, including historic
buildings and newer construction and main roads of PA 896 and to a lesser extent PA 841
along which some development has spouted. Kemblesville provides a continuous intact
historicvillage thatis an asset for Franklin Township as an inherent focused location where
development occurred historically and can continue to be focused in the future. The MPC
requires a variety of uses be allowed in all municipalities. By planning for focused types of
compact and higher density as well as more intense uses in appropriate areas inthe
Township, remaining areas of the Township can be focused for less intensive open uses
including agricultural uses that best function within proximity of other support uses and
when not in conflict with residential, commercial, and other uses/needs/traffic/road types
and the like. Focused development into the future provides a continuation of the rural
patternthat has been in place since Franklin Township’s founding with closerin development
largely focused along main roads and infaround Kemblesville and the remainder of the
Township as lower density open land uses. There are very few vacant parcels in Franklin
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Township and development focus will need to be in the form of redevelopment of existing
sites and adaptive reuse of buildings, particularly historic resources.

8-1.1. HOW? - Direct growth to already developed areas. Focus any new
developmentin specificareas and at a scale compatible with Township rural
character. Direct development away from rural areas, environmentally sensitive
and constrained lands, and agricultural portions of the Township. Direct growth
in/around Kemblesville, and that transitions to less developed as it radiates
further out into the Township.

» Direct future growth of higher densities toward Kemblesville village, which would allow
the remainder of the Township to maintainthe rural character residents desire. This
will also discourage suburban type growth and development in those areas that are
designatedfor preservation or not intended for higher density uses.

> Future land use (depicted on the Future Land Use Map) provides a future overview of
the Township, including the following broad categories:

RuralResource Area intended for agricultural uses and farmland pres%on; prime
agriculturalsoils protection; hobby farms; equestrianactivities; op, ce
preservation; on-lot water supply and sewer systems retenti {maintenance, and
narrow scenicrural road network retention. @

Low intensity Use Area intended for limited low densit ’deevelopment and
subdivision (averaging no more than 2 acres/dwellin %ue to limited
infrastructure; preserved open space; existing sin %ily detached dwelling
retention; on-lot and possible community wate y and.sewer systems retention
and maintenance; and narrow scenic ruraI r

Moderate Intensity Use Areaintended stmg mily detached, two-family,
and multi-family dwelling retentionfmo ing no more than 1 acre/
dwelling unit) and more intensive d pment oppoftunities than the Low Intensity

Use Area; open space designdetel pmen ith natural resource conservationareas;
on-lot and community wate y an s stems retention and maintenance;
proximity to Kemblesuvill ﬂ]} ge and Che rV|IIe hamlet; and a transition between

blesvjtle Village.

rea inten@s a more compact and walkable neighborhood
with more density (avera 23ctes or more/dwelling unit depending on available
infrastructure; historic vilz\%neighborhood retention and compatible expansion;
historic resources preservation and adaptive reuse; mixed-use retention and
compatible expansion; and municipal services center retention and expansion.

lower intensity are

Kemblesville Villag

Natural Resource Protection Area intended as an overlay atop other future land use
categories inorder to protect important natural features in all areas of the Township,
including composite natural features retention (stream corridors, woodlands, steep
slopes, wetlands), resources as “greeninfrastructure” (Chapter 4); and habitat and
biological diversity, scenic resources retention, and water resources management.

8-1.2. HOW? - Focus small scale business uses and mixed-commercial/residential
uses in and around Kemblesville, with a preference for local commercial, and not
chain, uses.

> Useand their scale, including lots sizes and dimensional standards should be
compatible with village scale. This includes higher densities, smaller lots, shallow
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setbacks, and mixed use buildings. This alsoincludes not allowing drive-through uses
and other more contemporary designtypes (e.g. strip malls, big box stores).

» Considertraditional neighborhood development regulations within the V District or as
an overlay, which provides village compatible design.

» Review design standards withinthe Local Historic District to ensure they reflect the
historic character of the village that further discourages “corporate” architecture.

8-1.3. HOW? - Focus industrial and other commercial uses further out from
Kemblesville along PA 896.

» Examine current SU district land uses and lot sizes and the nature of the district itself,
based on the Fair Share Analysis (2019) and this Comprehensive Plan policy. Consider
whether the SU District in its current form and location is still appropriate or whether
uses within the District canbe mergedinto other existing districts and the SU no longer
be a separate district, another new district within these types of uses formed, and/or
the SU District expanded or shrunk in size.

» The Special Use (SU) zoning district is designed to accommodate ava r‘@ uses of an
intensive nature. Such uses can be in this district or other districts. /-% ific SU District
is not required, only types are uses contained within the districtiniorder to meet the
MPC requirement to permit all types of uses.

» Any area considered for rezoning to SU should take into cansidé¥ation context with the
surrounding community and access to primary transport@tiowcorridors such as PA 896.

» Asan alternateto an expansion of the SU, considerati Qﬁld be given to investigating
the feasibility of SU uses being permitted in otf;@ i€ts. For example, use currently

ehdistr

permittedin SU could instead be permitted in

igts (e.g. C, LI, etc), and
dissolving the SU district. @ (L
q{

8-1.4. HOW? - Consider low density iQn a areas to promote
hobby farms.

» Hobby farms provide a way @ain la urgill tracts of land in a combination of
residential use as the prim ahd use -related uses as the secondaryland use.

» Review zoning standard sure residential uses on larger rural lots allow for part-time

farming uses. %
» Considerif zoning%ld incIud@ farms as a type of land use and types of regulations
that would promote this use

8-1.5. HOW?- In rural area;quire that any land development preserves large
amounts of open space and agricultural lands through zoning and SLDO measures.

» Consideramending SLDO standards for open space and recreation requirements to also
allow for active agricultural lands to be counted.

> Review Open Space Conservation Conventional Development SLDO standards to better
incentivize preservation of larger, continuous areas of open space and/or agricultural lands.
Incentives could include slightly increased densities and greater flexibility to design new
constructionin context with the identified areas for preservation. (Also see Chapter 3 for
how to promote agricultural retention)

8-1.6. HOW? - Ensure SLDO provisions use site responsiveness and capacity of the
land for the proposal as the baseline for all development.

» Section 22-613 of the SLDO provides for site responsive development.
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» Reviewthese regulations to ensure they take into account the capacity of the land for
development.

8-1.7. HOW? - Determine if there are ways through ordinances, or other strategies,
to reduce conflicts between agricultural uses and residential developments.

» Provide and promote information on the Township website and social media geared toward
emphasizing what rural community living is/is not and what agriculture is/is not to help raise
awareness of prospective residents as towhat it means tolive in an agriculturallyand rurally
based community.

» Coordinate with the Chester County Agricultural Development Council to hold periodic
public educational events on the agriculturalindustry and to discuss possible solutions to
conflicts that may arise between agricultural uses adjoining non-agricultural ones.

8-1.8. HOW? - Review zoning to reduce non-conformities, as possible, inorderto
lessen the need for possible unnecessary variance applications.

» Significant numbers of non-conformities between what is built and zos?&&egulations may
suggest a disconnect or issues with existing zoning that are best h through a text

amendment to address them holistically.
» Considerdiscussing procedures to better address and reduce inimis minor non-
conformities with the Zoning Hearing Board.

8-1.9. HOW? - Review land usesin zoningto ensure @C requirements are addressed.

» The Planning Commission would take the lead IarI ewewmg the zoning ordinance
to ensure consistency with the MPC.

» Recommendations from the Planning Co n sho rought before the Board of
Supervisors to determine if further i tion |s ed to potentially update zoning.

» Consider retaining a planning profe Iwork PIannmg Commissionin the

development of any proposed a@n ments.
*

4
8-1.10. HOW? - Review pr aspet&oning and SLDO to ensure they are current.

» The Planning Com Q uld takesthe lead on the review of procedural components of
zoning and SLDO ances
> Continue to allow th Towns licitor review and approve any procedural amendments

to ensurethey are con5|st!3 the MPC and other applicable state and federallaws.

8-2. Revitalization — Support revitalization of existing buildings on
already developed sites.

WHY DO THIS?

Areas of Franklin Township, particularly along major road corridors (e.g. PA 896) contain
existing development that have access toinfrastructure and proximity of other
development. Reusing through redevelopment, and enhancing as needed, existing
developed areas, takes advantage of already existing infrastructure, buildings, and sites in
place, lessens development pressure on less dense, open areas, and natural resources in
the Township, and reduces the necessity of constructing additional infrastructure (e.g.
roads, sewer, water facilities). It also supports energy conservation goals in using the
already embodied energy and materials that went into constructing sites and buildings, In
addition, it supports continuations of Township character defining historic buildings into
new viable uses through their adaptive reuse.
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8-2.1. HOW?- Create incentivesin zoning and SLDO for redevelopment of existing sites
rather than that encourage development of open lands and green fields.

» Toencourage greater redevelopment of existing properties, consider providing
incentives. Incentives can range from density bonuses for residential units to more
dynamic lot and bulk standards that may allow for modifications such as slight
increases in height or shallower setbacks.

» Consider hosting a design charette with property owners, business owners, and
residents to determine what types of incentives would be most impactful to promote
redevelopment while respecting the existing built environment.

» Work to ensure additions onto existing buildings are compatible to facilitate buildings
continued use.

» Having robust and flexible standards to promote adaptive reuse canserveto ensure
existing structures continue to evolve and are fully utilized.

8-2.2. HOW? - Coordinate with the business community on developing a working
group to focus on site redevelopment and buildingreuse, as an aItQ@ve to tear
downs and open land development.

> Establishanadministrative policy in Franklin Township of revj &on and reuse of
existing buildings as the starting point for development discus

» Consider requiring as part of all land development appIica&\'s, a full description of
buildings proposed for demolition and the stated reaso@r why it is not feasible for
them to be reused.

» Coordinate with the business community to det@ appropriate incentives to

promote adaptive reuse (L
8-3. Existing Businesses — Cons;@ § Q(Blsses, both in-home

and in-commercial buildings, arid hpw thdy e supported.

WHY DO THIS? -

Businesses, including commerC| ri s“generate taxrevenue and provide jobs
within the Township. Busme venuesmludmg agricultural operations, yield greater
net tax funds as compar entl es as businesses do not use as many local
services (e.g. schools, ce) T o create a community that is more well-rounded
in having jobs, retail, an erson vices within proximity to residents as comparedto a

place thatis a “bedroom” co made of primarily only residences. Business uses
occur in more traditional com%aal and industrial building settings, andalsoas home-
based businesses, the latter of which may grow in use due to lifestyle changes and greater
options for employment brought about with the Covid-19 pandemic.

8-3.1. HOW: Review zoning as to how it permits home occupations, which may
become particularly relevant as home occupations may become more prevalent
and “here to stay” post pandemic.

» The MPC mandates “no impact home-based businesses” (that zoning ordinances also
termas “home occupations”) be permitted by-right in all residentially zoned districts. In
addition to allowing for these uses, the Township has additional standards toaddress
larger, home-based businesses.

» Zoning should be made to provide greater capacity for permitting home occupations,
though types of home occupations will still need to be weighed within consideration for
location, scale, and density of housing.
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» Evaluateregulations for larger, home-based businesses to determine if they still are
appropriate to encourage local entrepreneurial innovation and allow for residents to
reasonably utilize their residence to make their living. Areas to consider for amending
include limitations on total number of clients/customers visiting the residence and on
the total number of deliveries allowed per day associated withthe business.

8-3.2. HOW: Review zoning as it relates to signage, expansions, accessory secondary
uses, and permit process, taking into account that business and economic viability is
important to facilitate the needed funding and vitality for implementation of other
Township and Comp Plan recommendations.

> Accessorysecondaryuses (e.g. golf course also doing weddings or other events) can
create supplemental business opportunities.

» Coordinate wayfinding and other signage to maximize directional and ease of locating
businesses, while taking into account rural character of the Township, contextual
setting, andsign clutter.

8-4. Housing— Plan for housing needs while protecting Tq&&hip
traditional rural, historic, natural, and scenic quaIiti%ﬁ

WHY DO THIS? -
In addition to being a requirement of the MPC, allowing for ’&"ety of housing types helps
meet different dwelling needs of various Township reside e.g. families, single people.
The vast majority of housing in Franklin Township is singl ily detached dwellings on
largerlots, which is in line with a rural community. r, there are apartments and
townhomes. There is also opportunity for access ellin %which provides a

. for el@en) cav€ housing).

secondarysmaller residential use on a property{e.
8-4.1. HOW: Provide for housing va@ to theétgrequired by state law.
» The MPC mandates municipaliti¢s provide avariety of housing options, such options

provide housing opportunit%@ ersans fying incomes and household types.
> Zoning does provide for 3@ e hous&pes as required by state law.
» There appearstobe

withinthe current HDR zoning district to meet
caselaw requirem@f providi
> Explore additional oralternati

ir share of multi-family uses.
s toallow for multi-family housing, and in already
developed areas of the To
» Consideration for allowing

ip, especially in/near Kemblesville.
itional, limited areas for multi-family housing in the

vicinity of Kemblesville at a density that respects the established scale of the village

could be considered.

» Consider adding owner-occupied triplexes as a multi-family housing option in zoning.

8-4.2. HOW: Focus additional housing through mixed-use in/near Kemblesville.

> Kemblesville is the village center of the Township and, while smallin size, contains a
variety of uses.

> Providing for mixed-use can promote the establishment of residential units as a
complementary part of commercial uses and/or structures. Such residential uses could
be as part of a planned development or as a single unit(s) on the second floor of an
existing commercial building.

» Allowing for additional housing through mixed-use standards canalsofurther historic
preservation efforts through appropriate adaptive reuse.
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8-4.3. HOW: Consider focusing any other additional multi-family housing near the
current apartment use (Wagner Apartment/Heritage Village).

» Asthe MPC requires municipalities provide housing of all types for all persons,
providing multi-family housing types is required.

» There is one multi-family complex locatedin the Township, consider providing
opportunity for additional multi-family units in its vicinity. Before any zoning changes
are considered, an analysis should be undertaken to ensure any additional
development canbe supported by a community on-lot sewer system as public sewer is
unavailable in its vicinity.

8-4.4. HOW: Examine accessory dwelling unit (ADU) zoning regulations to ensure they
provide for added variety of housing for aging in place and a rural housing alternative.

> ADUs areregulated as additional dwelling units in zoning and permittedto be located
throughout the Township.
» Considera maximum square footage for an ADU to ensure the ADU re%in's accessory

to the principal dwelling unit.
Relationship to Township Vision K
Growth and development as redevelopment and in focused areas e Township allows

those land uses to be grouped and utilize already existing infr cture, leaving much of the
remainder of the Township for low densityand agriculturﬁ@pen spacerural resources

uses. This meets the Township vision to keep open spa density, and agriculture as
primary land uses in Franklin, and in doing so balan@klin Township’s rural way of life
with development, including acknowledging the i nt matﬁvﬁ all lands, locations,
sites, andinfrastructure toaccommodate and sdstain all tyjpes oflises and development.

O Q
LEARN MORE... ,OO V

4
Act 247, The Municipalities P, \ ode %nQ
an

https://chescoplanning.org/ orner/Pl gPa.cfm

Local Planning EducatQQ @
https://chescoplanning. g/Murﬂs@/Education.cfm
»

CCPC Smart Growth E-tool
https://www.chescoplanning.otg/MuniCorner/eTools/63-SmartGrowth.cfm

CCPC Mixed-Use E-tool
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/25-MixedUse.cfm

CCPC Accessory Dwelling Unit E-tool
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/14-AccessoryUnits.cfm

CCPCHome BasedBusinesses E-tool
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/40-HomeBusiness.cfm

CCPC Housing Diversity E-tool
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/32-HousingDiversity.cfm

CCPC Infill Development E-tool
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/62-Infill.cfm
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APPENDICES

Appendix A
Community Input Summary

Throughout the 2022 Comprehensive Plan process, the Township sought community input
(see Chapter 1). This Appendix provides a summary of online Community Survey results
and also highlights differences and similarities with comments and feedback garnered
during Subject Area Interviews and the online Community Workshop. This Appendix also
provides a summary of comments from the Community Meeting. There were 515
respondents to the online Community Survey. As of the 2020 Census, there was a Township
population of 4,433. This means the online Community Survey had an 11.6% response rate.

COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY

Question 1: What arethereasons youchoseto livein Franklin Towns )&h\ck up to 3responses)
Top:

1. Rural, Quite Lifestyle (70.43%)

2. Scenic Beauty (47.86%)

3. Quality of Schools (41.05%) \
Bottom: Q
1. Life time resident (8.17%) @

2. Friends and Family in the area (14.20% @

3. Housing Affordability (14.79)

)
Other Responses: (L
. Ground to build home was avail t er 5| ponses about housing and lot sizes)
o Really valued the 2 acre minimum bdilding r I ping us from overcrowding like we experienced
in Delaware and Maryland.

o Agricultural Business an% |I|tyt e forses.

Question 2: Other than ch?é employ\t what arethereasonsyou would leave Franklin

Township? (check up onses)
Top:
1. School Taxes too high

(o)
2. Area becoming too de% ed (47.27%)

3. Retirement/downsizing (46.29%)

Bottom:

1. Lack of farming opportunities (4.69%)

2. Lack of community or public water & sewer (4.88%)
3. Commuting distance/time to work (9.38%)

Other Responses:

. Expansion and smell of Mushroom Farms

. Mistrust of local government officials

. Wanting to move closer to children or other family
. Growing cost of living and aging in place

Question 3: Which ofthe following are important for the Township to focus on?(check up to 10
responses)

Top:

1. Open Space Preservation (65.63%)
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2. Retention of rural character (62.30%)

3. Conservation of scenicresources (59.18%)

4, Traffic and road improvements (54.30%)

5. Naturalresource protection (49.22%)

Bottom:

1. Housing Needs (8.59%)

2. Pedestrianwalkways (12.89%)

3. Enforcement of Codes/ordinances (15.23%)

4, On-road cycling enhancements (15.43%)

5. Sustainable growth/ability of land to accommodate uses (18.75%)

Other Responses

. Better internet service for the community

. Property taxes need addressed
o] Allowing for or promoting additional businesses to diversify the tax base
o] More clarity about what the taxes are being used for

. Biking should take place on trails and not on the roadways x

. Community sustainability (promotion of a CSA or community fle t)

Question 4: Which ofthe following naturaland historicresour ﬁaost important to protect through
regulations and other means? (check upto 5 responses)

Top:

1. Groundwater (70.49%) Q
2. Streams ponds and wetlands (67.21%) @

3. Wildlife habitat/biodiversity (62.50) @
Bottom: (L
1. Steep Slopes (4.30%) @ (L
2. Floodplains (14.55%) Q

3. Woodlands (29.10%) g) (l/

4, Prime Ag Soils and Farmland

5. Historic Sites (29.71%) 6 Q N

Other Responses:

o Protection againsti \@espeues
0 Use of B&s and ;@udes

. Supporting presérvation of @q pace, but without trails in the open space or connecting it to other
open space.

Question 5: What arethe mos)nportant conservation subjectsfor the Township to focus on? For
reference, approximately 8.5% ofthe 2020 Township budgetis spent onthese items (Please rank the
following from 1 to 6, with 1 being the mostimportant)

Top: (Ranked as #1 most important)

1. Open Space Preservation (41.97%)

2. Natural Resource Preservation (19.83%)

3. Maintenance and stewardship of preserved lands and resources (17.97%)
4, AgriculturalLand Preservation (14.59%)

Bottom:

1. Historic Resource Protection (3.00%)

2. Scenic Resource Protection (5.13%)

Question 6: Whereis the best location for commercial uses (shops and offices)?
Top:
1. Major roadway corridors of PA 896 & PA 841 (37.77%)
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2. No additional in the Township (30.26%)
3. Kemblesville (22.96%)
Bottom
1. Anywhere in the Township
Other Responses
. Where the zoning already permits
o] Current zoning is appropriate
o Keep businesses off of the side roads
o Focus on smallbusinesses
o Large retail and strip malls would be a reasonto move out of Township

Question 7:In reference to question #6, how should these commercialuses look?

Top:

1. In smaller individual buildings fronting on the road, with parking generallyto the rear, and possibly
with mixed residential and non-residential uses (64.16%)

2. In larger individual buildings or groups of buildings that are broke to avoid long strips of

buildings and parking lots (26.88%)

Bottom:
1. Strip mall type of development patternin long strips of b@a nd parking to the front (8.96%)

Question 8: Whereis the best location for newindustrialus . manufacturingand warehousing)?
Top:

1. No Additional in the Township (50.75%) @

2. Major roadway corridors of PA 896 & PA 84 91%)

3. Expand current industrial zoning district 20.13%)

Bottom: &l

Other Responses: Q
. In buildings that are alreadyin p
. Rt 841 is an agricultural ‘r@denti@d\not for industrial uses

o As permitted by zoni%\

Question 9: Given an ber offesidentiallots to be built on a parcel, which development patterns
would you prefer to seein the Towrdship?

Top:

1. Anywhere in the Township (3.6@0
|ate.

A combination ofthesﬁg‘ns, depending on the location and characteristics of the site. (41.23%)
I

1.
2. Houses spreadfairly evéfily over the entire tract on 1-acre+ lots with no protected open space. (37.06%)
3. Houses built on 1/4 to 1/2 acre lots on one part of the tract (asin many 'cluster or open space
oriented designed developments,' for example) leaving a large amount of permanent open space on
the remainder of the tract. (22.37%)
Bottom:
1. Attached houses and/or houses on very smalllots (including less than1/4 acrelots, asina
traditional village pattern), with the great majority of the tract left as permanent open space and/or
farmland. (13.82%)
2. No opinion/ does not matter (3.95%)

Question 10: Please indicate your preference for future Township policy for each ofthe following land
uses or facilities.

Top Promote:

1. Nature Preserves/Open Space (76.56%)

2. Parks/recreation/trail network (71.40%)
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3. Small scale commercial uses to serve the local community (56.16%)
4, Agriculturaluses and their preservation (49.23%)
5. Eco-tourism, ag-tourism, or historic site-tourism (42.08%)

Bottom Promote:

Mobile homes (01.08%)

Industrial uses (01.96%)

Apartment buildings/complexes with more than 10 units (02.37%)
Twins or duplexes (04.56%)

Light industrial uses (05.64%)

Top Maintain:

1. Continue existing neighborhood uses/character (58.61%)

2. Child or adult day care (52.80%)

3. Offices uses (50.67%)

4, Housing that is affordable for middle class Township residents (44.90%)
5. Agricultural uses and their preservation (42.86%)

Bottom Maintain:
1

2

3

4

5.

GRwN e

Mobile Homes (06.47%)

Apartment buildings/complexes with more than 10 units (08. @
Twins or duplexes (12.58%)

Townhouses (14.00%)

Larger scale commercial uses to serve the larger regi . shopping center) (15.52%)
Top Limit:

Mobile Homes (89.22%)
Apartment buildings/complexes with more @) units (85.78%)

Twins or duplexes (76.57%) (L
Industrial uses (76.09%) (L

AW e

Townhouses (74.18%)

Bottom Limit: < t)
1. Agriculturaluses and their preservation (03.74

2. Parks/recreation/trail net 03.87% N
3. Nature preserves/o (04.0'%1
4. Continue eX|st|ng hood uses/character (4.14%)

Question 11:1s FrankQ wnsh|p g Qplacefor seniors and/oryoung people to live?
Seniors: Yes (75.84%) No'(24.
Young People (81.98%) No (18.

Other Responses:

o Taxes (school) are too high for seniors and it is becoming impossible for seniors to live in the area
. Seniors need access totransportation, healthcare, and activities
. Not enough employment opportunities for young people

Question 12: Which of the following are mostimportant to addressin Kemblesville?
Top:

1. Retainvillage character (70.41%)

2. Allow for local businesses (61.99%)

3. Improve walkability (36.93%)

Bottom:

1. Allow for smallscale apartments (15.55%)

2. Add traffic calming (29.16%)

Other Responses:

o Improving the look of Kemblesville will attract new businesses
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o Redevelopment of gas station
o] Improve village character

Question 13: If Kemblesville were to become more commercial, indicate which type of businessesyou
think you would patronize?

Top:

1. Restaurant (78.15%)

2. Food Specialty Shop (75.72%)

3. Recreational Service (45.25%)

Bottom:

1. Clothing, shoe, or bridal shop (13.91%)

2. Specialty shop (jewelry, repairshop) (25.17%)
3. Hardware store (33.55%)

Other Responses:

. None, stop development, or keep it rural

. Pharmacy
. Pub or a place to gather ss\\

Question 14: Rate the following facilities or services in meeting &'ent needs of Township
Top Meets Needs:
1. Snow removal on Township roads (80.85%)

2. Fire protection (79.91%) Q

3. Ambulance services (77.01%) @

4, Trail network (71.21%) @

5. Township building (67.04%) (L
Top Does Not Meet Needs @ (L

1. Pedestrian walkways (44.84%) Q

2. Maintenance of PA roads (41. 4@ (L

3. On-road cycling opportunitie

4, Maintenance of Towns |des

5. Mobile phone servic%&s (37.

Question 15: OQutside ome, w| do you participate in recreational activities?

Top: Q
1. Local Parks, trails, an% s in Franklin (66.43%)

2. Local parks, trails, an ves outside of Franklin Township (59.34%)
3. White Clay Creek (StatéyPreserve in London Britain, PA(57.21%)
Bottom:

1. School (7.33%)

2. Work (8.98%)

3. Other State Parks (PA) (28.84%)

Other Responses:

. National Parks

J Hunting and Fishing on private land

o Delaware parks and preserves

. Around 1/3 of respondents said along local roads (running, biking)

Question 16: Howimportant are the following types of park and recreation facilities and services?
Top Extremely Important:

1. Multi-use trail network (60.97%)

2. Nature education (41.07%)
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3. Pedestrian walkways (33.80%)

4, Fishing (33.33%)

Top Not Important:

1. Camping areas (62.56%)

2. Hunting (47.32%)

3. Dog Parks (37.21%)

4, Picnic areas (25.00%)

Other responses:

o Concern about maintenance of trails and potential illicit activities it could bring
o Dedicated biking trails would be appreciated
o Potential Community gardening space

Question 17: Indicate yourwillingness to volunteer time for the following;

Top:

1. Trail/park/open space/preserve cleanup/maintenance (65.58%)

2. Stream/natural area cleanup/ invasive plants removal (47.18%) \
3. Road clean-up (39.47%) s\
Bottom:

1. Ambulance service (2.37%) K

2. Fire protection (5.93%)

Other Responses:

. Neighborhood watch. @Q

. Planting of native plants

o Many people are unable to volunteer due tq@
Question 18: List the priority intersectionswh@anspfil(m

Township
Top (Ranked #1)
1. PA 896 and Appleton Road ( E) ;,

provements are needed in the

2. PA 896 and PA 841 (29.91

Bottom (Ranked #8) \

1. PA 841 and Peaceda@d (33.03%)

2. N. Church Hill Auburr@ad (24.76%)

Question 19: Beyondtheintersec improvements in Question #18, rank the additional transportation
needs you believeshould bea sed.

Top (Ranked #1)

1. Maintenance of Township Roads (36.83%)

2. Gateway and traffic calming control along Route 896 (22.60%)

3. Shoulder widening to improve safety for both driving and cycling on roadways (17.20%)
(Ranked #2)

1. Shoulder widening to improve safety for both driving and cycling on roadways (23.92%)
2. Gateways and traffic calming control along Route 896 (16.95%)

3. Connect preserves and other areas together with trail network (15.57%)

Bottom (Ranked #9)

1. New park-n-carpool lots (33.82%)

2. Traffic lights (28.24%)

3. Connect preserves and other areas together with trail network (14.48%)

Question 20: How frequently do you travelon these roads?
Top Every day/twice or more):

Appendix A-6 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan

1. Route 896 (36.74%)

2. Route 841 (23.78%)

3. Appleton Road (19.95%)
Top (Never):

1. Church Hill Road (14.22%)
2. Hess Mill Road (9.86%)
Other Responses:

. Strickersville Road

o Chesterville Road

Question 21: Howlong have you lived in the Township?
Top:

1. More than 20 years (39.44%)

2. More than 10 -20 years (23.20%)
Middle:

1. 1 year —5vyears (14.15%)

2. 5 years — 10 years (14.15%)
Bottom:

1. Lessthan 1 year (2.55%)

2. Lifelong resident (6.50%)

Top:

1. 1 acre—lessthan 2 acres (46.51%) @
2. 2 acres—lessthan 10 acres (33.02%)

Bottom: @

1. More than50 acres (1.16%) O

2. Lessthan¥ acre (1.86%) O (L

Question 23: In what yearrang \@ou ch N
Top: \

1. 1946-1964 (48.59%

2. 1965 - 1976 (

3. 1977 -1995 (20%69%) Q
Bottom:

1. 1996 — present (1.64%>

2. 1945 and before (5.40%

APPENDICES—Community Input Summary

Question 22: What is the approximate size of your prop@@

¥

Question 24: If more peoplethanyou liveatyour house,what are the ages ofthe other people? (indicate

numberofpersonsin each agerange)

Top:

1. 45-64 years of age (32.82%)
2. 65 years and older (23.08%)
3. 5-18 years of age (21.03%)
Bottom:

1. Under 5 years of age (4.62%)
2. 19-24 years of age (2.82%)

Question 25: What is your gender?
Male (45.90%)
Female (44.96%)
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Question 26: In what generalareado you live?

Top:

1. Southeast of Rt 896 and Rt 841 (30.40%)
2. Northeast of Rt 896 and Rt 841 (28.27%)
Bottom:

1. Southwest of Rt 896 and Rt 841 (8.79%)
2. Kemblesville (14.96%)

Other Responses:

. Landenberg

Question 27: Please indicate the number of persons in your household who work in the following
locations (pre-COVID-19):

Top:

1. In your own home or farm (54.01%) \

2. Elsewherein Delaware (44.96%)

3. Southern Chester County (including West Grove, Avondale, K r@Square) (42.38%)
4, Newark, DE (39.28%) e&

Bottom:

1. Other (17.57%) \

2. Delaware County, PA (24.29%) Q

3. Philadelphia (26.36%) @

Question 28: Please indicate the number of pers @your olseholdwho currently workin the
following occupations:

Top: O Q
1. Professional services (accounta@ance, I% iness, insurance) (40.80%)
2. Retired (37.31%)

Bottom: N O g.‘

1. Personal services (salo %sittin ing, landscaping) (15.92%)

2. Other (15.92%) %

3. Transportatio i 6.17%)

4,

Unemployed (16{17%) Q
t

Question 29: Howwould you p \} o be made aware of Township information, issues, meetings, or
updates? (checkallthatapply

Top:

1. Email list (69.91%)

2. Township website (51.66%)

3. Newsletter (46.68%)

Bottom:

1. YouTube/Streaming (8.06%)

2. Newspaper (digital or paper) (8.53%)
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Question 30: What do you thinkwill be the most significant challenges and/or opportunities that Franklin
Township will face in the next five to ten years?

forcing pay 108s stay keeping township current Increased traffic continue Want
connected PTOPETTY preventing SEIVICES alder keep]ng taxes new
Increased population high school commercial natural resources balance
people live chaﬂenge will challenge MaintaEnfng rural character conservation

tax base charm residents change preserve right Need safety
COntrOl“ng small people wa(erWi” Handling roadS

Population growth Ope ns pace Protecting Keep | ng Managing
taxes may growth..«development

shopping M a.l ntal n I n g infrastructure tOWﬂ S h | p
housing development alred iand Il’lC!‘ease construction hOUS|ng

rural tl’affiC trying schoolIS maintenance SChOOI taxes public

Preserving open space home business diving opportunity
environmental Managing growth maintaining character

Maintaining open Space land preservation limit keeping rural built

Overdevelopment CUanUnity improvements hlgh taxes moved population residential
improve time allowing step seniors feel Maintaining rural widite low decisions live

expand
Question 31: Do you have any further comments that youwant &hip to consider?

Open SPACe township Board Protect communication businesses etc dON { beautiful SENIOT'S
added think consider S@€ commercial bU“dmgS stay make tais rural better \

Thank improve I|V8d supporting !‘eSI dentS take StOp things Q
area Franklin road S going tOWn S h I p improvements @

need « Please movedtaxes isa houses use peo
Lower taxes Keep schools traffIC leave deVe[Opment continue
Franklin TOWnShip concerns WANL lose @ISO much WOTK matter love sciffol Byes Will
needs transparent Maintain O

COMMUNITYWO P ARY

Comment: PA 896 and othe roads pc%ssues and good points for Township residents
Similarities to Survey n iews:

e Winding roads are part of rura @ecterand need to be preserved

e  Future roadwork needs t olnt for farming equipment

e Preserving rural character might help maintain or reduce traffic volumes
e Traffic needs to be controlled around Kemblesville to make it a viable place
e  Peak hour volume and traffic is a major concern
e Biking on roads is dangerous
Snow removal is good
e Emergencyresponseis good

Differences from Survey and Interviews:
e Buggies andtractors on roadways are part of the ruralcharm
e Roads arein good condition

Traffic calming is good but could restrict farm equipment

0 Was not a main concern expressed with survey

0 Was mentioned in farming interview
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Comment: Franklin Township has done an excellent job preserving parks and preserves for residentsto

enjoy and which helps maintain Franklin’s rural character

Similarities to Survey and Interviews:

e Parks, preserves, variety, locations/proximity, and their fostering community are positive elements in
the Township for residents

e Proximity to trails, especially multiuse trails, is a positive to living in the Township

e Connecting parks and preserves toone another and other places, e.g. wineries, througha
comprehensive trail system would benefit the Township

e Place improved signage for Township Parks and preserves and their amenities

Differences from Survey and Interviews:

e People walkon roads. Pedestrian paths, not sidewalks, in residential areas and throughout the Township
could be considered. Paths and trails could be linked.

e A Township Parks and Recreation Committee could be created and could facilitate volunteer outreach

e |mportant to consider riparian buffers and stream side forestationto maintain surface water, e.g.
streams, ponds, quality and quantity

e Consider multi-use trails and/or equine trails. Residents movedto the%r}ship to be able to have and
ride horses and riding opportunities are disappearing

Comment: Natural, historic, and open space resources preserv n |mportant part of maintaining
rural character

Similarities to Survey and Interviews:
e Preserve additional open spaceincluding be on the I(@or open space opportunities and make

greater public awareness of potential future lands Id be preserved. Golf course could have been

preservedif there had been a more aggressive ace program

e Open Space fosters rural character however ts visi fr m outside the Township which adds
traffic that takes awayfrom rural charac utit is still | ople and better than a development

e There is preserved open space with ﬁm es of agriculture, e.g. allowing hay and not
field crops. This generates insufficieqt indome f ern farm tenant, and discourages locally grown

food. (Similar to interview, not s
e There is openness to uses t\ ura?e ”\hIStOI’IC resources preservationin the Township

e Watershedissues could atedb g conservation and nutrient management plans.
Differences from Survey a V|ews

e Thereare abundaQe hath carbon sequestration and potential to plant more.

e Invasive species neet\to be d (Spotted Lantern Fly, Bamboo, Tree of Heaven, multiflora rose)

e Townshipis good at prow()§ rmation about Township history

Comment: Agriculture s critical as both asource of jobs and maintaining rural character

Similarities to Survey and Interviews:

e Township is running out of good land tofarm due to development and being taken up by other uses

e Thereis a good relationship with the Tech school (survey and interviews believe that these bonds could
be strengthened)

e Capitalize on current small scale Agricultural tourismto grow it and possibly create an ‘ag trail’ toassist
agriculture staying viable in the Township

e Farmers market in the village might work

Differences from Survey and Interviews:

e Townshipis a good place for hobby farmers (survey responses about regulations and interviews
contradict this idea)

e Amish families moving into the Township is a sign that agriculture is a viable industry (this is the first
mention of using the Amish as an indicator as compared to Survey and Interviews)

e Fewer families are stillin agriculture, but those who are, are committed
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e Concerns about involvement of the next generationin farming in Franklin
e Mushroom farming is not bucolic but would be a viable business in the Township
e Concerns about preserving farms through zoning and impact on property values

Comment: Kemblesville Village is a ‘small gem’ and well-loved location in Franklin Township

Similarities to Survey and Interviews:

o Usevillage as an agricultural destination with branding
Village as a small ‘d’” destination would allow for commercial and other niche uses

e Volume and speed of trafficthrough the village is an issue

e Needto consider sewer, water, and other infrastructure in the village for it to be a place businesses
would want to locate

e Take active steps tobe economically and residentially viable. Do not want a gradual decay that will
eventually lead to losing the village

e Proximity of DE with many shopping option and no sales tax cripples retail in the Township
0 Many residents preferto shop in DE

e There are nice commercialareas on PA 896 just outside Franklin. This %'s the village should be a
historic destination and not try to compete
0 Discussionitems about Kemblesville: Do you put in effort to rx etheVillage and add

commercialuses? Do you avoid commercial uses and foe 4@ storic character? Doyou make itan
agritourism destination?

e Charterschoolis nearby and is a draw that could suppor, ’&messes.

Differences from Survey and Interviews: 6

e Capturethe attention of people already coming fo ineries

e Afood cart/truck night could entice people toc to theagllage

e Village enhances overall Township charactegas Wéll as ry. Township is fortunate and in a unique
position to still have an intact historic vil sma aces have built over/destroyed their villages

Comment: Community Serwces/Facmt S (L

Similarities to Survey and Interview

e EmergencyServices are go Q§Qanklm tea heavy user

e Signs on telephone poIe d5|de tter enforcement. Personal signs on poles may not be
allowed per an ordinanc

Differences from Surv erV|ew

e Make clear opportufities to v I r, e.g. Adopt a roadway for cleanup

e Maybe Township could w in the larger region toaddress this and to give it more economy of
scale. For example, Londo§|ta|n is addressing similarissues.

Comment: Land Use
Similarities to Survey and Interviews:
o New development is not wanted. Big box stores and large retail is not wanted.
e Minimal commercial use overall is good other than in/near the village where commercial is appropriate.
e Township is located close to Newarkand other DE locations where there are stores and jobs so neither
are needed as a focus in the Township.
e Need to balance agriculture with natural resource protection and development
Differences from Survey and Interview:
o Createalist of current businesses are in the Township, and work on retaining and supporting them.
e Zoning considerations
0 SU zoning district should be reviewed
0 Residentialagricultural zoning is good
0 Canhave significant agricultural supportive zoning or and lots of commercial and office parks, but
cannot have both. Need to make a choice and stay with it.
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0 Modernize rules to better support at home workers and businesses particularly with how Covid has
changedthe way people work

0 Need innovative zoning around the village. Could have more townhouses in that area so people can
walk into the village. Consider strategiesfor more housing inclusion and diversity in zoning. Note
already have high densityin/near village

0 The Township passedan ordinance that allows people to agein place, which is good.

SUBJECT AREA INTERVIEWS

Subject: Agriculture:

Commonalities with Survey:

e Agrees withmaintaining rural character of Franklin Township

e Wants Franklin to remain a friendly place for farmers, and stay tucked away from development

e PA 896 poses challenges with traffic and wants tolook into potential improvements

e Challenges posed by building requirements for farming operations in ip

e Farmland preservationis good, but support for farmers is equally a tant to maintain agriculture

Differences from Survey: K

e Finding a long term solution to septic problems

e Nutrient Management Plans are required for farming, butiﬁre ulations are impacting larger and
on

smaller farming operations when there should be differ? .
e CCCD andhow they interact with farmers in Franklin with private companies

e Farmers market may not be bestidea, insteads our with products available at eachstop
e Land prices and access toland are keeping ne ers flﬁn entering the business

0 Possibility to farm public lands

0 Supporting businesses are disappea Q(L

0 Adding school curriculum at HS leve far
e Pressuretodevelop is more an inter attle thanekternal pressure from developers

0 No one to pass family busi €s)o
H H " &" ﬂ
0 Farm isconsidered “no N
e Farms odors and dust d& shwith resfdential
Subject: Vineyard Q @

Similarities to Survey: :Q
e Enjoys scenic aspect of Fra ownship

e Development is tough, evenif it is consistent withrural character
e Focus on making it easier to have agriculture and agritourism
e Stormwater managementis a concern
e More scaledcommercialretail in and around Kemblesville
e Treat people fairly in terms of ordinance implementation
e Agritourismand farmers market in Kemblesville is a good idea
Differences from Survey
e Board of Supervisors is doing a good job
0 Township needs to make more advanced decision-making (e.g. Buffer standards)
o Do not need to preserve agricultural lands actively being used for farming (as they are already viable)
e Agricultureis not bucolic. Itis industry. Can’t only have prettyfarming

Subject: Business
Similarities to Survey
e Maintaining natural beautyis integral part of growth/development of the area
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0 Maintainthe naturalintegrity

In favor of restrictions on development

Enjoys current demographics — young professionals

Zoning needs to be evaluated and made understandable

Any development should be controlled and grouped into designated areas
Franklin should be more involved with the growth of local businesses
Liquor licenses are $500k

O BYOB works for restaurants

Reuse of historic buildings

Agrotourismis a potential for Kemblesville

Differences from Survey:

Franklin could have a “keep it local” group to market businesses in and around Kemblesville
0 “Taste of Kemblesville” to raise awareness

Kemblesville Village needs a master plan

0 Look at Hockessin

Growth of schools poses a huge problem for incoming development ss\\

Horse shows in Fair Hill will be 2nd only to Kentucky

Challenges due to pandemic for the workforce d

Subject: Charter School
Similarities to Survey

Franklin has potential in Kemblesville but eyesores e@. gas station)
Small businesses are key
Kemblesville provides intimate neighborhood f

Traffic and speeding on PA 896 are issues t@ed to?&ssed (e.g. traffic calming)

A walkable Kemblesville would be usefu

Treereplanting is a good idea for Iagj opm
Walking areas in general could be u

Breakfast or coffee place would reat fi embleswlle
Need more space for kids to II f| a'd og park

Differences from Survey:

Charter School provi tHe nostal nnection to the past of smallschools

0 People choosqyter Scho %cl)arger public school due to location and agriculturein area
Charter School has revitalized building

Charter School needs additﬁa rking

0 Doctors office and Ducklings Day Care have been helpful by sharing their parking

Covid has impacted teacher staffing and teacher motivation for the Charter School

How will Covid impact Franklin economically in the future

Micro farm at Charter School

0 Coordinate with Kemblesville for agritourism

Charter School would visit Kemblesville more if it was reinvigorated
Charter School would consider including Township and Village history in their curriculum

Subject: Historic Kemblesville Village
Similarities to Survey

Good location; enough country life yet commutable to work etc. Has rural character and older houses
Would like to see preservation of historic buildings in Kemblesville

Traffic in Kemblesville is an issue

0 Badwalkability

0 Rushhour trafficvolume
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Appleton Roadis seeing more tractor trailer volume
Septicis anissue

Interconnected trails and cycling

0 Want to relieve vehicle pressure on roads

Roads and sensible development are the biggest issues for the next 5-10 years
Over-taxationis a concern

Balance of small business and residentialin Kemblesville

Differences from Survey:

Kemblesville needs septic upgrades

0 Something like what Unionville has

0 There will be growing pains for village to be enhanced

New buildings need to be compatible with existing village character/architecture
Winery brings in mix of locals and visitors

Zoning changes should promote reuse and discourage tear downs

Adaptive Reuse of barns — possibly for apartments?

Unsure about how much agritourism Kemblesville would get ss\\
Farmers market is alsoa possibility but not sure if it would work @,
Current sign ordinance makes it impossible to advertise trails het t
Paths behind buildings to make Kemblesville more walkable

Kemblesville needs to develop a biggerand better sense o&m unity outside of “ruralcharacter”

hings

Subject: Non-Agricultural Industry @
Similarities to Survey:

Want to keep as much open space as possible

Parks are nice but need improvements for @s an?«%ts

PA 896 needs to be addressed
Maintaining open space will be a challe
Coordinating communication with t hip

There is room for additional businesses in@'c“wnship, only if done correctly

Differences from Survey: \

Franklin Township Admi ion has dong,a good job

West Grove Librar 6 ot nee be addressed

There are local peg that coul %t of the industrial workforce
Community workshops put on cal businesses

Add wi-fi to existing town% ildings

Subject: Real Estate
Similarities to Survey:

Franklin’s natural setting is what attracts people to the area

Well maintained country roads

Want interconnected walkways and trails

Add another restaurant or two

Need a balance of uses

School taxes are difficult for empty nesters/Retirees are debating staying in Township
JResource protection is important

Franklin is not a destination for apartments, townhomes, and condos

There is no desire for other types of housing other than single family detachedand current housing
0 Amenities don’t support them either

Hobby farming is a possibility
Kemblesville has lots of potential

Appendix A-14 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan APPENDICES—Community Input Summary

e  Winery does well
e Historic aspect of Kemblesville is a great starting point, but parking will be an issue still
Differences from Survey
e Realestate has not been heavily impacted by Covid
e Maybe a 55+ community would be possible
o Kemblesville could be a community center for Franklin
e Ciderbarn (in Elk) is drawing people despite being in the middle of nowhere/a very rural area
Wayfinding signage is needed
0 People don’t know what they are getting into when they go on a trail
O Raiseawareness about whatis currently available and may be also possible in the future

Subject: Residents

Similarities to Survey

e Growthand development needs to be logical and balanced

e Franklin is desirable for its rural character, openspace, lack of industry

0 There arealsonearby services ss\\

e Mushroom operations would be a reasonto leave

e There areconcerns that large family farms will not have the next g% tionto continue operation

e Challenges of preserving land vs. not bringing in additional c al and industrial vs. lowering taxes
e Water quality, historic resource protection, farm preservag(rl eed to be importantin order to

protect rural character.
e Focus on maintaining existing landscape Q
e Jobsin Franklin are not the reasonthat people co @ranklin
o Kemblesville would be more attractive with res!@ts a farmers market.
e Walkability and trails are desirable. m
e PA 896 should be the focus for any new pme
e People wantthe homes that are pr ‘other types of housing.
Differences from Survey %
e None

COMMUNITY&@NG
Topic: Community Vision Sta Q
No':::omments ! S@

Topic: Kemblesville Village Enhancements

Comments - How will village be walkable? How will zoning be changed? Will this be coordinated with

PennDOT changes on PA 8967

e Comprehensive Plan Task Force responses: There are walkways along Charter School property, and
maybe could be on Tilden Rd, PA 896/maybe behind properties, not Appleton Rd. Need to get people
walking to trails and not in cars to get to trails. Need to revamp thinking in Township regular business for
walking and cycling opportunities.

Topic: Agricultural Retention
No comments

Topic: Trail and other Pedestrian Connections
No comments

Appendix A-15 June 2022 Final draft MPC review



Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan APPENDICES—Community Input Summary

Topic: Resource Protection as a Green Infrastructure Roads and Other Community Infrastructure
No comments

Topic: Roads and Other Community Infrastructure

Comments — not sure should be promoting on road cycling on Franklin roads as they are narrow

e Comprehensive Plan Task Force responses: DE 52 works well for farm equipment. Telephone poles
present a big problem for farm equipment as even if other vehicles move over/get out of the way
telephones poles are still in the way. Clean up the roadways, e.g. overhanging foliage. Franklin can do a
windshield survey of the entire Township to determine what are the biggest roadside issues. Franklin
has an existing road trimming program doing elevated and low cuts — maybe this program needs to be
reviewed. Maybe need to contact PennDOT regarding PA 896 roadside foliage cuts.PA 896 road
improvements may be slatedto expand roads outside the village, which would help farms and horse
drawn buggies.

Topic: Future Land Use
No comments

study. SU zoning district needs to be addressedas itis lacking. Co hensive Plan is on-point. President
Biden's executive order indicates housing needs to be provideaQQ'ur an areas—how will this impact
Franklin and should this be considered in this Plan?

Open Discussion é\
Comments — Fair Share analysis about multifamily housing was a@;& or Franklin by CCPCin prior
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Appendix B

Brief Township History

The inhabitants of Franklin Township when Penn founded his colony in 1681 were the
Lenape. In 1699 much of Franklin was acquired by the London Company as part of the
London Tract. Smaller grants comprised the west and the south, where a few originated with
the Calverts of Maryland as part of New Munster. The earliest settlers were almost entirely
farmers. New London Township, which Franklin was then part of, was charteredin 1723, and
in 1734 Revolutionary leader Thomas McKean was born here. Improved roads in the 1700s
led to the establishment of inns and stagecoach stops, including the taverns of Elizabeth
Furey (1758) and George McCleave (1763). Benjamin Franklin, for whom the Township is
named, acquired most of McCleave’s landin1764 in settlement of a post office debt.

By the mid-1800s, Kemblesville was a prosperous village with three mills, a hotel, and a
nearby pottery works; Chesterville was a compact village with several buil%Milling had
begunin the 1700s and remained important in the 1800s. Most were gri s, others saw
or paper mills. Franklin was created from southeastern New Londogsi . One-room
schoolhouses, built across the Township beginning in the 1800s, .@ ed until 1956, when
Kemblesville Elementary School (now Avon Grove Charter SF&,W? arly Learning Center)

opened and the system was fully absorbed by the Avon Gro ol District.

Prohibition, and remained sountil 2019. Modern roads‘roughtsgradually increasing traffic

In 1933, the Township voted to remain dry when th@ endment repealed

during the 20th cent. Saddleries and bIacksmlth cIos ced by auto repair
shops, and Kemblesville's general store (195 iIsappeared as residents
traveled further afield more easily, and Itu nity gradually became a rural
bedroom community. In the mid-1980s e than ears after its founding — the

Township established permanent o

in a capvertedfarm machine shop. Agricultural
a@ farms and encouragedthe

development of new farms a ineries, a vestments by the Township and other
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London Britain & Part of New London Township Circa 1777, from 1777 Chester
County Property Atlas, Chester County Archives, West Chester, PA.
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Detail from map
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the Legislature of
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Philadelphia, 1856; from
original surveys by S. M.
Painter &J. S. Bowen. .
From the Library of 0
Congress. LOC Chicag
citation Info: "Kennedy, T. J
Samuel Marshall Painter,
John S Bowen, and Rufus L
Barnes. Map of Chester
County, Pennsylvania.
Philadelphia: R.L. Barnes,
1856. Map
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BACKGROUND

Understanding Franklin Township’s current and forecasted demographic characteristics
(e.g.income, age, and education) provides context for current and possible future
community services andfacilities. Demographic data is primarily derived from U.S. Census
Bureauinformation, including the Decennial Census and the American Community Survey.
The Decennial Census publishes actual nationwide population counts every 10 years, the
most recent being in 2020. However, due to Covid-19 pandemic related delays only a
limited amount of data was releasedin 2021. Detailed 2020 information, scheduled to be
potentially releasedin Spring 2022, is not available during the drafting of this Plan. The
Census Bureaualso publishes annual demographic estimates throughits ican
Community Survey (ACS), with data gathered on an ongoing monthly ba 'A%ﬁogra phic
estimates are then made covering periods of 1 year and 5 years. In 2020, Covid-19
pandemic impacted the ACS program such that sufficient dataw thered for
counties and municipalities. As a result, 2019 ACSdata is the most ent. Detailed
municipal-level datais only available from ACS5-year estim r&ﬁor Comprehensive Plan
demographic analysis purposes, Franklin’s region consist@don Britain, Elk, New

London, London Grove, and New Garden Townshipsin& er Countyas well as Cecil

County, MD and New Castle County, DE. (]/
POPULATION QO(Q(LQQ’

APPENDICES

Appendix C
Demographic Tables

Franklin has maintained one of \o O Ns;grical Population Growth (US Decennial Census)
the lower populations in the \* \ W
. Co by th \ 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
region, E_Js Is eVId‘emE y the Census Census Census Census Census Census
Township’s continuing | 00
. unty 278,311 | 316,660 | 376,396 | 433,501 | 498,886 | 534,413

density, open, rural c ter. N

Franklin highest growthrates %i klin 1,043 1,920 2,779 3,850 4,352 4,433

from .the 1970s to 2000, 1k 649 750 1,129 1,485 1,681 1,698

growing by around 1000

persons per decade. Over the New London 938 1,312 2,721 4,583 5,631 5,810

last 20 years, Township London Grove 3,109 [ 3,531 3,922 | 5,265 | 7,475 | 8,797

population has stabilized and

seen little growth. New Garden 4,153 4,790 5,430 9,083 | 11,984 | 11,363
London Britain 963 1,546 2,671 2,797 3,139 3,179
Cecil Co, MD 53,291 | 60,430 71,347 | 85,951 | 101,108 | 103,725
New Castle Co, DE | 385,856 | 398,115 | 441,946 | 500,265 | 538,479 | 570,719
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POPULATION FORECASTS

In 2021, Delaware Valley Regional

. .. DVRPC Population Forecasts (DVRPC 2021)
Planning Commission (DVRPC)

published the most current 2020 Census | 2030 Forecast | 2040 Forecast | 2050 Forecast

available population forecasts for  chester county 534,413 586,300 620,391 645,673

the Philadelphia region. This

. i 44 4,802 4 4
forecast was generated prior to Franklin 433 80 >:30 >,60

the multi-year Covid-19 pandemic  Elk 1,698 1,794 1,943 2,057

and prior to the release of the

: New London 5,810 6,543 7,381 8,166
2020 Decennial Census. The
extent of the growth projected by London Grove 8,797 9,628 10,818 11,783
these forecasts should be viewed New Garden 11,363 12,832 13,779 14,534
with these factors in mind.

. X London Britain 3,179 3,379 3,442

Modest growthis predicted for 3
Franklin and the region, which can reasonably be expectedto resultin @e for

community services, facilities, andinfrastructure. Q&
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Using building
permit data,
Franklin
Township
createda table
showing housing
growthsince
1995 basedon
housing permit
issuance. This
information
supplements
DVRPC regional
population
forecasts to
provide detailed
data about
population
growththrough
Township
permitting data.
The table
indicates 136
housing permits
wereissued
from 2007 to
2021, with some
as reissuance of
prior requested
permits for
projects never
built. There has
been minimal
housing growth
in Franklin in
over a decade.

APPENDICES - Demographics

Housing Growth (Township Building Permits, 1995 —2021)

Numbe.r of Number of Percent
Year Housing . Notes
. Households | increase
Permitsissued
1995 18 1114 -
1996 28 1142 2.5%
1997 44 1186 3.9%
1998 55 1241 4.6%
1999 71 1312 5.7%
This shaded data block is provided for
2000 64 1376 4.9% reference and isnotincluded in totals
2001 25 1401 1.8% | below.Note thereisalarge reductionin
growth rate after 2007
2002 32 1433 2.3%
2003 11 1444 0.8% \
2004 18 1462 1.2% K
2005 29 1491 2.0% @
2006 38 1520 Qs
\V subprime mortgage market collapse/A
2007 21 1550 \ 1.4% major economic event that drastically
4~< reduced housing growth in Franklin
Ad
2008 14 ’4@ 0.9%
2009 9 {\?73 0.6%
2010 5 NS 157, .3% total housing units per 2010 census
2011 (585 0.4%
2012 ‘ 3 (\w 0.3%
2013 -~ = 4 w94 0.3% numerousindividual projects
) N 1614 1.3% Wyndemere abandoned project re-
started
} 1628 0.9% Wyndemere abandoned project re-
started
9 1637 0.6% Keen & Forrest Gump Projects
5 1642 0.3%
4 1646 0.2%
7 1653 0.4%
2 1655 0.1%
2021 10 1665 0.6% Wyndemere abandoned project r'e-
started — 3 of 10 permits
Total 136 - -
Average 9.07 - 0.6%

permits/year
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AGE

The most current US Census 5-Year ACS,
sampled from 2015 through 2019,
indicates the age distribution in Franklin
overall reflects the County. Franklin has a
median age of 44, with around 27% of
residents under the age of 20 and
around 29% ages 35 to 54. In
comparison, median age was 40 in the
County, and the largest age groups were
alsounder age 20 (26%) and ages 35 to
54 (27%), reflecting a population of
families with school-aged children.
Relative to the County, Franklin has a
smaller cohort of people in their 20s.
Franklin has a similar percentage of
people 65+ in age (14%) to the County
(16%). Planning efforts should address
the needs of a full range of age groups.

APPENDICES - Demographics

Population Characteristics by Age (US Census ACS 2015-2019)

Age Group Franklin | percentage Chester percentage
County
Total Population 4514 100% 519,560 100%
Under 5 years 203 4.5% 28,992 5.6%
5to9 years 189 4.2% 32,484 6.3%
10 to 14 years 441 9.8% 35,770 6.9%
15to 19 years 404 8.9% 36,743 7.1%
20to 24 years 217 4.8% 32,262 6.2%
25to 34 years 344 7.6% 59,599 11.5%
35to 44 years 511 11.3% 63,822 12.3%
45 to 54 years 791 g&&% 74,592 14.4%
55 to 59 years 229 (\" 95% | 38530 7.4%
60 to 64 years A&:’ 7.9% 34,152 6.6%
65 to 74 years V 11.7% 48,087 9.3%
75 to 84 years f\ 89 2.0% 23,409 4.5%
- 12 0.3% 11,118 2.1%
44.3 N/A 40.4 N/A

85 years and o%‘\
Median@
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RACE & ETHNICITY

The 2020 Decennial Census employed
updated terms for race and ethnicity.
The 2020 data indicates Franklin has
some diversity, with roughly one in ten
residents identified as people of color,
mostly self-described as “Hispanic or
Latino” or “Asian Alone.” Inrecent
years, the applications for grant

APPENDICES - Demographics

Population Diversity (US Decennial Census 2020)

programs have begun to require
applicants to describe diversity in their

communities. This data serves to

documents the nature of the ethnic diversity.

EDUCATION

Franklin residents have levels of

education similar to the County as

a whole. Around 58% of Franklin

residents have a bachelors or
graduate degree. Franklin has

fewer high school graduate
relative to the County overall,

which may be due to the

Township’s agricultural industry,

many workers of which do not !

have advanced degrees. Q

Median household income for Pranklin is the
among the highest in the region, and exceed
the County as a whole. The poverty level in
Franklin is the lowest in the region, and far
below that of the County overall. The data
indicates Franklin is a prosperous community,
however, could lack low to moderate income
residents who work in fields such as service
industries, which could have an impact for
certainbusinesses.

INCOME

Median Household Income

. . Chester Chester
Race/Ethnicity AELA AL County County
Count percentage Count e
White Alone 3,907 88.1% | 413,103 77.3%
Black or Afr. Am. Alone 66 1.5% 29,526 5.5%
Asian Alone 88 2.0% 35,252 6.6%
Some other Race Alone 83 1.9% 534,413 3.5%
Two or More Races 278 6.3% 36,071 6.7%
Hispanic or Latino 235 5.3% 43,542 8.1%
X
Educational Attai &S Census ACS2015-2019)
Franklin Chester County
\ Count | Percentage Count Percentage
Population 25 years a@Q 3,060 100.0% | 353,309 100.0%
Less than 9th gra 13 0.4% 9,800 2.8%
9th to 12th grﬂy o\diplorﬂ 27 0.9% | 12,648 3.6%
:Lguhi\f:hm@d‘me ingf¥es [ 5, 16.4% | 73,586 20.8%
S@me coMege, nodegre 539 17.6% 47,488 13.4%
AAs idte's degre‘e V 217 7.1% 22,574 6.4%
C?achelormeg‘ 894 29.2% | 111,195 31.5%
\\ Gradukae'ssional degree 868 28.4% | 76,018 21.5%
-

Persons Below Poverty Level

(US Census ACS 2015-2019) (US Census ACS 2015-2019)
Chester County $100,214 Chester County 6.4%
Franklin $138,750 Franklin 0.5%
Elk $94,750 Elk 4.4%
New London $126,250 New London 3.3%
London Grove $111,957 London Grove 5.5%
New Garden $116,875 New Garden 5.1%
London Britain $139,965 London Britain 0.9%
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EMPLOYMENT

Employment data provides an
overview of occupation or
type of work that residents
do, in addition to industry, or
type of business in which
residents are employed.
Compared with County
employment by industry,
Franklin has a notably higher
percentage of “Construction,”
“Manufacturing”, “Retail
Trade”, and “Professional,
scientific, management,
administrative, and waste
management services,”“anda
notably lower percentage of

“Wholesale Trade”,
“Transportation,
warehousing, and
utilities”, and
“Other services”.
Employment by
Occupation data
shows that Franklin
generally parallels
the County, except
has greater
employment in
“Management,
business, financial
occupations” and
“Constructionand
extraction
occupations” and
lesser employment
in “Education, legal,
community service,
arts, media
occupations”,
“Healthcare
practitioners and

APPENDICES - Demographics

Employment of Residents by Industry (Census ACS 2015-2019)

Franklin | Chester County

Civilian Employed Population 16 Years and Older 2,457 273,363
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, and mining 3.2% 2.4%
Construction 8.1% 5.5%
Manufacturing 13.6% 11.2%
Wholesale trade 0.5% 3.0%
Retail trade 12.0% 9.5%
Transportation, warehousing, and utilities 0.7% 3.3%
Information 1.1% 2.1%
Finance, insurance, real estate and rental and leasing 8.8% 10.3%
Professional, scientific, t, administrative, and

rofessional, scientific r:nanagemen administrative, an 19.4% 16.2%
waste management services
Educational services, health care, and social assistance 22.3% 22.6%
Arts, entertai tand tion, and dation

rts, enter allnmen and recreation, and accommodati 7 8% 7 5%
and food services
Other services, except public administration 0.7% 4.1%
Public administration 1.9% 2.2%

Employment of Residents byP&ation (US Census ACS 2015-2019)

0‘\‘ Franklin | Chester County
Civilian employed population 16 year§ apd=6lder 2,457 273,363
MBSA - Management, business, afid fihancial gequpations 31.9% 23.8%
MBSA - Computer, engineeringaand sciencesaccupations 9.8% 9.9%
MBSA - Education, legal, g6mmunity sepvice, arts, media occupations 7.3% 11.9%
MBSA - Healthcare gractitiorfers andstethnigal occupations 4.0% 6.1%
SO - Healthcare suppartoccupations 2.6% 2.0%
SO - ProtectjvefService occupations 0.9% 1.2%
SO - Food pheparation and Servifig related occupations 4.8% 4.7%
SO - Building)and grounds @leaning and maintenance occupations 2.6% 2.9%
SO -Personal care and,service occupations 0.8% 2.9%
SSO - Sales and pelated/occupations 8.4% 10.2%
SSO - Office apd'administrative support occupations 10.1% 9.8%
NRCM - Parming, fishing, and forestry occupations 1.7% 1.3%
NRCM - Cepstruction and extraction occupations 6.1% 3.6%
NRCM - Installation, maintenance, and repair occupations 1.3% 2.2%
PTMM- Production occupations 4.7% 3.1%
PTMM - Transportation occupations 1.2% 2.3%
PTMM - Material moving occupations 1.8% 2.2%

Notes: MBSA - Management, business, science, and arts occupations; NRCM - Natural resources, construction,
and maintenance occupations; PTMM - Production, transportation, and material moving occupations; SO - Service

occupations; and SSO - Sales and office occupations.

Prime Working Age Population (US Census ASC 2015-2019)

technical occupations”,
and “Personal care and

service occupations”.

Prime working age
population in the U.S. is

defined as ages 25-54.

Franklin Franklin Chester Chester County

Count Percentage | County Count Percentage
Total population 4,514 100.0% 519,650 100.0%
Population over age 54 1,414 31.3% 155,296 29.9%
Prime working age (25-54) 1,646 36.5% 198,013 38.1%

Franklin’s working age population is consistent with that of the County overall.
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Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan

HOUSING

The vast majority of housing

Occupied Housing Units (US Census ACS 2015-2019)

APPENDICES - Demographics

stockin Franklin is made up of
single family detached housing

units, and there areno
apartments according to

Census records. Single family

detached housing is also the

main housing unit type in the

County overall; however, the

County has a lower proportion

than Franklin, which reflects

Housing Unit Type Franklin Franklin Chester Chester County
Count Percentage | County Count Percentage

Occupied housing units 1,621 100.0% 190,980 100.0%
1-unit detached 1,568 96.7% 118,637 62.1%
1-unit attached 44 2.7% 34,641 18.1%
2 apartments 0 0.0% 3,496 1.8%
3 or 4 apartments 0 0.0% 5,321 2.8%
5 to 9 apartments 0 0.0% 5,668 3.0%
10 or more apartments 0 0.0% 18,568 9.7%
x::'c': :zums‘:n‘;r other 9 0.6% 4,649 2.4%

increases in multi-family

building development in the County in recent years. Franklin’s lack of high
reflective of its rural environment and that no major regional commuter ¢

through the Township. A lack of higher density housing may make it m

people on fixed income (e.g. retirees) and younger people raisedi

N

Year Housing"Sgrlicture Built (US Census ACS 2015-2019)

Township when they first enter the job market.

The vast majority of Franklin’s

rdensity units is

s%ors pass

cult for

to stayin the

housing stock dates from 1970-

2010. Since then, housing vearmu (N | ot | commycount | porcenian”
construction has dropped, Built 2014 or later™\, a5 2.8% 3,835 2.0%
which is co‘n5|stent W_'th a Built 2010 to 2013 21 1.3% 4,920 2.6%
slowdown in population - 1 - 1.6% 29,523 15.5%
growth. Around one-fifth of ‘Q e A55% 61,625 32.3%
housing units were built from Buils 19 370 53.8% 24213 53.9%
2000'2910' even though ° BUilt 1940 to {959, o 66 4.1% 21,519 11.3%
population growth has slowed égu 1939 Brednlier 64 3.9% 25,345 13.3%
by then; this reflects the lag Q N
time it takes for the ho Iopm%ma rket to respond to growth.
Almost half of owner-occupied OQ Housing Value of Owner-Occupied Units
housing units in Franklin are (US Census ACS 2015-2019)
valued from $300,000- 5— Value Franklin Franklin Chester Chester County
3500,000. Around 4%are Sumer OccapiegUnis | isar | ooon | anas | 10008
valued under S.ZO0,000. In Less than 55?),000 I 0 0:0‘%? 3:202 2:2‘%‘:
general, Franklin parallels $50,000 to $99,999 15 1.0% 2,053 1.4%
Chester County, but with fewer 7$100,000to $149,999 28 1.8% 4,005 2.8%
homes in low and high end $150,000 to $199,999 15 1.0% 10,750 7.5%
price ranges. Based on median 5200,000 to $299,999 422 27.7% 33,849 23.6%
housing value, Franklin’s $300,000 to $499,999 715 47.0% 53,868 37.6%
owner-occupied housing $500,000 to $999,999 291 19.1% 30,801 21.5%
$1,000,000 or more 36 2.4% 4,664 3.3%
supply generallyfalls ata Median value $381,000 N/A $357,100 N/A

higher value, which would
mean it is costlier, than in Chester Countyas a whole.
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Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan APPENDICES - Demographics

Franklin has a modest number of Occupied Units Paying Rent (US Census 2015-2019)
rental units. Like the County Gross Rent Franklin Franklin Chester Chester County
overall, most rents range from Count Percentage | County Count Percentage
$1,000to $1,500 monthly. Median t’“"st:ay"s‘io';e“‘ 72 1088; 4;22? 1028;
. .. ess an U% , U%
rent in Franklin is comparable to $500 t0 $999 T 12.7% 8815 19.2%
the County as a whole. $1,000 to 51,499 50 63.3% 17,790 38.8%
$1,500 to $1,999 11 13.9% 11,547 25.2%
$2,000 to $2,499 0 0.0% 3,286 7.2%
$2,500 to $2,999 0 0.0% 1,252 2.7%
$3,000 or more 8 10.1% 898 2.0%
Median Rent $1,375 N/A $1,330 N/A
The vast majority (96%) of Housing Status (Census ACS 2015-2019)
housing units in Franklin are Franklin Franklin Chester Chester County
owner-occupied, which is Status Count | Percentage | County Count | Percentage
expected given the high Occupied housing units 1,621 96. 190,980 95.3%
proportion of Single-fa m||y Vacant housing units 67 4. 9,422 4.7%
detached housing units. Owner-occupied units 1,522 ‘ﬁh 143,192 75.0%

i . Renter-occupied units 99 [ 6% 47,788 25.0%
Likewise, the County’s overall P y \‘ - -

owner occupied numbers reflects the proportion of single-farrsil<i ng units to other

housing unit types. Q
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Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan APPENDICES-Acronyms

AppendixD
Acronyms

2006/2009 Plan—2006/2009 Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan

this Plan — 2022 Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan

Chester County Tll or Tl - Chester County Transportation Improvement Inventory
CCPC - Chester County Planning Commission

CCCD -Chester County Conservation District

CREP- Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program

DCNR or PA DCNR -Pennsylvania Department of Conservationand Natural Resources
DCTMA - Delaware County Transportation Management Association

DCISor CCDCIS- Chester County Department of Computing and Information Services
DE — State of Delaware

DEP or PA DEP - Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection \

DOE - Determination of Eligibility (for National Register of Historic Place s\
DVRPC - Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission %’
DVRPCTIP- Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission Tra n Improvement Plan

EBS - Enhanced Bus Service (by SEPTA and DVRPC)

EMS - Emergency Medical Services \,
EPA or US EPA — U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Q
FT BoS - Franklin Township Board of Supervisors @

FT CP - Franklin Township Comprehensive Plan @

FT CPTF - Franklin Township Comprehensive Pla orce (L

FT PC - Franklin Township Planning Commissi

GVF TMA - Greater Valley Forge Transp ana %u ssociation
HARB — Municipal Historic Architectura@w Boaﬁi

HOA - Homeowners Association

HPTC — Federal or State Histori&xﬁdation re\dit

HUD or USHUD — U.S. Depar: Hous @’Urban Development
LEED - Leadershipin Energ %vironment esign

LEED-ND - Leadershipi and En@wment Design- New Development
MD - State of Marylan ?

MPC or PA MPC - Pennsylvani !\% alities Planning Code

PA — Commonwealth of Penn% a

PennDOT - Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

PHMC - Pennsylvania Historic Museum Commission

SEPTA - Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority

SCCOOT - Southern Chester County Organization of Transportation

SLDO — Municipal Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance

TMACC - Transportation Management Association of Chester County
VPP - Chester County Vision Partnership Program
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